
  
 

   

Meeting Type City Council – Regular Meeting 
Meeting Date May 20, 2026 
 

Agenda Request Form 
City of Cape Coral 

 
 

 
Title 
Ordinance 17-26 (TXT26-000001) Public Hearing (Continued from the May 6, 2026 Regular Meeting)  
 
Ordinances and Resolutions 
An Ordinance of the Mayor and City Council of the City of Cape Coral, Florida, amending the City of 
Cape Coral, Florida, Land Development Code, by amending Section 5.2.7., Fences and Walls, set 
forth within Article 5,  Development Standards, Chapter 2, Accessory Structures, regarding the 
General Requirements and Restrictions on Fences and Walls; providing for severability and an 
effective date. (Brought forward by City Management) 
City Planning Staff Recommendation:  Approval 
Planning and Zoning Commission Recommendation:  Approval  
 
 
 
 
Requested Action  Approve or Deny 
 
Summary Explanation and Background 
Ordinance 17-26 amends sections 5.2.1 and 5.2.7 of Articles 5 of the Land Development Code (LDC) 
for fence and wall requirements.  This ordinance will eliminate existing inconsistencies and duplicities 
appearing in the LDC, provide needed clarity on specific subsections, and offer flexibility to property 
owners seeking minor relief from setback, height and materially requirements for fences and walls.  The 
ordinance also provides exemptions from specific regulatory requirements for areas deemed vital for 
the protection of the health, safety and welfare of the community.  This ordinance is consistent with one 
objective appearing in the Comprehensive Plan and is also consistent with applicable standards for 
proposed LDC text amendments.  Staff recommends approval of Ordinance 17-26.   

 
Strategic Plan Alignment 
Is this a Strategic Decision? NO 
 If No, will it harm the intent or success of the Strategic Plan?   
 If Yes, Priority Goals Supported are listed below: 

☐ CITY SERVICES AND AMENITIES: DELIVER EXCEPTIONAL CITY SERVICES AND HIGH-
QUALITY AMENITIES 

☐ COMMUNICATION: CULTIVATE AN ENGAGED AND INFORMED COMMUNITY AND 
WORKFORCE 

☐ ECONOMY, EDUCATION, AND WORKFORCE: CREATE A COMMUNITY OF PROSPEROUS 
RESIDENTS, THRIVING NEIGHBORHOODS, AND SUCCESSFUL BUSINESSES 
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Is this a Consultant recommendation? NO 
Is this contained in a Master Plan? NO 
If yes to either question, please provide details of the name of consultant or name of the 
Master Plan when applicable:    N/A 
 
 
Recommendations:   
City Planning Staff Recommendation: Approval 
Planning and Zoning Commission Recommendation: Approval 
 
 
Source of Additional Information: 
Brett Limbaugh, Development Services Director (239) 242-3050 

 
 
Fiscal Impact/Funding Sources(s)/Budget Consideration: 
N/A 
 
 
Will this action result in a Budget Amendment? NO 
 
 
Prepared By:  Janna Balsley, Planning Technician 
 
 
 

☐ FISCAL SUSTAINABILITY: MAINTAIN A FINANCIALLY SOUND GOVERNMENT AND HIGH-
PERFORMING ORGANIZATION 

☐ INFRASTRUCTURE : INVEST IN RESILIENT INFRASTRUCTURE 

☐ ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY: PRESERVE CAPE CORAL'S NATURAL RESOURCES 
FOR CURRENT AND FUTURE GENERATIONS 
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Section 5.2.7 Fences and Walls – Added Language

A. Section 5.2.7.A.3.d: Retaining walls directly associated with the support and 
installation of an elevated pool deck including those retaining walls utilized 
for fall protection.  For the purposes of this section a retaining wall shall be 
defined as any structure, designed or built, to resist the lateral pressure of soil or 
other materials, including backfill, at a grade elevation change.  This includes any 
structure, of any materiality, whose primary intention is to stabilize and support 
material on one side that would otherwise be prone to movement or erosion.  
This definition does not apply to landscape edging or other similar modular and 
removeable systems less than 24 inches in height, as measured vertically from 
the bottom of the system to its uppermost extent, and which does not support 
surcharge loads or affect slope stability.
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Business Impact Estimate 

Proposed ordinance’s title/reference: ORDINANCE 17-26: 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CAPE 
CORAL, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE CITY OF CAPE CORAL, FLORIDA, LAND 
DEVELOPMENT CODE, BY AMENDING SECTION 5.2.1., GENERAL 
REQUIREMENTS, SET FORTH WITHIN ARTICLE 5, DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS, 
CHAPTER 2, ACCESSORY STRUCTURES; AMENDING SECTION 5.2.7., FENCES 
AND WALLS, SET FORTH WITHIN ARTICLE 5,  DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS, 
CHAPTER 2, ACCESSORY STRUCTURES, REGARDING THE GENERAL 
REQUIREMENTS AND RESTRICTIONS ON FENCES AND WALLS; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
This Business Impact Estimate is provided in accordance with section 166.041(4), Florida 
Statutes.   

In accordance with the provisions of controlling law, even notwithstanding the fact that 
an exemption noted above may apply, the City of Cape Coral hereby publishes the 
following information: 
 
1. Summary of the proposed ordinance (must include a statement of the public purpose, 
such as serving the public health, safety, morals, and welfare):  
 
The public purpose of this ordinance is to revise existing codified language 
involving fences and walls and add new language for emergency response, and 
applicability.  The bulk of the revisions are to fix formatting errors, grammatical 
errors, duplications, and add specificity for a more streamline and uniform code 
section.  These revisions will aid in interpretation and implementation of the 
standards and regulations of the code and assist in fast and consistent review. 
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2. An estimate of the direct economic impact of the proposed ordinance on private, for-
profit businesses in the City of Cape Coral, if any: 
(a) An estimate of direct compliance costs that businesses may reasonably incur; 
 
Non-Applicable. The proposed ordinance does not impact any businesses.  The 
existing regulations are being maintained and streamlined. 
 
(b) Any new charge or fee imposed by the proposed ordinance or for which businesses 
will be financially responsible; and 
 
Not Applicable.  No new charges or fees other than those already established within 
the Land Development Code. 
 
(c) An estimate of the City of Cape Coral’s regulatory costs, including estimated revenues 
from any new charges or fees to cover such costs. 
 
Not Applicable. No new charges, fees, or associated costs other than those already 
established within, and associated with implementation of, the Land Development 
Code. 
 
3. Good faith estimate of the number of businesses likely to be impacted by the proposed 
ordinance:  
 
Non-Quantifiable.  The proposed ordinance does not impact any businesses, as no 
new regulations are proposed which would impart any stricter requirements then 
those already contained in the existing code. 
 
4. Additional information the governing body deems useful (if any): 
  
None 
 


