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CITY OF STUART, FLORIDA 

AGENDA ITEM REQUEST 
City Commission 

 
Meeting Date: 6/8/2026 Prepared by: Jodi Nentwick 
 
Title of Item: 
BACKYARD CHICKENS IN CERTAIN RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICTS (RC): 
 
ORDINANCE No. 2552-2026; AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 
STUART, FLORIDA AMENDING THE CITY’S LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE CHAPTER II – ZONING 
DISTRICTS USES ALLOWED, DENSITY, INTENSITY, SECTION 2.06.00. – SUPPLEMENTAL USE 
STANDARDS TO ADD A NEW SECTION 2.06.24. BACKYARD CHICKENS IN CERTAIN RESIDENTIAL 
ZONING DISTRICTS AND TO AMEND THE CITY’S CODE OF ORDINANCES CHAPTER 8 – ANIMALS, 
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL, SECTION 8.2. – LIVESTOCK PROHIBITED IN THE STUART’S CODE OF 
ORDINANCES, BY REMOVING CERTAIN PROVISIONS RELATED TO ALLOW BACKYARD 
CHICKENS IN CERTAIN RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICTS; PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF 
PRIOR ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 
 
Summary Explanation/Background Information on Agenda Request: 

Background 

On February 23, 2026, the City Commission directed staff to prepare the necessary ordinance to allow 
backyard chickens within certain residential zoning districts. 

The City Commission recognizes a growing trend toward sustainable living practices, including the desire 
to incorporate fresher, locally sourced products into daily diets. Additionally, there is increasing interest in 
providing residents with opportunities to engage in small-scale, backyard food production. Allowing a 
limited number of chickens on residential properties supports these objectives by enabling property 
owners to produce eggs for personal consumption. 

The proposed amendment would permit the keeping of up to four (4) chickens as an accessory use on 
occupied, detached single-family and duplex properties within the R-1A, R-1, R-2, Urban Neighborhood, 
and Single-Family Detached (SFD) zoning districts within the East Stuart Neighborhood. This use would 
be subject to the terms and conditions outlined in the attached draft ordinance. 

CRB Recommendations 

On May 5, 2026, the Community Redevelopment Board (CRB) held a public hearing and recommended 
approval to the City Commission with the following recommendations: 

• Consider a hedge in lieu of a fence. 
• Increase the height of the chicken coop to seven (7) feet. 
• Consider a five (5) foot fence in lieu of a six (6) foot fence. 

 
LPA Recommendations 
On May 14, 2026, the Local Planning Agency (LPA) held a public hearing and recommended approval for 
the City Commission with the caveat that the City Commission consider a annual fee in lieu of a permit of 
$65.00. Additionally, the LPA recommended a yearly license renewal fee of $10.00.  
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Funding Source: 
N/A 
 
Recommended Action: 
Staff requests transmittal to Second Reading (Adoption) scheduled for the regular scheduled meeting on 
June 22, 2026. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Draft Ordinance 2552-2026 - Backyard Chicken (1) 
2. Ordinance 2552-2026 COS Business Impact Estimate Backyard Chickens 
3. UFIFAS Article - Exploring the Possibilities of Backyard Chickens Locally 
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BEFORE THE CITY COMMISSION 
CITY OF STUART, FLORIDA 

 
ORDINANCE NUMBER 2552-2026 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY 
OF STUART, FLORIDA AMENDING THE CITY’S LAND 
DEVELOPMENT CODE CHAPTER II – ZONING DISTRICTS 
USES ALLOWED, DENSITY, INTENSITY, SECTION 2.06.00. – 
SUPPLEMENTAL USE STANDARDS TO ADD A NEW SECTION 
2.06.24. BACKYARD CHICKENS IN CERTAIN RESIDENTIAL 
ZONING DISTRICTS AND TO AMEND THE CITY’S CODE OF 
ORDINANCES CHAPTER 8 – ANIMALS, ARTICLE I. IN 
GENERAL, SECTION 8.2. – LIVESTOCK PROHIBITED IN THE 
STUART’S CODE OF ORDINANCES, BY REMOVING 
CERTAIN PROVISIONS RELATED TO ALLOW BACKYARD 
CHICKENS IN CERTAIN RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICTS; 
PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF PRIOR ORDINANCES 
AND RESOLUTIONS; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

 
***** 

 
WHEREAS, Florida Statutes § 163.3202 requires the City of Stuart to adopt or amend 

and enforce land development regulations that are consistent with and implement the City’s 

comprehensive plan; and  

WHEREAS, Goal Statement 1.A of the City’s Comprehensive Plan is to maintain and 

enhance Stuart’s quality of life, natural beauty and small-town waterfront character, its stable 

residential neighborhoods, and its status as the commercial/institutional hub for greater Martin 

County; and 
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 WHEREAS, on February 23, 2026, the City Commissioners directed staff to prepare the 

necessary ordinance to allow backyard chickens within certain residential zoning districts; and  

 WHEREAS, the City Commission recognizes the general trend in society to pursue a 

green lifestyle, to incorporate fresher products into diets, and to provide additional methods for 

allowing residents to engage in backyard food production through keeping and raising a limed 

number of chickens on single-family properties for production of eggs for the property owners’ 

consumption; and 

 WHEREAS, the City recognizes that the allowance of keeping backyard chickens into an 

urban residential setting must be balanced with the compatibility of surrounding property uses and 

that the accommodation of allowing backyard chickens in residential areas not cause undue noise, 

odor, or unsanitary conditions within the community; and 

 WHEREAS, the City desires to allow the keeping of up to four (4) chickens on an occupied 

detached single-family and duplex properties within zoning districts R-1A, R-1, R-2, Urban 

Neighborhood and SFD in East Stuart Neighborhood as an accessory use, subject to the terms and 

conditions herein; and 

 WHEREAS, the City has determined that the allowance of a limited number of backyard 

chickens as an accessory use as provided herein is in the best interests of health, safety, and welfare 

of the residents of the City, and that this Ordinance is consistent with the City’s Comprehensive 

Plan. 

 WHEREAS, on May 5, 2026, the Community Redevelopment Board (CRB) held duly 

noticed public hearing to consider this ordinance; and  

 WHEREAS, on May 14, 2026, the Local Planning Agency (LPA) held duly noticed public 

hearing to consider this ordinance; and  
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 NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE 

CITY OF STUART, FLORIDA, that: 

SECTION 1:  Recitals.  The foregoing recitals are hereby ratified and incorporated as the 
legislative intent of this Ordinance.  
 
SECTION 2:  The provisions of the City of Stuart Land Development Code and Code of 
Ordinances as amended are hereby adopted as shown herein below. 
 
Chapter II – ZONING DISTRICTS USES ALLOWED, DENSITY, INTERNSITY  

Sec. 2.06.24. Backyard Chickens in Certain Residential Zoning Districts. 

A. Intent. The intent of this section is to establish and implement a permanent backyard 
chicken-keeping program allowing residents to keep or raise chickens on developed and 
occupied detached single-family and duplex properties within zoning districts R-1A, R-
1, R-2, Urban Neighborhood and SFD in East Stuart Neighborhood (hereinafter “ 
Approved Zoning Districts”) subject to the terms and conditions of this section.   

B. General conditions for backyard chickens in certain residential zoning districts. 
1. Any person(s) residing in a single-family dwelling or duplex within the Approved 

Zoning Districts may apply for and obtain a permit from the City’s Development 
Department prior to keeping or maintaining chickens on the subject property. 

2. If a tenant or person applying for a permit hereunder is not the property owner of the 
subject property, the property owner must consent in writing to the application for the 
permit.  

3. In order to obtain a permit under this section, any person(s) applying for a permit for 
the keeping of chickens must show that they can meet the requirements of this section 
by providing a site plan drawn to scale, showing the following: 

a. Property size with dimensions; 
b. Location of existing and proposed structures on the property; 
c. Existing easements or land restrictions on the property; and 
d. Proposed fencing or screening. 

4. The City may conduct site inspections of the subject property to make compliance 
determinations under this section prior to and after issuance of a permit. The City shall 
provide 48 hour notice to permit holders prior to performing inspections. 

5. The City may deny a permit application if it is determined that the person(s) applying 
for a permit cannot meet the requirements of this section. The issuance of a permit for 
the keeping of chickens is conditioned upon and subject to the terms and conditions 
of this section. 

6. A maximum of four (4) female chickens may be kept on the subject property upon 
receiving a permit from the City hereunder. No male chickens shall be permitted.  
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7. Any and all persons who owns, controls, keeps, maintain or harbors chickens under a 
permit from the City hereunder must keep the chickens confined on the subject 
property at all times within a chicken coop or chicken pen unless a person is 
supervising and keeping the chickens within the confines of a fenced rear yard on the 
subject property.  

8. Any and all chickens permitted hereunder shall be kept only for personal use.  The 
selling of chickens, eggs, feathers or chicken manure, or the breeding of chickens for 
commercial purposes is prohibited.  In addition, the chickens shall not be bred or 
slaughtered on the premises of the subject property.  

C. Location and requirements for chicken coops and enclosures. Backyard chicken-keeping 
shall be permitted as an accessory use within Approved Zoning Districts, where the lot or 
parcel is developed and occupied by a single-family detached or duplex residence. 
Chickens shall not be kept on residential property with mobile home/manufactured home 
parks, triplexes, townhomes and apartments or other multi-family properties. Permission 
for backyard chicken-keeping shall be subject to the following standards and conditions: 

1. The maximum size of the coop and pen area shall be 120 square feet. 

2. The maximum height of a coop and the pen fence around the coop shall be six feet, 
as measured from the existing grade to the highest part of the coop or fence. 

3. The coop and pen area shall be located in the rear yard of the developed and 
occupied single-family detached or duplex property. 

4. The coop and pen shall be set back a minimum of five feet from the side and rear 
lot lines and a minimum of 20 feet from any side street, so long as the coop and pen 
area shall be at least 25 feet from any residential structure on an adjoining lot. 

5. Chicken coops and pens shall be completely screened from adjacent roadways and 
neighboring parcels by a six-foot tall opaque fence or wall erected on the property 
line. A chain-link fence, chain-link fence with slats, or similar fence shall not 
constitute an opaque wall or fence. 

6. All enclosures for the keeping of chickens shall be so constructed and maintained 
as to prevent rodents or other pests from being harbored underneath, within, or 
within the walls of the enclosure. Chicken coops must be impermeable to rodents, 
wild birds, predators and weather, including all openings, ventilation holes, doors 
and gates. Enclosures shall be kept in neat condition, including provision of clean, 
dry bedding materials and regular removal of waste materials, so as to not create an 
odor. 

7. All chicken feed shall be kept in a secured and covered metal or plastic container, 
or otherwise protected so as to prevent rodents and other pests from gaining access 
to it. 

8. Once a backyard chicken-keeping permit has been issued, the location will be 
subject to an annual inspection at the option of the City to ensure that the area is 
being maintained in a manner that is safe and sanitary for the animals and does not 
create a nuisance for the neighbors. 
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9. If a resident decides not to continue with their permit, or if the permit is revoked, 
per subsection (e), the resident is responsible for finding appropriate homes for the 
chickens within 30 days. In addition, a final inspection shall be completed in 30 
days to ensure that the chickens, coop, and pen have been removed from the subject 
property. 

10. Composting of chicken manure is allowed in an enclosed bin.  The composting bin 
shall be kept at least 20 feet away from all property lines.  

D. Revocation of permits.  A permit may be revoked by the City for any of the following 
reasons: 

1. If a permit holder fails to obtain chickens within six months of obtaining the permit. 

2. If a permit holder discontinues maintaining chickens for a six month period. 

3. If any condition of the chicken-keeping permit has been violated, the City may 
revoke the permit immediately if the violation has not been remedied within seven 
days after written notice of the violation. 

4. Without affording the permit holder the opportunity to remedy a violation as set 
forth above, revocation shall occur if there are more than three separate violations 
occurring in a 90-day period arising from the backyard chickens. 

5. If revoked, neither the resident, nor anyone else on the same premises may reapply 
for a period for 12 months from the date of revocation. All chickens must be 
removed from the subject property during any time the permit is revoked. 

6. A person aggrieved by a decision to deny or revoke a chicken-keeping temporary 
permit may appeal to the city manager or their designee. 

E. Violations. In the event that a violation of this section occurs, the City shall have the right 
to one or more of the following remedies or actions: 

1. Institute code enforcement and/or animal control proceedings and prosecute code 
violations against the violator and the property owner of the real property where the 
violation occurs. 

2. Take any other action or remedy authorized by law or in equity, including but not 
limited to, instituting an action in court to enjoin violating actions, in which case 
the violating person shall be liable to the city for reimbursement of the city's 
attorneys' fees and costs concerning such action; and 

3. Revoke the permit for the keeping of chickens.  

Chapter 8 – ANIMALS 

ARTICLE I. – IN GENERAL 

Sec. 8-2. Livestock prohibited. 

(a) The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this section, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this subsection, except where the context clearly indicates a different 
meaning:  
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Livestock means any horse, mule, pony, fowl, jackass, cow, bull, steer, goat, sheep, pig, hog, 
or other domestic animal not customarily kept as a household pet.  

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to keep livestock in the city or to allow livestock to run at 
large within the city with the exception of domestic chickens (Gallus domesticus) being kept, 
harbored, raised, or maintained under one of the following: (1) as accessory to a permitted 
urban farm subject to the restrictions contained in section 2.06.08 of the Stuart Land 
Development Code; or (2) as backyard chickens in certain residential zoning districts subject 
to the restrictions contained in Section 2.06.24 of the Stuart Land Development Code.  

SECTION 3:  All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed to 
the extent of such conflict.    
 
SECTION 4: If any word, clause, sentence, paragraph, section, or part thereof contained in this 
Ordinance is declared to be unconstitutional, unenforceable, void, or inoperative by a court of 
competent jurisdiction, such declaration shall not affect the validity of the remainder of this 
Ordinance. 
 
SECTION 5: The provisions of this Ordinance shall be codified. 
 
SECTION 6: This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon adoption.  
 
First read on the ____ day of _____________. 

 Commissioner ______ offered the foregoing Ordinance and moved its adoption.  The motion 

was seconded by Commissioner _______ and upon being put to a roll call vote, the vote was as 

follows:  

 YES NO ABSENT ABSTAIN 
CHRISTOPHER COLLINS, MAYOR     
SEAN REED, VICE MAYOR     
EULA CLARKE, COMMISSIONER     
LAURA GIOBBI, COMMISSIONER     
CAMPBELL RICH, COMMISSIONER     

 
ADOPTED on second and final reading this  XXXX_day of _XXXXX, 2026. 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________________   _____________________________ 
MARY R. KINDEL, MMC    CHRISTOPHER COLLINS 
CITY CLERK       MAYOR 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM 
AND CORRECTNESS: 
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_____________________________ 
LEE J. BAGGETT, ESQ. 
CITY ATTORNEY 
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Business Impact Estimate 

Proposed ordinance’s title/reference:  
Backyard Chickens in Certain Residential Zoning Districts 
 
 
This Business Impact Estimate is provided in accordance with section 166.041(4), Florida 
Statutes. If one or more boxes are checked below, this means the City of Stuart is of the 
view that a business impact estimate is not required by state law1 for the proposed 
ordinance, but the City is, nevertheless, providing this Business Impact Estimate as a 
courtesy and to avoid any procedural issues that could impact the enactment of the 
proposed ordinance. This Business Impact Estimate may be revised following its initial 
posting. 

☐  The proposed ordinance is required for compliance with Federal or State law or 
regulation; 

☐  The proposed ordinance relates to the issuance or refinancing of debt; 
☐  The proposed ordinance relates to the adoption of budgets or budget 

amendments, including revenue sources necessary to fund the budget; 
☐  The proposed ordinance is required to implement a contract or an agreement, 

including, but not limited to, any Federal, State, local, or private grant or other 
financial assistance accepted by the municipal government; 

☐  The proposed ordinance is an emergency ordinance; 
☐  The ordinance relates to procurement; or 
☒  The proposed ordinance is enacted to implement the following: 

a. Part II of Chapter 163, Florida Statutes, relating to growth policy, county and 
municipal planning, and land development regulation, including zoning, 
development orders, development agreements and development permits; 

b. Sections 190.005 and 190.046, Florida Statutes, regarding community 
development districts; 

c. Section 553.73, Florida Statutes, relating to the Florida Building Code; or 
d. Section 633.202, Florida Statutes, relating to the Florida Fire Prevention Code. 

 
In accordance with the provisions of controlling law, even notwithstanding the fact that 
an exemption noted above may apply, the City of Stuart hereby publishes the following 
information: 
  

 
1 See Section 166.041(4)(c), Florida Statutes. 
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1. Summary of the proposed ordinance: 
 
The proposed amendment to the City’s Code of Ordinances and Land Development Code 
would permit the keeping of up to four (4) chickens as an accessory use on occupied, 
detached single-family and duplex properties within the R-1A, R-1, R-2, Urban 
Neighborhood, and Single-Family Detached zoning districts within the East Stuart 
Neighborhood. The chickens will only be permitted in the backyard in a small sized 
chicken coup. In addition, the chickens can only be kept for personal use.   
 
 
2. Estimate of the direct economic impact of the proposed ordinance on private, 
for-profit businesses in the City including: 
(a) An estimate of direct compliance costs that businesses may reasonably incur. 
(b) Any new charge or fee imposed by the proposed ordinance or for which 
businesses will be financially responsible; and 
(c) An estimate of the City’s regulatory costs, including estimated revenues from 
any new charges or fees to cover such costs. 
 
Staff does not opine that the ordinance would have any impact on private, for-profit 
businesses because the ordinance is limited to allowing residents to keep a small number 
of chicken in their backyards for personal use only.  
 
3. Good faith estimate of the number of businesses likely to be impacted by the 
proposed ordinance: 
 
None 
 
 
4. Additional information the governing body deems useful: 
 
None 
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