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Meeting Type City Council — Regular Meeting
l Meeting Date October 7, 2026

a

Title:
Ordinance 57-26 (TXT26-000012) Set Public Hearing for October 21, 2026

Ordinances and Resolutions
An Ordinance of the Mayor and City Council of the City of Cape Coral, Florida, amending the City of

Cape Coral, Florida, Land Development Code, by amending Section 7.3.1., Temporary Signs, as set
forth within Article 7, Signs, Chapter 3, Temporary Signs, authorizing the display of feather banners at
multi-family rental complexes; providing for severability and an effective date. (Brought forward by
Councilmember Kaduk)

City Planning Staff Recommendation: Approval

Planning and Zoning Commission Recommendation: To be determined after the 10/7/26 P&Z
Hearing

Requested Action Introduction

Summary Explanation and Background

The proposed amendment provides a limited and regulated temporary-signage opportunity for eligible
multi-family rental complexes during the initial leasing period after issuance of a Certificate of
Occupancy. The proposal establishes clear standards, while retaining existing safety protections. Staff
find that Ordinance 57-26 is consistent with Section 3.5.4. of the LDC and recommend approval.

Strategic Plan Alignment

Is this a Strategic Decision? NO
If No, will it harm the intent or success of the Strategic Plan? Choose an item.
If Yes, Priority Goals Supported are listed below, place an X on all that apply:

1 Community Health, Safety, and Quality of Life
L] High-Performing Government
L] Sustainable Infrastructure
[J Thoughtful Growth and Vibrant Economy
Is this a Consultant recommendation? NO
Is this contained in a Master Plan? NO

If yes to either question, please provide details of the name of consultant or name of the Master Plan
when applicable: N/A



Recommendations:

City Planning Staff Recommendation: Approval

Planning and Zoning Commission Recommendation: To be determined after the 10/7/26 P&Z
Hearing

Source of Additional Information:
Brett Limbaugh, Development Services Director (239) 242-3050

Fiscal Impact/Funding Sources(s)/Budget Consideration:
N/A

Will this action result in a Budget Amendment? NO

Prepared By: Janna Balsley, Planning Technician
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ORDINANCE 57 - 26

AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CAPE CORAL,
FLORIDA, AMENDING THE CITY OF CAPE CORAL, FLORIDA, LAND DEVELOPMENT
CODE, BY AMENDING SECTION 7.3.1.,, TEMPORARY SIGNS, AS SET FORTH WITHIN
ARTICLE 7, SIGNS, CHAPTER 3, TEMPORARY SIGNS, AUTHORIZING THE DISPLAY OF
FEATHER BANNERS AT MULTI-FAMILY RENTAL COMPLEXES; PROVIDING FOR
SEVERABILITY AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF CAPE CORAL, FLORIDA, HEREBY ORDAINS THIS
ORDINANCE AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. The City of Cape Coral, Florida Land Development Code, Article 7, Signs, Chapter 3,
Temporary Signs, Section 7.3.1., Temporary Signs, is hereby amended as follows:

Section 7.3.1. Temporary signs.

A. 1. Temporary signs, identified in this chapter as not requiring a sign permit, unless indicated below,
must otherwise meet all the applicable requirements of this section and this article. Any
temporary sign not meeting these requirements, in any way, including quantity, shall be treated
as a non-exempt sign subject to permitting. The area of temporary signs displayed on a site shall
not be included in the calculation of the total signs on such site.

2. Temporary signs are prohibited on real property in the City without the written approval of
the property owner, lessee, or person in control of such property. Such written approval
shall be available and provided to the City upon the City's request. The written approval
required hereunder shall be available and provided to the City upon request regardless of
whether the temporary signs are displayed by the property owner or any other person. The
failure to provide such written approval to the City upon the City's request shall be a
violation of this section.

3. Temporary signs are prohibited in any public Right-of-Way. Violations of this Subsection
A.3. shall be subject to immediate removal and enhanced civil penalties, as provided in
Section 7.3.1.G.2.

4. Temporary signs are prohibited in any Visibility Triangle.
It is prohibited to illuminate a temporary sign.

6.  Itis prohibited to display, place, or locate a temporary Freestanding Sign within five feet of

another temporary Freestanding Sign.
B. A-Frame Signs. - '

Applicable Zoning | Non-Residential Zoning Districts and lawfully existing Non-Residential
District/Use Uses in Residential Zoning Districts

Sign permit required | No

Number of signs 1 per business, as identified by business tax receipt

Maximum Area An A-frame sign shall not have a copy area wider than 24 inches by 36
inches

Maximum Height 3 feet 6 inches

Location No A-frame sign shall block accessibility or be placed in any public right-

of-way, exit, loading zone, bicycle rack, wheelchaitr ramp, sidewalk ramp,
in designated parking spaces, or sidewalks. A-frame signs shall be allowed
within the visibility triangle provided such sign meets the requirements of
Section 5.1.7.A. A-Frame signs may be located in or on grass or mulched
areas of approved landscaping, but shall not be located within one foot of
any shrubs or trees when measured from the closest point of the shrub or

tree.
Duration None
Materials An A-frame shall be constructed of materials that are durable and weather

resistant, including wood, steel, fiberglass, plastic, or aluminum.
Construction of the sign shall be of professional quality. Signs may consist
of a framed chalkboard, whiteboard, tack board, or material that allows
changeable copy. An A-frame sign shall be constructed to be able to




withstand wind and other unpredictable weather elements, including
thunderstorm activity. The sign face and the sign frame shall not contain
glitter, florescent materials, streamers, balloons, or reflective materials.

Other 1. No A-frame sign shall be permanently anchored or secured to any
surface.
2. Signs shall be brought indoors at the close of each business day.

'C. Banners

Applicable  Zoning

Non-Residential Zoning Districts and lawfully existing Non-Residential

District/Use Uses in Residential Zoning Districts

Sign permit required | Yes

Number of signs 1

Location Except as provided for banners permitted in conjunction with temporary
satellite sales events or special events on unimproved property or with
events that are in lawfully permitted structures other than buildings (such
as tents), no banner shall be attached to, placed on, displayed from, or
mounted on any object other than a building, including trees or other
vegetation, vehicles, trailers, utility poles, freestanding signs, or stakes.
Each end of a displayed banner shall be secured to the building at which
the banner is displayed.

Duration 10 consecutive days

Other 1. All banners displayed on a site shall be securely installed in a manner

which will not impede the visibility of the motoring or pedesttian traffic.

2. Atleast 30 days must elapse from the expiration of one permit prior to
the issuance of another permit for the display of a banner at a site.

D. Feathet Banners

Applicable
District/Use

Zoning

Permitted only conjunction with an approved and active Model Home

Use and multi-family rental complexes with leasing offices operating with
an active business tax receipt.

Sign permit required

No

Number of signs

A model home on a single site may display 4 feather banners and 1 banner
on the model home site. Corner-lot model home sites shall be allowed 4
feather  banners  with no  more than 2 per side.

For sites with two or more model homes approved through a single
development application, one model will be allowed to have a freestanding
sign but will not be permitted to have more than 1 feather banner or
banner for that individual development site. The additional model homes
regulated by the special exception shall be allowed to have 4 feather
banners on each model home site.

Multi-family rental complexes may display 4 feather banners and 1 banner.

Maximum Width

3 feet

Maximum Height

15 feet from ground level including support portion of the banner.

Materials The sign face of the feather banner shall be nylon, polyester, vinyl, or
canvas. Neither the sign face nor the sign frame shall contain glitter,
ferescent fluorescent materials, metal, or reflective materials.

Duration For model homes, feather banners are permitted for the Elife of the active

Sspecial Eexception or conditional use or until converted to new use.
Feather banner or banner signs shall only be displayed on the approved
special exception hese or conditional use property between the hours of
8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Sunday. When the model home




is not open, all feather banners and banners shall be removed and stored
inside the model home.

For multi-family rental complexes, feather banners are authorized for a
petiod of 180 days from the issuance of the Certificate of Occupancy. The
feather banner shall only be displayed between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and
5:00 p.m., Monday through Sunday. When the leasing office is not open,

all feather banners and banners_shall be removed and stored inside the
office.

Other All banners and feather banners shall be maintained in good condition and
shall not become faded, torn, or in other similar forms of poor condition.

E. Inflatable Objects

Applicable  Zoning | All districts, based on size

District/Use

Size 2 feet ot less in width, diameter, and | Mote than 2 feet in width, diameter,
height or height

Sign Permit Required | No Yes

Number of Signs 4 2

Maximum Height | 30 Feet 30 Feet

when measured from

ground

Location No less than 10 feet from right-of-way

Duration Maximum 10-day duration. No more than four times in one year;
minimum 30 days required between permits

Other 1. Inflatable objects that are 2 feet or less in width, diameter, and height
and that contain no commercial message may be located or displayed on
a site without obtaining a permit.
2. Inflatable objects that are greater than 2 feet in width, diameter, or
height or that contain 2 commercial message may be located or displayed
on a site provided that a permit is obtained.
3. Inflatable objects shall be erected using approved tie-down methods.
4. No inflatable object shall be displayed in a parking space necessary for
the site to meet its minimum parking requirements.
5. Except for multiple business or entity sites, the display of inflatable
object(s) on a site shall not exceed 10 consecutive days.
6. On multiple business or entity sites, each use on the site shall be treated
as if it were a single business or entity site.
7. The area of the inflatable object(s) displayed on a site shall not be
included in the calculation of the total signs on such site.
8. Inflatable objects shall not be placed on the roof of a structure.

E. All Other Temporary Signs o :

Applicable  Zoning | Single-Family Multi-Family All Non-Residential

District/Use Residential ~ Zoning | Residential ~ Zoning | Districts
Districts (R-1, RE, | Districts
AG) (RML, RMM)

Sign Permit Required | No No No

Number of signs/site | 3 2—6 1 per | 2

Units Street
Frontage




not to

exceed 2
7+ Units | 1 per
Street
Frontage
not to
exceed 2
Maximum Sign | 4 sq. ft. 2—6 16 sq. ft. | 16 sq. ft.
Area/sign Units per sign
7+ Units | 24 sq. ft.
per sign
Maximum Sign Height | 6 ft. 2—6 6 ft 6 ft.
for a  Temporary Units
Freestanding Si
& >ien 7+ Units | 6 fr.
Maximum Sign Height | 15 ft. 2—6 15 15 ft.
for a  Temporary Units
Wall Sign
7+ Units | 15
Minimum Sign | 10 ft. 10 ft. 10 ft.
Setback from any
property line
Duration Temporary signs placed in accordance with this Subsection F. shall not
exceed 30 consecutive days.

Notwithstanding the foregoing, temporary signs placed in accordance
with this Subsection F. shall be allowed for the 90 calendar days prior to
and 7 calendar days following any Federal, State of Florida, Lee County,
or City of Cape Coral elections, including primaries.

Temporary Signs exceeding the durational time limitations provided
herein shall be considered permanent signs and subject to Section 7.4.1.
or Section 7.4.2., as applicable.

SECTION 3. Severability. In the event that any portion or Section of this ordinance is determined
to be invalid, illegal or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall in no
manner affect the remaining portions or Sections of this ordinance which shall remain in full force
and effect.

SECTION 4. Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective immediately after its adoption
by the Cape Coral City Council.

ADOPTED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CAPE CORAL, FLORIDA,
AT THEIR REGULAR SESSION THIS DAY OF , 2026.

JOHN GUNTER, MAYOR

VOTE OF MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBERS:

GUNTER LASTRA
STEINKE KILRAINE
LEHMANN LONG

DONNELL KADUK



ATTESTED TO AND FILED IN MY OFFICE THIS DAY OF
2026.

KIMBERLY BRUNS
CITY CLERK

ADEKSAKDR BOKSNER
CITY ATTORNEY

Ord/Attached-Icather Banners

o



Planning Division Staff Report

Ordinance 57-26

Review Date: September 15, 2026

Amy Yearsley, AICP, City Planning Manager
Prepared by:
Ph. 239-573-3182; ayearsle@capecoral.gov.

Staff Approval
Recommendation:

Request: Amend Land Development Code (LDC) Section 7.3.1., “Temporary Signs,” to authorize a limited,
temporary display of feather banners at multi-family rental complexes with leasing offices operating under an
active business tax receipt. The authorization would apply for the initial leasing period following issuance of a
Certificate of Occupancy.

¢ Provides a regulated, time-limited marketing tool for newly completed multi-family
rental complexes.

Positive aspects of the
s e Establishes parity with the temporary feather-banner opportunity available to

amendment
approved model homes.

* Sets clear limits on quantity, size, materials, hours, maintenance, and storage.

Negative aspects of the ¢ May create limited, temporary visual impacts at eligible complexes during the initial
amendment leasing period particularly along major corridors.

¢ Limits display to four feather banners and one banner for 180 days after Certificate
of Occupancy.

Mitigating factors * Requires daily removal and indoor storage when the leasing office is not open.

» Retains applicable prohibitions in public rights-of-way and visibility triangles, as well
as material and maintenance standards.

Background

The proposed amendment was prepared at the direction of the City Council. Under the current LDC, feather
banners are authorized only in conjunction with an approved and active Model Home Use. Ordinance 57-26
extends a comparable, narrowly tailored temporary-signage opportunity to multi-family rental complexes during
their initial leasing period following issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy.

The amendment applies only to multi-family rental complexes with leasing offices operating under an active
business tax receipt. It does not change permitted land uses, residential density, development intensity, or



September 15, 2026
Staff Report Ordinance 57-26
permanent-sign standards. Instead, it creates a limited exception within the temporary-sign regulations for a

defined purpose and duration.
Purpose of the Amendment

The amendment is intended to allow eligible multi-family rental complexes to use feather banners as a temporary
leasing and wayfinding tool while preserving the City’s existing safeguards for appearance, traffic safety,
pedestrian access, and orderly development. The proposed standards are modeled on the existing authorization
for model homes and include the following regulations:

e Eligibility: Multi-family rental complexes with leasing offices operating under an active business tax receipt.
e Quantity: Up to four feather banners and one banner.

e Dimensions: Maximum width of 3 feet and maximum height of 15 feet from ground level, including support.
e Duration: 180 days from issuance of the Certificate of Occupancy.

e Display hours: 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Sunday. Signs must be removed and stored inside the
leasing office when the office is not open.

e Materials and maintenance: Sign faces are limited to nylon, polyester, vinyl, or canvas. Glitter, fluorescent,
metal, and reflective materials are prohibited, and signs must be maintained in good condition.

Analysis of Proposed Changes

The proposed LDC amendment provides several benefits while retaining objective operating standards.

¢ Regulated flexibility. The amendment gives newly completed multi-family rental complexes a short-term
option to identify and market their leasing office without establishing a permanent or open-ended sign
entitlement.

¢ Consistency of treatment. The proposal extends a temporary-signage tool already available to approved model
homes to a comparable leasing activity, subject to specific eligibility requirements and limits.

¢ Clear administration. The ordinance establishes measurable standards for number, size, display period, hours,
materials, upkeep, and storage. These standards provide predictable expectations for applicants and
enforcement staff without the requirement for permitting.

¢ Limited visual and safety impacts. The 180-day authorization, daily removal requirement, and continuing
restrictions on signs in public rights-of-way and visibility triangles help ensure the signs remain temporary and
do not interfere with traffic or pedestrian safety.

Comprehensive Plan Analysis

The proposed amendment is consistent with the goals, policies, and future land-use designations of the City of
Cape Coral Comprehensive Plan. Multi-family residential development is an established land-use category in the
City. Providing a narrowly tailored and time-limited temporary-signage option for newly occupied multi-family



September 15, 2026
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rental complexes supports orderly leasing and occupancy without creating permanent visual clutter or altering

future land-use designations.

The amendment does not modify density, intensity, or the schedule of permitted uses. Its limited scope preserves
the Comprehensive Plan’s land-use framework while establishing standards intended to protect community
appearance, traffic safety, and pedestrian accessibility.

Rationale for LDC Text Amendments

LDC Section 3.5.4.A. states that text amendments shall be considered for one or more stated purposes. Staff finds
the proposed amendment consistent with the following purposes:

1. Clarifies the intent of the LDC (A.1.). The amendment expressly identifies the limited circumstances under
which eligible multi-family rental complexes may display feather banners during an initial leasing period.

2. Implements the LDC (A.4.). The amendment advances the temporary-sign framework by regulating a sign type
already recognized for model homes through defined eligibility and performance standards.

3. Results in compatible land uses within Cape Coral (A.7.). The limits on number, dimensions, duration,
operating hours, materials, maintenance, and storage preserve compatibility with surrounding residential and
mixed-use contexts.

4. Implements contemporary planning practices (A.8.). The controlled, time restricted authorization balances the
visibility needs of leasing offices with the City’s aesthetic and safety interests.

Review Criteria for Proposed LDC Text Amendments

LDC Section 3.5.4.C. identifies four review criteria for proposed text amendments. Each criterion is evaluated
below.

1. Whether the proposed LDC text amendment is consistent with the goals, policies, and future land-use
designations of the City Comprehensive Plan.

Staff analysis. The amendment is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan for the reasons discussed above. It does
not alter development density, intensity, or permitted uses, and it provides a limited temporary-signage option
that supports orderly initial leasing of established multi-family residential development.

2. The amendment results in compatible land uses within a zoning designation.

Staff analysis. The amendment applies only to eligible multi-family rental complexes with active leasing offices and
is subject to strict limits on quantity, size, duration, display hours, materials, maintenance, and storage. These
controls ensure that feather banners remain subordinate to the primary multi-family residential use and
compatible with surrounding development.

3. The amendment protects the health, safety, and welfare of the community.

Staff analysis. Existing prohibitions on temporary signs in public rights-of-way and visibility triangles remain

applicable. The ordinance also requires durable, weather-resistant materials; prohibits glitter, fluorescent, metal,

and reflective components; requires signs to be maintained in good condition; limits display to 8:00 a.m. to 5:00
3



September 15, 2026
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p.m.; and requires indoor storage when the leasing office is closed. Together, these standards protect traffic safety,

pedestrian accessibility, and neighborhood appearance consistent with the purpose and intent found in Section
7.1.1 of Article 7 Signs.

4. Other factors deemed appropriate by the Planning and Zoning Commission and City Council.

Staff analysis. The amendment was prepared at the direction of the City Council. Other relevant considerations
include equitable treatment of a temporary-signage tool already available to model homes, a clear 180-day
duration limitation, and an administratively straightforward framework consistent with the model-home
approach.

Staff Recommendation

The proposed amendment provides a limited and regulated temporary-signage opportunity for eligible multi-
family rental complexes during the initial leasing period after issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy. The proposal
establishes clear standards, while retaining existing safety protections. Staff find that Ordinance 57-26 is
consistent with Section 3.5.4. of the LDC and recommend approval.



