
ORDINANCE NO. O-26-25 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 21, ARTICLE II, DIVISION 2, TABLE 21-32(A) 
OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF WINTER HAVEN, FLORIDA BY 
AMENDING USES RELATED TO INDOOR COMMERCIAL RECREATION AND PRIVATE 
CLUBS IN THE COMMERCIAL- DOWNTOWN (C-1), COMMERCIAL- NEIGHBORHOOD 
(C-2), AND MIXED USE (MX) ZONING DISTRICTS; AMENDING CHAPTER 21, ARTICLE 
IX, SECTION 21-531 DEFINITIONS RELATED TO INDOOR COMMERCIAL 
RECREATION AND PRIVATE CLUBS; PROVIDING FOR ADMINISTRATIVE 
CORRECTION OF SCRIVENER’S ERRORS; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT 
HEREWITH; PROVIDING SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; AND 
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

  

WHEREAS, a proposed amendment to the Winter Haven Land Development Code, has 
been studied, documented, advertised, and heard by the Winter Haven Planning Commission; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, the City Commission of the City of Winter Haven, Florida, finds that it is 
expedient to revise Chapter 21, Article II, Division 2, Table 21-32(A) Table of Land Uses by 
amending uses related to indoor commercial recreation and private clubs in the Commercial- 
Downtown (C-1), Commercial- Neighborhood (C-2), and Mixed Use (MX) zoning districts; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Commission of the City of Winter Haven, Florida, finds that it is 

expedient to revise Chapter 21, Article IX, Section 21-531, Definitions related to indoor 
commercial recreation and private clubs; and 

 
WHEREAS, a Business Impact Statement has been prepared to demonstrate compliance 

with Chapter 2024-145, Laws of Fla. (CS/CS/SB 1628 (2024)) to the extent that such compliance 
is even necessary. 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF WINTER HAVEN, 
FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS: 
 

1. That Chapter 21, Article II, Division 2, Table 21-32(A), of the Code of Ordinances 
of the City of Winter Haven, Florida is hereby amended to read as shown in Exhibit “A”, attached 
hereto and made a part hereof. 

 
2. That Chapter 21, Article IX, Section 21-531, Definitions, is hereby amended to read 

as shown in Exhibit “B”, attached hereto and made a part hereof. 
 

3.   All ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed to the extent necessary to 
give this Ordinance full force and effect. 
 

4. If any provision or portion of this Ordinance is declared by any court of competent 
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jurisdiction to be void, unconstitutional, or unenforceable, then all remaining provisions and 
portions of this Ordinance shall remain in full force and effect. 

 
 5. It is the intention of the City Commission that the provisions of this Ordinance shall 
become and be made a part of the Code of Ordinances of the City; and that sections of this 
ordinance may be renumbered or relettered and the word “ordinance” may be changed to 
“chapter,” “section,”  “article,” or such other appropriate word or phrase in order to accomplish 
such intentions; and regardless of whether such inclusion in the Code is accomplished, sections 
of this Ordinance may be renumbered or relettered and the correction of typographical and/or 
scrivener’s errors which do not affect the intent may be authorized by the City Manager or 
designee, without need of public hearing, by filing a corrected or recodified copy of same with 
the City Clerk. 
  
 6. This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon passage on second 
reading. 

 
INTRODUCED on first reading this 26th day of October, 2026. 

 
PASSED on second reading this 9th day of November, 2026. 

 
 
CITY OF WINTER HAVEN, FLORIDA 

 
 

      
MAYOR-COMMISSIONER 

       William Brian Yates 
 
ATTEST: 

 
 
                                                         
CITY CLERK 

 Vanessa Castillo, MMC 
 

Approved as to form: 
 

 
                    
CITY ATTORNEY 

 Frederick John Murphy, Jr. 
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Exhibit “A” - Page 1 of 5 
 
New text is underlined and deleted text is stricken through in red 
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Exhibit “B” 
Page 1 of 1 

 

Revisions to Article IX, Section 21-531, Definitions 

New language underlined in red and deleted language is stricken through in red. 

 

Club, private means an association of persons for some common purpose, but not including groups 
organized primarily to render a service which is customarily carried on as a business. This definition shall 
include, but not be limited to, the terms "lodge," "fraternal orders" and "societies" and shall apply to all 
social organizations not operated for a profit other than for their own purpose. 
 
Recreation uses, indoor commercial consist of uses in greater than 10,000 square feet of gross leasable 
space that share land use characteristics such as traffic-generation rates and bulk (buildings) requirements. 
These uses include, but are not limited to, arcades and gaming rooms (excluding games of chance), billiards, 
bowling alleys, dance studios, escape rooms, schools for martial arts, indoor sporting centers, physical 
fitness centers, private clubs or lodges, movie theater, theaters and auditoriums, and indoor skating rinks.  
 
Recreation uses, indoor commercial- Small Scale consist of uses in 10,000 square feet or less of gross 
leasable space that share land use characteristics such as traffic-generation rates and bulk (buildings) 
requirements. These uses include, but are not limited to, arcades and gaming rooms (excluding games of 
chance), billiards, bowling alleys, dance studios, escape rooms, schools for martial arts, indoor sporting 
centers, physical fitness centers, private clubs or lodges, movie theater, theaters and auditoriums, and 
indoor skating rinks. 


