
Date: March 17,2009 Item No: 

AGENDA ITEM 
MARION COUNTY COMMISSION 

SUBJECT: PUBLIC HEARING1 AMENDING SECTION 10-382, EXHIBIT A OF THE 
MARION COUNTY CODE. 

INITIATOR: R.J. Fowler DEPARTMENT: County Attorney 
Senior Assistant County Attorney 

At its meeting on March 3,2009 the board directed preparation of the attached ordinance. 
The ordinance amends the Tourist Development Plan to provide for promotion of tourism in 
Marion County and use of revenues for the purposes authorized by F.S. Section 125.0104. 

BUDGET IMPACT: None 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS IS REQUESTED TO CONDUCT 
THE PUBLIC HEARING AND, IF DESIRED ADOPT THE ORDINANCE AND 
AUTHORIZE THE CHAIRMAN AND CLERK TO EXECUTE SAME. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 09- 

AN ORDINANCE OF MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
RELATING TO THE TOURIST DEVELOPMENT TAX; 
AMENDING SECTION 10-382 OF THE MARION COUNTY 
CODE; AMENDING THE TOURIST DEVELOPMENT 
PLAN; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE; PROVIDING 
FOR REPEAL; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN CODE; PROVIDING AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, Section 125.0104, Florida Statutes, provides the procedure for the consideration 
and levy of a tourist development tax by the governing board of each county within the State of Florida; 
and 

WHEREAS, the tourist development tax, including the tourist development plan, was approved 
at a referendum on November 2,2004; and 

WHEREAS, the Marion County Tourist Development Council has recommended changes to the 
tourist development plan to the Board of County Commissioners of Marion County, Florida; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners desires to amend the tourist development plan. 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of County Commissioners of Marion County, Florida: 

SECTION 1. Section 10-382 of the Marion County Code is hereby amended to read: 

Sec. 10-382 Tourist Development Plan. 

(a) The tax revenues received pursuant to this ordinance shall be used to fund the Marion County Tourist 
Development Plan . . 

which is hereby adopted as follows: 

Tourist Development Plan 

In accordance with F.S. Section 125.0104(4)(~). the tourist develoument plan shall set forth the 
anticipated net tourist develoument tax revenue to be derived bv Marion Countv for the 24 months 
following the lew of the tax. At the time of the adoption of Ordinance 04-17 (July 6. 2004). the 
anticiuated annual revenue for a two percent tourist develoument tax for all of Marion Countv over the 
24-month period following the lew of the tax was $5 10.000.00. less costs of administration as retained bv 
the State of Florida Deuartment of Revenue. The tourist development tax for Marion County is to 
promote Marion County as a destination, to uromote and advertise Marion Countv and its tourism 
industrv, nationally and internationally. to strengthen our local economy and to increase employment by 
investing the total receipts of the tourist development tax into a trust fund to be used for those purposes 
authorized bv F.S. section 125.0104. as the same mav be amended from time to time. or as mav be 
otherwise authorized bv general law. 
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(b) Requests for funding shall be submitted to the Marion County.Tourist Development Council on a date 
to be determined by the Council. The Council shall review all requests and shall make a recommendation 
to the Marion County Board of County Commissioners for fhding. The Board shall annually determine 
h d i n g  from the Tourist Development Trust Fund with consideration given to the recommendations from 
the Council. 

(c) The Tourist Development Plan may not be amended except by ordinance enacted by an affirmative 
vote of a majority plus one additional member of the Board of County Commissioners. 

SECTION 2. SEVERABILITY. It is the declared intent of the Board of County Commissioners that, if 
any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or provision of this ordinance is held invalid or 
unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not be so 
construed as to render invalid or unconstitutional the remaining provisions of this ordinance. 

SECTION 3. INCLUSION IN CODE. It is the intention of the Board of County Commissioners of 
Marion County, Florida, and it is hereby provided that the provisions of this ordinance shall become and 
be made a part of the Code of Marion County, Florida, that the sections of this ordinance may be 
renumbered or relettered to accomplish such intention; and that the word "ordinance" may be changed to 
"section", "article" or other appropriate designation. 

SECTION 4. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall become effective in accordance with the 
provisions of Florida Statues Section 125.66. If approved by the referendum specified in Section 7 
hereof, the tourist development tax shall become effective on January 1,2005. The Clerk of the Board of 
County Commissioners, shall provide a certified copy hereof to the State of Florida Department of 
Revenue within 10 days of enactment, and provide the State of Florida Department of Revenue along 
with a certified copy of the results of the referendum. 

SECTION 5. REPEAL. All ordinance or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith, are hereby repealed. 

DULY ADOPTED this - day of ,2009. 

ATTEST: 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 

DAVID R. ELLSPERMANN, CLERK JAMES T. PAYTON, JR., CHAIRMAN 
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A festival is envlsioned that could involve many activities located throughout 
the county . . . 
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