
           BACKUP MATERIALS INCLUDED WITH AGENDA REQUEST FOR: 

 City Commission Discussion and Direction Regarding US Recycling 

Materials included: 

1.Video Link - US Recycling

(page 2)

2. US Recycling Backup Material (page 3)
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US Recycling Video Link 

https://vimeo.com/1165795949?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci 
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Introduction 
For a period exceeding five years, the operations conducted by US Recycling have resulted 
in material adverse impacts upon the surrounding community. The facility’s activities have 
created health risks from stormwater contamination, groundwater contamination, and 
spikes of dangerous fugitive concrete dust. Dozens of families have reported health issues 
symptomatic of exposure to concrete crushing. 

Facility management has consistently disregarded municipal ordinances, including but not 
limited to, unauthorized servicing of industrial vehicles beyond permitted operational hours 
and the generation of noise levels that substantially interfere with residents’ lawful right to 
quiet and peaceful enjoyment of their property. 

Despite multiple citations issued by the relevant governmental authorities for violations of 
state and federal regulations, management has failed to implement effective corrective 
measures. The facility’s sustained pattern of non-compliance and recidivism demonstrates 
that existing agency enforcement actions have proven insufficient to remedy the ongoing 
harm. 

The following documentation delineates the extensive record of violations over the relevant 
period and evidences the persistent unwillingness of US Recycling to bring its operations 
into compliance with applicable legal standards and to protect public health. 
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Stormwater contamination 
Suncoast Waterkeeper, a non-profit organization focusing on environmental issues, tested 
stormwater run-off from the US Recycling facility and found contamination in violation of 
the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, also known as the “Clean Water Act”. 

On Oct 3, 2025 Suncoast Waterkeeper sent US Recycling a “Notice of Violations and Intent 
to File Suit.1 

Activities causing the violations 

Below is an excerpt from Waterkeeper’s notice to US Recycling: 

“Scrap and waste recycling facilities, especially those with outdoor stockpiling, 
processing and segregation of materials, have been identified as a major source of 
storm water contamination.  In addition to the storage and processing of various 
sources of scrap metal and waste materials, such facilities also conduct vehicle 
operation and maintenance and equipment operation and storage. Fork lifts, trucks, 
and other vehicles track debris, particulate matter, and other contaminants to areas 
on and off the premises. Vehicles also expose many other sources of pollution to 
the elements, including gasoline, diesel fuel, anti-freeze, battery fluids, and 
hydraulic fluids.”  

 
1 Suncoast Waterkeeper notice dated Oct 3,2025 (document) 
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Groundwater contamination  

Summary 

In 2007, elevated levels of arsenic, cadmium, chromium and lead were found in the 
groundwater at the site.  Florida Department of Environmental Protection (“FDEP”) 
recommended a site assessment to determine level of contamination. 2   

In 2011, US Recycling (Freedom Estates Inc) purchased the property and became the 
responsible party for testing and remediation. 3  As of October 2025, no remedial action has 
been undertaken to address the groundwater contamination. 

Timeline 

December 2007 

• FDEP finds contaminated groundwater and issues letter requiring sit assessment to 
avoid formal enforcement action.4  

August 2022  

• FDEP required new site assessment since the site has been disturbed in nearly all 
areas due to the new use by US Recycling.5 
 
The site assessment report performed in March 2022 delineated an arsenic plume 
that covers much of the southern half of the site and includes the crush concrete 
stockpile areas and the metals stockpiles. The ERMI plume interpretation indicates 
that the plume likely extends off the source property to the west. 6 

March 2023 

• FDEP meets with consultants hired by US Recycling to perform site assessment. 7 

February 2024 

• FDEP again requests a site assessment based upon reported contaminant 
concentrations in soil exceeding Residential Soil Cleanup Target Levels.8 

 
2 FDEP letter dated August 29, 2022 (document), page 2 
3 Ibid. (document), page 3 
4 FDEP letter dated December 6, 2007 (document) 
5 FDEP letter dated August 29, 2022, (document), page 6 
6 Ibid, (document), page 7 
7 FDEP meeting notes (document) 
8 FDEP letter dated Feb 2, 2024 (document) 
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March 2024 

• US Recycling, through their attorney, writes to the city that they intend to remediate, 
implying that the contamination remains unrectified.9 

May 2024 

• In meeting with US Recycling engineers FDEP, US Recycling tried to pin the 
contamination from off-site railroad ties, but FDEP stated off-site materials does not 
explain the contamination levels. “The possibility of off-site influence (arsenic laden 
groundwater) from the adjacent railroad property was discussed. This line of 
evidence, off-site influence, may be considered as part of the overall condition for 
the site, but does not appear to be a potentially exclusive source of groundwater 
contamination.”10 

Feb 2025 

• US Recycling issues the site assessment report.11 

August 2025 

• Site assessment was approved.  US Recycling has until Nov 4, 2025 to prepare a 
remedial action plan.12 

 

 
9 Icard letter dated March 8, 2024 (document) 
10 FDEP email dated May 23,2024 (document) 
11 Iravani Professional Association letter dated Feb 28,2025 (document) 
12 FDEP letter dated Aug 5,2025 (document) 
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Air Contamination 
Through an interlocal agreement with the state, Sarasota County monitors and takes 
regulatory action regarding air pollution in the county.13  

Non-compliance issues documented during the past 5 years of inspections have included 
operating without an approved air permit, record management deficiencies, lack of 
notifications, and equipment maintenance deficiencies. Dust has been documented on 
various occasions within the property during facility operations, including crushing and 
materials stockpiling.  The existing air permit is limited in scope and does not regulate 
effects of fugitive dust caused by trucks leaving the facility.14   

Regulatory action taken 

March 2021 

• Inspection done as a result of resident complaints by nearby business regarding 
fugitive dust and sludge. US Recycling had watered down site and road at the time of 
inspection.  The inspection report mentioned that precautions might be 
insufficient.15 

April 2021 

• Inspection done as a result of resident complaints from additional businesses near 
facility regarding large clouds of dust coming from the site.  Owner would not allow 
inspectors to enter site.  Recent heavy rains watered down site and prevented 
review of fugitive dust.16 

May 2021 

• Inspection done as a result of complaint by Billiards by Roberson that they were 
unable to use outside showroom for spas.  Inspection revealed fugitive dust coming 
from trucks.  Rock crusher was not in operation at the time of inspection.17 

 

 
13 2024 interlocal agreement (document) 
14 Report to the County Commissioners, dated June 5,2025 (document) 
15 Pollutant Complaint Inspection Report dated 3/18/21 (document) 
16 Pollutant Complaint Inspection Report dated 4/19/21 (document) 
17 Pollutant Complaint Inspection Report activity dated 5/4/21 (document) 
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July 2021 

• Warning letter issued for several violations including obtaining a permit to operate 
crushing equipment and maintaining log regarding measures to control fugitive 
dust. 18 

• September enforcement meeting had $13,250 in penalties for violations.19 

• County settles case in October for $6,500.20 

May 2022 

• Inspection done as a result of resident complaints of concrete dust. The inspection 
found particulate matter was being transported through vehicles exiting the 
location. The facility was found to be out of compliance because not enough 
precautions were taken to minimize fugitive dust.21 

• In July, US Recycling’s attorney replied to violations cited in the inspection. Their 
position was the firm was not obligated to take additional measures since the 
recommended actions were not explicitly required in their general permit nor in 
Florida Administrative Code.22 

October 2022 

• Inspection done as a result of resident complaints of concrete dust.  The facility was 
deemed not in compliance for failing to demonstrate that records were maintained 
on site and up to date for monthly inspections of the crusher’s spray nozzles.23 

 

 
18 Warning letter dated July 28, 2021 (document) 
19 Enforcement meeting notes dated 9/7/2021 (document) 
20 County letter dated Oct 6, 2021 (document) 
21 Compliance inspection dated 5/20/2022 (document) 
22 Attorney letter dated June 20, 2022 (document) 
23 Compliance inspection dated 10/17/2022 (document) 
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November 2022 

• County meets with representatives for US Recycling to discuss non-compliance.  
Representatives convince county to hold off any citation until the annual inspection 
where all required logs will be presented.  Representatives stated that the facility 
installed a wheel wash station.24  

• The non-compliance issues were deemed resolved on Dec. 20,2022. 

• Note: no wheel wash station exists as of Oct 2025. 

Feb 2023 

• Inspection done as a result of resident complaints of concrete dust.  The facility was 
found to be out of compliance because it was not operating its water sprinkler to 
prevent and control fugitive dust.25 

• In June 2023, the county exercised its enforcement discretion and decided not to 
pursue enforcement.26 

March 2024 

• Inspection done as a result of resident complaints of concrete dust.  The equipment 
was not running at the time so no fugitive dust emissions were seen at the facility 
and the access roads were wet from recent rain activity.27 

April 2024 

• After the inspection in March of 2024, a file review was performed and discovered 
that the required relocation notice for the crusher had not been filed.  An after-the-
fact notice was submitted.  When the county received the notice, the crusher had 
left the site.28 

July 2025 

• Inspection done as a result of resident reporting of unhealthy air quality reading of 
Purple Air sensor across from US Recycling.  County staff checked equipment and 

 
24 Meeting notes dated Nov 9, 2022 (document) 
25 Compliance inspection dated 2/22/2023 (document) 
26 Compliance assistance resolution letter dated June 2,2023 (document) 
27 Compliance inspection dated 3/28/2024 (document) 
28 Compliance assistance letter dated April 17, 2024 (document) 
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confirmed it was operating properly.  Owner of the firm confirmed that trucks were 
not idling next to the sensor (which would cause inaccurate readings).29 

Aug 2025 

• Inspection done as a result of resident complaints of concrete dust.  The facility was 
not in compliance, including: no spray from spray bar, dust built up around facility 
causing issues when trucks left the facility.  JunkRemoval.com (equipment owner) 
did not file required notice (on behalf of US Recycling) when transporting equipment 
onto the premises.30  A warning letter was issued by the county.31 

Sept 2025  

• Following up on the failed Inspection done as a result of resident complaints in 
August, the site was reinspected 7 days later.  No resolution of the violations were 
performed by US Recycling.  A vehicular wheel washing station was recommended 
to help mitigate the fugitive dust. [note: this was the same equipment discussed in 
November 2022]  

• At September meeting between the county and US Recycling representatives, the 
history of non-compliance violations was discussed, directly mentioning violations 
on 1/29/2025, 8/20/25 with follow up inspection on 8/28/25.32  The county had to 
reach out multiple of times with management to remind that the facility is required 
to respond to the county’s violations.33 

• This resulted in the county issuing a Notice of Code Violation and Order to Correct 
Violation.34 35 

Continuous spikes of dangerous air quality 

• The Clean Air Act measures contaminants based upon a 24-hour average, which 
affords US Recycling a loop-hole since their equipment runs intermittently. Over 
20% of the time, the air quality around US Recycling is hazardous to sensitive 
groups.36 

 
29 Compliant inspection dated 7/25/2025 (document) 
30 Compliance inspection dated 8/20/2025 (document) 
31 Warning letter dated Aug 29, 2025 (document) 
32 Meeting memo dated Sept 30, 2025 (document) 
33 Phone call notes dated Sept 12, 2025 (document) 
34 John Hickey email dated Aug 26,2025 (document) 
35 Notice of Code Violation and Order to Correct Violation dated Sept 11, 2025 (document) 
36 Real-time cumulative air quality readings on CCNA website (website) 
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City Code Compliance 
Throughout the years the city has attempted to address countless reports of code 
violations. 

Health concerns 

• From 2018 through 2021 there were 8 code complaints from neighbors concerned 
about the concrete dust emanating from the facility and covering their homes.  On 
each occasion City staff subsequently performed site inspection and found US 
Recycling staff taking temporary mitigating actions.37 

After-hour operations 

• From July 13, 2025 through Sept 10, 2025 there were 11 instances of trucks entering 
US Recycling beyond the permitted hours of operations.  City code compliance 
division could not enforce since the videos did not show the trucks actually 
loading/unloading.38  

Excessive noise 

• For years, neighbors have been reporting excessive noise that prevents them from 
the peaceful enjoyment of their homes.  This is an intermittent problem caused 
when the crushing equipment is in operation.  The community is working with the 
Sarasota Police Department to record and file a report the next time the equipment 
is in use.  Click here for a video example that was recorded on Sept 20,2025 from 
1430 15th Street. 

 

 
37 City case records from 2018 – 2022 (document) 
38 YouTube playlist of 11 videos (playlist) 
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Other Compliance 

Commercial vehicle enforcement 

• On October 29, Florida Highway Patrol performed a compliance operation on 
Central Ave near US Recycling.   In 3 hours, they inspected 12 vehicles which 
resulted in 6 citations: 
o 3 trucks operating without required cover over bed, 
o 1 driver without proper license, 
o 1 truck overweight, 
o 1 truck owned by US Recycling removed from service due to dangerous 

conditions.39 

 
Bad Faith Actor 
Management at US Recycling has a history of performing nominal efforts and has failed to 
honor commitments to substantially reduce the facility’s detrimental effect on the 
community. 

• Jan 2022, in order to pass the annual equipment inspection, US Recycling performs 
many superficial actions to minimize fugitive dust while inspector is present.  
Actions include watering down site and laying down additional gravel in driveway.40 

• May 2022, US Recycling owner states to the county his intention to install a wheel 
wash station to mitigate the fugitive dust from trucks exiting the facility.41  No station 
was installed. 

• September 2025, US Recycling informs Sarasota Couty Environmental Protection 
that they are working with the city to install a wheel wash station, in an effort to 
mitigate air quality issues and avoid regulatory action.  FOIA request and verbal 
confirmation from city management confirms that no such action is taking place.42 

 

 
39 FHP vehicle examination report dated 10/29/2025 (document) 
40 Inspection report dated Jan 28, 2022 (document), pg. 8 
41 County assistance letter dated June 7,2022 (document), pg. 6 
42 Storino email dated Sept 18, 2025 (document) 
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Detrimental Effect on Property Values 
The operations have adversely affected property values. 

• In Aug 2024, the buyers of a warehouse across the street from US Recycling backed 
out of the contract to purchase out of health concerns. 
 
Below is an excerpt from the buyers’ notice to their real estate agent: 
 

o “We are withdrawing from the contract to purchase the warehouses because 
of our concern around the dust being generated at the concrete recycling 
plant directly to the east. The dust became a huge health worry - so much 
that we were not willing to put the staff or a veterinary clinic on the property.” 
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