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ORDINANCE 
NO. 26-5590
Ordinance to extend paid parking hours 
and to further increase fines for parking 
violations

May 4, 2026
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• On March 23, 2026, Parking Division 
gave a presentation to the City 
Commission regarding a rate analysis 
of the paid parking program

• Made three recommendations to 
increase revenues to support parking 
expenses and capital improvement 
projects

• Commission approved two of the 
recommendations

• Increase in citation fines and 
extension of paid parking hours

• Requires amendments and changes 
to the Code of the City of Sarasota 
Chapter 33, Traffic and Motor Vehicles
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RECOMMENDATION #1
CITATION FEE 
INCREASE

• Average of 50k citations paid annually
• Proposed $5 standard increase
• Current rates are $25, $30, and $35
• New rates would be $30, $35, and $40
• $280,750 annual revenue increase
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RECOMMENDATION #3 OPTION 2
INCREASED HOURS WITH EXISTING RATES

4

Location # of Spaces
Rate 

Structure
Days per 

Week
Operating 

Hours
Avg. Daily

Occupancy
Paid

Parking Model

On-street 1000 $1.50/hr. 7 8AM-12AM (16 hrs. 
total)

70% $4,151,280

On-street 
Judicial District 100 $1.00/hr. 7 8AM-12AM (16 hrs. 

total)

90% $355,824

Garages (M-TH) 739
$0 (1st hr.) 
$2 (2nd hr.)        
$1 (ea additional hr.)

4 24 hours 55% $1,345,187

Garages (F-Sun) 739
$0 (1st hr.) 
$2 (2nd hr.)        
$1 (ea additional hr.)

3 24 hours 55% $974,493

Surface Lots 351 $1.00/hr. 7 24 hours 30% $624,471

$ 7,451,355 

$2,720,653

Total

Increase
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SUMMARY OF PROJECTED REVENUES AND 
EXPENSES WITH EXTENDED HOURS

5

 Increased Transient Fees  $2,720,653    $2,802,273   $2,886,341       $2,972,931      $3,062,119 

 Increased Citation fees  $280,750    $289,173     $297,848         $306,783        $315,987 

 New Annual Revenues $6,287,790  $9,477,827  $9,762,162    $10,055,027  $10,356,678  $10,667,378

 COMBINED EXPENDITURES  $6,558,574  $8,803,030     $9,496,716    $8,554,661     $9,060,720     $9,229,785 

 Net Operating Income  $(270,784)  $674,797 $265,446     $1,500,366     $1,295,958      $1,437,593
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SEC. 33-1. - DEFINITIONS

6

, in 
addition to Sundays, mean the following days: to be declared 
holidays; New Year's Day, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, 
Washington's Birthday, President's Day, Good Friday Afternoon, 
National Memorial Day, Juneteenth, Independence Day, Labor 
Day, Veteran's Day, Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day.
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SEC. 33-131. - DEFINITIONS

7

 of sufficient 
length and width to accommodate a vehicle to be parked, as shall be 
specified and marked off by the direction of the city manager.
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SEC. 33-131. – DEFINITIONS - CONTINUED

8

 whether such vehicle is 
occupied or not, and whether such vehicle is accompanied by an 
operator or not.
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SEC. 33-135. - MAXIMUM PARKING TIME; NOTICE; 
HOURS OF OPERATION; APPLICABILITY

9

 a parking meter or 
parking pay station is required. Notice to the public shall be given by 
appropriate signs setting forth the length of time for which parking is 
permitted and the conditions thereof. Such signs may be posted upon the 
parking meter stand, pay station or in the immediate vicinity. It shall be 
unlawful for any person to park any vehicle or allow any vehicle to remain 
parked in any parking space for which the deposit of payment in a parking 
meter or parking pay station is required for a period of time longer than the 
time limit allowed pursuant to the payment made through the mechanical 
parking time indicator, parking meter, parking pay station or other device or 
procedure used for collecting parking fees and charges.
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SEC. 33-135. - MAXIMUM PARKING TIME; NOTICE; 
HOURS OF OPERATION; APPLICABILITY - 
CONTINUED

10

 Tthe provisions of this 
division shall apply to vehicles parked or standing upon the streets of 
the city when such vehicles are parked or standing upon such streets 
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. until 12:00 a.m. midnight seven (7) days 
a week. 
(c)  Except as provided in subsection (d) below, the provisions of this 
division shall apply twenty-four (24) hours a day, seven (7) days a week 
to vehicles parked or standing in municipal garages and municipal 
surface parking lots.
(d)  The provisions of this division shall not apply on holidays as defined 

in Section 33-1 of this chapter.
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SEC. 33-136. - DUTY OF OPERATORS OF VEHICLES TO 
DEPOSIT PAYMENT; PARKING BEYOND TIME FIXED 
FOR SUCH VEHICLE

11

, 
municipal parking lot, or municipal parking garage in which such 
parking space is located.  If the vehicle shall remain parked in any such 
parking space beyond the parking time limit allowed, the parking 
meter shall display a sign showing illegal parking and, in such event, 
such vehicle shall be considered as parked overtime.
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SEC. 33-118. - PARKING IN EXCESS OF 
POSTED TIME LIMITS PROHIBITED.

12

 of securing additional parking privileges where the 
aggregate time that such vehicle is parked will be more than the 
maximum time indicated on such posted signs on the particular street 
or off-street parking lot.
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SEC. 33-118. - PARKING IN EXCESS OF 
POSTED TIME LIMITS PROHIBITED - CONTINUED
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SEC. 33-118. - PARKING IN EXCESS OF 
POSTED TIME LIMITS PROHIBITED - CONTINUED

14

12:00 
a.m. midnight seven days a week.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, the 
days or hours of enforcement may be reduced if so noted on signs 
placed within the right of way or city operated parking lot by the city.  
The provisions of this chapter shall not apply on Sundays and holidays, 
as defined in Section 33-1 of this chapter.
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SEC. 33-167. - FINE SCHEDULE

15

 $30.00
 $30.00
 $30.00
 $50.00
 $35.00
 $50.00
 $40.00
 $50.00

 $50.00
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SEC. 33-167. - FINE SCHEDULE - CONTINUED

16

  $40.00

 
dollar ($15.00) twenty dollar ($20.00) delinquency fee.  Two additional 
delinquency fees of fifteen dollars ($15.00) twenty dollars ($20.00) each shall be 
assessed for every additional thirty (30) days such parking fine and delinquency 
fee(s) remains unpaid (maximum of $45.00 $60.00).

, the caption "PARKING BY DISABLED PERMIT ONLY" or by 
both such symbol and caption . . . . $250.00
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IMPLEMENTATION DATE 
JUNE 1, 2026 

Questions or Comments?
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