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On August 31, 2026, the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) issued a memorandum to notify local
law enforcement agencies of updates related to the FDOT’s authority regarding the placement or use of
automated license plate recognition (LPR) systems within the right of way of a road on the State Highway
System. The memorandum reiterated the FDOT’s broad authority under Florida law to approve or deny a local
law enforcement agency’s request to place a LPR within the right of way of a road on the State Highway
System including the authority to remove a LPR at the FDOT’s discretion. The memorandum stated that as of
August 31, 2026, the FDOT will use its discretionary authority to cease the issuance of all future requests for
LPR systems with its jurisdictional authority.

At the September 4, 2026 County Council meeting, Council directed staff to bring back a discussion regarding
local law enforcement agencies placing of LPR systems in the County’s right of way. Similarly to the FDOT,
the County has broad authority under Florida law to approve or deny a local law enforcement agency’s
request to place a LPR within the County’s right of way including removal. Specifically, County ordinance
provides that a use permit may be revoked “for reasons of public safety.” See, section 72-691(7), Code.

Attached is a list of all use permits issued for LPR cameras in County road rights-of-ways.

Attached is a newspaper article discussing possible legislative changes on the cameras in Florida.

Recommended Motion: Council direction
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Florida Department of Transportation
RON DESANTIS 605 Suwannee Street JARED W. PERDUE, P.E.
GOVERNOR Tallahassee, FL 32399-0450 SECRETARY

ENGINEERING AND OPERATIONS MEMORANDUM NO. 26-01

DATE: August 31, 2026
TO: Local Agency Permitholders

FROM: Will Watts, P.E., Chief Operating Officer, Asgistant Secretary
COPIES: State Agency Officials >

Rudy Powell, P.E., Chief Engineer of Operations
SUBJECT: Revocation of General Use Permits for Automated License Plate Readers

The purpose of this memorandum is to notify local law enforcement agencies of updates
related to the Florida Department of Transportation’s (Department) authority regarding
the placement or use of automated license plate recognition systems (LPR) within the
right of way of a road on the State Highway System by local agencies.

Automated License Plate Recognition Systems (LPR)

Pursuant to s. 316.0777, Florida Statutes, FDOT is provided with broad authority to
approve or deny a local law enforcement agency’s request to place a LPR within the right-
of-way of a road on the State Highway System—and the authority to remove such at the
Department’s discretion.

While Florida law limits the issuance of permits for LPR systems to law enforcement
agencies, the recent exponential increase in deployments along our roadways, coupled
with concerning reports of misuse, data privacy concerns, and surveillance schemes merit
immediate action to preserve Floridians’ sovereignty and quality of life.

Active Permits

Approvals for the placement of assets in state rights-of-way by the Department are
considered temporary in nature. As such, all LPR-related LPR related approvals issued
by the Department to a local law enforcement agency are hereby revoked and must be
removed by the permittee within 30 days of the date of this memorandum. If such removal
has not occurred within the 30-day period, the Department will remove any remaining
devices subject to this memorandum.

To that end, nothing in this memorandum prevents or restricts the Department from
immediately removing any individual LPR device that is an immediate safety concern or
that is causing an unsafe condition.

Discontinuance of All Future LPR Placement Requests

Further, as of the date of this memorandum, the Department will use its discretionary
authority to cease the issuance of all future requests for LPR systems within its
jurisdictional authority.
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USE PERMITS ISSUED FOR LPR CAMERAS ON VOLUSIA COUNTY ROADS

Permit Number Location # of LPRs Date Submitted Date Finaled Applicant
2018-P-USE-0272 |Howland and Graves, Deltona 1 3/23/2018 2/13/2019 Volusia Sheriff's Office
2019-P-USE-0090 [Multiple Locations, Edgewater 4 11/15/2018 9/21/2026 City of Edgewater
2020-P-USE-0552  |Strickland Range Road, Ormond Beach 2 7/22/2020 7/30/2021 City Of Ormond Beach
2022-P-USE-0815 [Reed Canal Road, South Daytona 1 7/11/2022 7/20/2022 City of South Daytona
2023-P-USE-0164 |Howland/Graves & Deltona Blvd/Debary Ave, Deltona 3 12/9/2022 4/12/2024 Flock Safety
2023-P-USE-0165 |Beresford Rd, DelLand 1 12/9/2022 4/30/2024 Flock Safety
2023-P-USE-0166 |Multiple Locations, Deland 6 12/9/2022 5/9/2024 Flock Safety
2023-P-USE-0404 |Multiple Locations, Port Orange 3 3/7/2023 4/12/2024 Flock Safety
2023-P-USE-0515 |LPGA Blvd & Main St, Daytona Beach 3 4/17/2023 7/17/2026 Flock Safety
2023-P-USE-0900 |Calvin St, DelLand 2 9/26/2023 7/16/2026 Flock Safety
2024-P-USE-0001 [Multiple Beach Approaches, NSB 9 10/2/2023 4/12/2024 Flock Safety
2024-P-USE-0358 |LPGA Blvd & Derbyshire Rd, Daytona Beach 4 3/20/2024 7/17/2026 Flock Safety
2024-P-USE-0432  [MLK Jr. Bltway, DeLand 1 4/10/2024 7/20/2026 Flock Safety
2024-P-USE-0441 |Old Mission & Pioneer Trl, New Smyrna Beach 4 4/12/2024 7/17/2026 Flock Safety
2024-P-USE-0546 |W. Minnesota Ave., DelLand 1 5/21/2024 7/16/2026 Flock Safety
2024-P-USE-0665 |N Airport Rd, New Smyrna Beach 1 7/15/2024 7/17/2026 Flock Safety
2024-P-USE-0679 |Doyle Rd., Deltona 2 7/24/2024 7/17/2026 Flock Safety
2024-P-USE-0731 |W New Hampshire Ave, DelLand 2 8/12/2024 7/16/2026 Flock Safety
2025-P-USE-0004  [Multiple Locations, DeLand 6 10/1/2024 7/21/2026 Flock Safety
2025-P-USE-0114 |W New Hampshire Ave, DelLand 1 12/3/2024 7/16/2026 Flock Safety
2025-P-USE-0115 [Taylor Rd, Port Orange 1 12/3/2024 7/17/2026 Flock Safety
2025-P-USE-0120 |Silver Beach Ave, Daytona Beach 1 12/3/2024 5/21/2025 Flock Safety
2025-P-USE-0133  [Richard Petty Blvd, Daytona Beach 2 12/10/2024 7/20/2026 Flock Safety
2025-P-USE-0270 |S Kepler Rd, Deland 1 2/6/2025 7/16/2026 Flock Safety
2025-P-USE-0272  |LPGA Blvd, Holly Hill 1 2/6/2025 7/17/2026 Flock Safety
2025-P-USE-0369 |N Kepler Rd, DelLand 1 3/13/2025 7/16/2026 Flock Safety
2025-P-USE-0480 |Dirksen Dr, Debary 1 2/6/2025 7/17/2026 Flock Safety
2025-P-USE-0538 |S Kepler Rd, DelLand 1 5/15/2025 7/16/2026 Flock Safety
2025-P-USE-0664 |Multiple Locations, NSB 10 7/15/2025 7/17/2026 Flock Safety
2025-P-USE-0815 |2738 N Atlantic Ave 1 8/27/2025 8/3/2026 Flock Safety
2025-P-USE-0915  |Beacon Light Rd & Arthur Ave, Edgewater 1 9/25/2025 7/20/2026 Flock Safety
2026-P-USE-0078 |10th St, Edgewater 1 10/23/2025 7/20/2026 Flock Safety

Total Number of LPRs Permitted on County Roads 79 %////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////j

Notes: 1. Does not include voided permits or withdrawn permit applications where permits were not issued
2. Does not include 3 permit applications currently being processed but not issued

3. Does not include the LPR cameras at Gemini Springs Park (2 each) and Doris Leeper Spruce Creek Preserve (6 each) installed by Parks & Rec.
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THE DAYTONA BEACH

NEWS-JOURNAL

STATE

Flock cameras: New Hampshire laws could
be model for Florida

Limits on data retention from Flock cameras and other license plate readers are among
suggestions for regulating the devices.

Frank Fernandez
Daytona Beach News-Journal

Updated Sept. 21, 2026, 1:29 p.m. ET

As Flock cameras go dark on Florida's state highways and law enforcement works to
turn them back on, the state of New Hampshire could end up serving as a model for
their regulations, according to State Rep. Bill Partington.

Partington, R-Ormond Beach, said he supports law enforcement but has concerns
about the cameras.

“It's like Big Brother, almost like Orwellian, George Orwell, '1984.' That's what
everybody's concerned about, and rightfully so, because these readers apparently
can create massive databases that potentially track the movements of everybody —
not just criminal elements — and so law-abiding Floridians who aren't suspected of
committing any kind of crime, their rights get violated in the process."

The proliferation of automatic license plate readers nationwide has led to a growing
backlash, which has even included Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis, a strong supporter of
law enforcement. DeSantis warned about Florida becoming a digital surveillance
state and cautioned about the possible ways data could be stored and used.

The News-Journal reached out to other area politicians, but they either didn't
respond or were unable to schedule an interview before press time.
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Partington said county sheriffs are working on proposals to regulate camera use,
something he looks forward to seeing.

New Hampshire offers framework on Flock cameras

Partington pointed to New Hampshire's regulations on automatic license plate
readers as a “framework” for Florida.

New Hampshire requires that data collected by automatic license plate readers be
deleted within three minutes, unless the information matches a crime police are
investigating, Partington said. If there’s a match on a carjacking, for example, it
stays in the system, but if there is no match, the data is deleted in three minutes.

“That seems to have worked pretty well and been identified as a good guardrail to
have in place,” Partington said.

At least 19 law enforcement officers and employees in five states have been arrested,
fired, placed on leave or under investigation over a two-month period for using
Flock Safety's network of automatic license plate readers for "potentially improper
or illegal purposes," according to a USA Today story published Aug. 28. And a
former Orange City police officer used license plate readers to track an ex-girlfriend,
according to a previous News-Journal story.

A law is also needed to address rogue uses of license plate reader information,
Partington said.

“The other thing I think may need to happen is to make it a felony to misuse the
information and have a minimum mandatory penalty attached to it, just to stress
how serious the concern is and the liberty interest is that if somebody's violating an
innocent resident's right, then there's a very serious criminal penalty for that,” he
said.

VC-CC-10/6/2026-1-5
https://www.news-journalonline.com/story/news/state/2026/09/21/flock-cameras-florida-automatic-license-plate-readers/91652467007/ 2/6



9/24/26, 12:03 PM Florida seeks to regulate Flock cameras, data amid privacy concerns

Florida attorney: 'Don't Flock me, bro'

Pat McGeehan, a former homicide detective who is now a criminal defense attorney,
has posted about license plate readers regularly on social media. McGeehan also has
some ideas on how Flock and similar license plate readers could be regulated.

For one, McGeehan said access to the data collected by the cameras must be
regulated and restricted. He said only law enforcement officers at a certain
command level should have access.

Like Partington, McGeehan also called for a law dealing specifically with misuse of
license plate readers.

“I think they need to make it a third-degree felony for misuse,” McGeehan said.
Another problem is how long law enforcement can keep the data.

“I think they need to deal with the retention because all these departments are
saying, 'Oh, we only keep the information for 30 days."

But McGeehan said he is aware of one case in which it was kept for months. A
special team within the Florida Highway Patrol on May 6, 2026, started an
investigation into a triple-fatal, hit-and-run crash on Oct. 4, 2025, on Interstate 4 in
Volusia County, which killed Flagler County Deputy Administrator Jorge Salinas
and his wife, Nancy.

During that review, FHP investigators generated a report from Vigilant license plate
readers on a maroon Dodge Durango from May 20, 2025, to April 27, 2026,
according to an arrest affidavit. The investigation led to the arrest of Alisa Lee
Montalvo, 47, of Deltona.

But license plate readers were also involved in another way in that case. A different
group of FHP personnel focused on a license plate reader photo of a black Dodge
Durango, which led to the arrest of Lindsey Isaacs, an innocent woman living in
Palm Coast at the time. Isaacs had done nothing wrong and was not at all involved
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in the crash, but she spent 13 days in the Volusia County Branch Jail on charges that
could have kept her in prison for life.

FHP arrested Isaacs even though her Durango showed no signs of being involved in
a crash.

McGeehan was her defense attorney and said the license plate reader photo played
a big role in the wrongful arrest of his client.

"It was huge," he said.

McGeehan ended the interview with what has become a common sentiment: "Don't
Flock me, bro."

The status of license plate readers in Florida

In late August, the state Department of Transportation revoked the permits for
Flock and other license plate readers along state highways, giving law enforcement
30 days to remove them.

The Al-powered cameras record and track license plate numbers, storing them in a
database that law enforcement and others can tap into and search.

But wait — there's more. Police can also search the database for a vehicle's
characteristics, like the color or model, any decals or dents, roof racks or tool racks,
according to Flock Safety's website.

How long is the information kept? It depends. Flock Safety states it cut its default
retention limit from 30 to seven days, unless the information is part of a criminal
investigation. Flock Safety's website also states its customers own and control the
data. The website also states that "Every community will continue to choose the
retention period that fits its public safety strategy."”

While Flock is the name in the news, there are other providers of automatic license
plate readers, such as Motorola Solutions and Axon.
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Cops say the automatic license plate readers are important tools that help them
catch criminals, solve violent crimes, find missing people, locate stolen vehicles,
and save lives. Critics say the license plate readers are surveillance tools that allow
the government to violate people's privacy rights as it builds massive databases that
can store the information indefinitely.

Flagler, Volusia sheriffs hope solution can be reached on Flock
cameras

After the state revoked the permits, Flagler County Sheriff Rick Staly said he would
comply with the state DOT's permit revocation and suspended the use of the
cameras. In a statement, Staly said his office is working with other law enforcement
officials and state leaders to address concerns about the automatic license plate
readers, calling the cameras "force-multipliers" when fighting crime.

The News-Journal asked Staly for an interview regarding the regulations or laws he
believes are necessary to allay the public's concerns about license plate readers.
Staly referred the News-Journal to his public information office. His director of
public information, Tonya Woodworth, then referred the News-Journal to his
statement, in which Staly said in part that agencies must put in place "safeguards”
against misuse of the cameras and said he was working with other law enforcement
agencies to address concerns.

Staly is vice president of the Florida Sheriff's Association and is "in line" to become
president of the association in July 2027, according to the Flagler Sheriff's Office
website.

Volusia Sheriff Mike Chitwood said in a statement that his agency would stop using
the automatic license plate readers. But Chitwood said he hoped that lawmakers
could come up with regulations that could protect people's rights while preserving
the cameras, which he said are a valuable tool for law enforcement.

Partington agreed that both interests could meet in the middle.
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“Public safety and individual liberty don't have to be mutually exclusive,”
Partington said. “I think we can give law enforcement some effective technology
without creating, you know, a permanent surveillance system that tracks innocent
citizens.”

Some cops continue using license plate readers on non-state
roads

Some law enforcement agencies, such as the Polk County Sheriff's Office and the
Bunnell Police Department, have said they will stop using the cameras on state
roads but continue to use them on non-state roads.

“They're putting themselves in a situation where they're potentially violating the
rights of innocent residents who haven't committed any crimes, and yet they're
being tracked as though the government has some interest in them, and that's really
the big issue,” Partington said.

— Frank Fernandez covers courts and criminal justice in Volusia and Flagler
counties for The Daytona Beach News-Journal.
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