
ATTACHMENT A
CITY OF HOLLYWOOD FLORIDA
HISTORY OF STORMWATER FEES BILLING ISSUE WITH
BROWARD COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD

SEPTEMBER 2004
The City mailed a letter to the School Board advising that an inspection of the exterior property
at Sheridan Vocational Center indicated that the school was being undercharged for stormwater
fees, and that adjustments would be made to the school’s utility account including backbilling for
one year’s prior service.

OCTOBER 2004
The City received a letter from Juana Romaniuk, School Board Project Manager, disputing the
stormwater fee for Sheridan Vocational Center based on an interpretation of the Florida Building
Code and Florida Statutes.

JANUARY TO MARCH 2005

The City’s legal department researched the School Board’s arguments including all relevant
case law.

APRIL 2005

The City’s legal department opined that the provisions of the Florida Building Code and Florida
Statutes referenced in the School Board’s letter do not apply to stormwater utility fees.

MAY 2005
The City responded to the School Board setting forth the City Attorney’s opinion that the
provisions of the Florida Building Code and Florida Statutes referenced in the School Board’s
letter do not apply to stormwater utility fees. It also stated the City would proceed to add the
revised stormwater charge, as well as the adjustments previously referenced, to the utility
account of Sheridan Vocational Center.

JUNE 2005
The City further notified other Broward County schools in Hollywood about changes to their
stormwater fee rates, and that the changes and any related adjustments would be billed on their
utility bills beginning July 2005 as a result of on-site inspections of the school locations.

JULY 2005
The City placed the additional charges on the individual schools’ utility bills.

The City received a telephone call from Patrick Pierre, Utility Coordinator, Broward County
Public Schools, indicating the School Board was in receipt of the bills and would only pay the
previous stormwater fees billed while the issue was under dispute. The City indicated it would
continue to bill the charges while the issue was under dispute, but would not do any further
delinquency processing such as water service disconnection.

August 2005
Rob Jindracek, Manager, Energy Conservation Utility Management for the Broward County
Public Schools, called the City and requested a meeting to discuss the issue. A meeting was
scheduled for September 14, 2005.
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In a subsequent discussion between Edward Marko, General Counsel of the School Board, the
Hollywood’s Deputy City Attorney, Mr. Marko indicated he would have a final decision by
January 15, 2007. The reason he gave for this date was that he was attending a conference of
Florida School Board Attorneys and the issue would be discussed with attorneys from other
local governments.

JANUARY 2007

The City did not hear from Mr. Marko’s office regarding a decision.

FEBRUARY 2007

The City contacted Rob Jindracek, who again requested copies of Hollywood’s City Code or
other information establishing the City’s authority to charge the stormwater fee, and the City
again provided this information. Mr. Jindracek indicated that the matter had been given back to
him and other School Board staff to research further.

APRIL 2007

The City contacted Rob Jindracek who indicated a meeting of School Board Staff would be held
in April to discus the matter. He also indicated Claudia Monroe, Executive Director of Design at
the School Board was asked to review the matter. The City contacted Ms. Monroe who
indicated she had not looked into the issue yet and would review what Mr. Jindracek had sent
her.

The Department of Financial Services and City Attorney’s Office concluded that since the City’s
position had not changed and the City had not received any formal correspondence from the
School Board to resolve the issue, the best option for the City would be seek City Commission
approval to proceed with the “Intergovernmental Dispute Resolution” process to bring closure to
this matter.

MAY 2007

The Department of Financial Services met with the City’s Director of Intergovernmental Affairs
and the Deputy City Attorney to decide how to proceed with the matter.

JUNE 2007

The Director of Intergovernmental Affairs arranged a meeting with Eleanor Sobel of the School
Board and City Staff. The matter was discussed at length and Eleanor Sobel indicated she
would assist the City with the matter.

The Director of Financial Services wrote a letter to I. Benjamin Leong, Chief Financial Officer of
the Broward County Public Schools requesting payment, or a meeting to discuss resolution of
payment of the stormwater fees. A consolidated statement of all amounts due by schools
located in Hollywood was enclosed.
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