
    11.A.1. 
  2025-5899 
  PUBLIC HEARINGS - COUNTY 

ATTORNEY 
AGENDA REQUEST DATE: 11/4/2025 

  *ACTION ITEM - AMENDMENT 
        QUASI-JUDICIAL ITEM? No  
    

  
    
TO: Board of County Commissioners 
    
PRESENTED BY: Katherine Barbieri, Interim County Attorney 
    
SUBMITTED BY: County Attorney 
    
SUBJECT: First Reading - Ordinance Amending St. Lucie County Land Development Code 

Section 7.10.30 Reasonable Accommodation Procedures to Provide Procedures for 
Review and Approval of Certified Recovery Residences 

     
BACKGROUND: 
  
On August 1, 1990, the Board of County Commissioners of St. Lucie County, Florida, adopted the St. Lucie 
County Land Development Code.  
 
On April 2, 2013, the Board adopted a reasonable accommodation ordinance.  
 
"Reasonable Accommodation" is a statutorily established method by which an individual who is disabled 
and/or handicapped (as those terms are defined in Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act and/or the 
Fair Housing Amendments Act, hereafter "disabled"), or a provider of services to the disabled qualifying for 
reasonable accommodations under the referred statutes, can request a modification or alteration in the 
application of a specific Code provision, rule, policy, or practice, to them. The proposed accommodation 
sought by the disabled individual must be reasonable and necessary to afford such person an equal 
opportunity to use and enjoy housing.  
 
On December 6, 2022, the Board adopted a reasonable accommodation ordinance that changed the appeal 
body from the Board of County Commissioners to the Circuit Court.  
 
In the 2025 Legislative Session, the legislature passed an act relating to certified recovery residences, Section 
397.487 (15)(a), F.S. This new legislation requires, by January 1, 2026, the governing body of each county or 
municipality shall adopt an ordinance establishing procedures for the review and approval of certified 
recovery residences within its jurisdiction. The ordinance must include a process for requesting reasonable 
accommodations from any local land use regulation that serves to prohibit the establishment of a certified 
recovery residence. The proposed ordinance addresses the statutory requirement. 
 
Staff finds the proposed Land Development Code (LDC) Text Amendment is consistent with LDC Section 
11.06.03. — Standards of Review, and consistent with Florida Statutes. 
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PREVIOUS ACTION: 
  
On August 1, 1990, the Board of County Commissioners of St. Lucie County, Florida, adopted the St. Lucie 
County Land Development Code. 
 
On April 2, 2013, this Board adopted a reasonable accommodation ordinance, which the Board now desires to 
amend as set forth herein. 
 
On December 6, 2022, the Board adopted Ordinance No. 22-033 amending the appeals procedure. 
 
On October 7, 2025, the Board of County Commissioners authorized permission to advertise for a public 
hearing before the Planning and Zoning Commission to amend St. Lucie County Land Development Code by 
amending Section 7.10.30 Reasonable Accommodation procedures to provide procedures for review and 
approval of certified recovery residences. 
 
On October 3, 2025, notice of the public hearing for the Local Planning Agency/Planning and Zoning 
Commission was published in the St. Lucie News Tribune. 
 
On October 16, 2025, the Local Planning Agency/Planning and Zoning Commission held a public hearing on 
the proposed ordinance after publishing notice in the St. Lucie News Tribune at least 10 days prior to the 
hearing and unanimously recommended that the proposed ordinance be approved. 
 
On October 24, 2025, notice of this first public hearing was published in the St. Lucie News Tribune. 
  
  
FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
  
A Business Impact Estimate, pursuant to Section 125.66(3), F.S. has been prepared and posted on the St. Lucie 
County website (www.stlucieco.gov). 
  
RECOMMENDATION: 
  
Staff recommends the Board approve the proposed draft ordinance for a second public hearing on December 
2, 2025. This is the first of two public hearings before the Board. 
  
COMMISSION ACTION: 
  
 RESULT:  

 MOVER: None 
 SECONDER: None 
 AYES: None  
 NAYS: None 
 EXCUSED: None 

  
Coordination/Signatures  

 

  

Date: October 29, 2025 
Katherine Barbieri, Interim County Attorney   

Page 1087 of 1353



 

  

Date: October 29, 2025 
Benjamin Balcer, Planning & Development Services Director   

 

  

Date: October 29, 2025 
Mayte Santamaria, Deputy County Administrator   
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ORDINANCE NO. 25-XXX 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ST. LUCIE COUNTY LAND 
DEVELOPMENT CODE BY AMENDING SECTION 7.10.30 
REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION PROCEDURES TO PROVIDE 
PROCEDURES FOR REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF CERTIFIED 
RECOVERY RESIDENCE PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTING 
PROVISIONS; BY PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR 
APPLICABILITY; PROVIDING FOR FILING WITH THE DEPARTMENT 
OF STATE; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE; PROVIDING FOR 
ADOPTION AND PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION 
 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of St. Lucie County, Florida, has made the 
following determination: 
 

1. On August 1, 1990, the Board of County Commissioners of St. Lucie County, 
Florida, adopted the St. Lucie County Land Code. 

 
2. On April 2, 2013, this Board adopted a reasonable accommodation ordinance, 

which the Board now desires to amend as set forth herein. 
 
3. On December 6, 2022, this Board approved Ordinance No. 22-033 amending 

appeals procedure. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of County Commissioners of St. Lucie 
County, Florida: 
 
PART A.  SPECIFIC AMENDMENTS TO THE ST. LUCIE LAND DEVELOPMENT 
CODE.  
  
 Chapter VII, Section 7.10.30 is hereby deleted in its entirety and replaced with the 
following Section 7.10.30: 
 
7.10.30. Reasonable Accommodation Procedures. 
 
1. This section implements the policy of St. Lucie County (the “County”) for processing of 

requests for reasonable accommodation to its ordinances, rules, policies, and procedures for 
persons with disabilities as provided by the Federal Fair Housing Amendments Act (42 U.S.C. 
3601, et. seq.) ("FHA") and Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act (42 U.S.C. Section 
12131, et. seq.) ("ADA"). For purposes of this section, a "disabled" individual or person is an 
individual that qualifies as disabled and/or handicapped under the FHA and/or ADA. Any 
person who is disabled (or a qualifying entity entities) may request a reasonable 
accommodation with respect to the County's land use or zoning laws, rules, policies, practices 
and/or procedures as provided by the FHA and the ADA pursuant to the procedures set out in 
this section.  Unless specifically allowed in any other section within the County’s Land 
Development Code, any licensed or certified residential provider (including any Certified 
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Recovery Residence as defined in Section 397.311 (5), Fla. Stat.) must seek approval from 
the County through an application for reasonable accommodation as set forth herein.   

2. A request by an applicant for reasonable accommodation under this section shall be made in 
writing by completion of a reasonable accommodation request form, which form is 
maintained by (and shall be submitted to) the Planning and Development Services (PD&S) 
Department. The reasonable accommodation request form shall be substantially in the form 
set forth in Section 10 below and upon receipt by the County, will be date-stamped.  If 
additional information is required by the County, the application will not be considered 
complete, and the County will notify the applicant in writing within the first 30 days after the 
receipt of the application.  The applicant shall have 30 days after the receipt of the notice from 
the County to respond to the request.  The applicant’s failure to respond in whole or in part 
shall be deemed an abandonment of the application, and it will be considered withdrawn.  
Within 7 days after the County’s receipt of the additional information (but no later than 37 
days from the applicant’s receipt of the County’s request for additional information), the 
County will notify the applicant in writing as to whether the application is deemed complete 
or whether the application is considered abandoned.       

3. Should the information provided by the disabled individual to the County include medical 
information or records, including records indicating the medical condition, diagnosis or 
medical history of the disabled individual, such individual may, at the time of submitting such 
medical information, request that the County, to the extent allowed by law, treat such medical 
information as confidential information of the disabled individual. The County shall 
thereafter endeavor to provide written notice to the disabled individual, and/or their 
representative, of any request received by the County for disclosure of the medical 
information or documentation, which the disabled individual has previously requested be 
treated as confidential by the County. The County will cooperate with the disabled individual, 
to the extent allowed by law, in actions initiated by such individual to oppose the disclosure 
of such medical information or documentation, but the County shall have no obligation to 
initiate, prosecute or pursue any such action, or to incur any legal or other expenses (whether 
by retention of outside counsel or allocation of internal resources) in connection therewith, 
and may comply with any judicial order without prior notice to the disabled individual.  

4. The County Administrator, or his/her designee, shall have the authority to consider and act 
on requests for reasonable accommodation, after notice and a hearing to receive any 
additional information from the applicant. When a reasonable accommodation request form 
has been completed and submitted to the PD&S Director, it will be referred to the County 
Administrator, or designee, for review and consideration. The County Administrator, or 
designee, shall issue a written determination within forty-five  sixty (60) (45) days of the date 
of receipt of a completed application and may, in accordance with federal law, (1) grant the 
accommodation request, (2) grant a portion of the request and deny a portion of the request, 
and/or impose conditions upon the grant of the request, or (3) deny the request, in accordance 
with federal law. Any such denial shall be in writing and shall state the specific objective and 
evidence-based grounds therefore and identify any deficiencies or actions necessary for 
reconsideration. All written determinations shall give notice of the right to appeal. The notice 
of determination shall be sent to the requesting party (i.e., the disabled individual or entity or 
his/her/its representative) by certified mail, return receipt requested.  Unless the County and 
the applicant agree otherwise, if a final written determination is not issued by the County 

Page 1090 of 1353



 

3 
Struck through words are deleted; underlined words are added. 
 

within 60 days after receipt of a completed application, the request shall be deemed granted.  
In addition, any reasonable accommodation a granted may be revoked for cause, including, 
but not limited to, a violation of any of the conditions for approval or, in the case of any 
licensed or certified operator, the lapse, revocation or failure to maintain licensure or 
certification, if not reinstated within 180 days.  If it is reasonably necessary to reach a 
determination on the request for reasonable accommodation, the County Administrator, or 
designee, may, prior to the end of said forty-five (45) day period, request additional 
information from the requesting party, specifying in sufficient detail what information is 
required. The requesting party shall have fifteen (15) days after the date of the request for 
additional information to provide the requested information. In the event a request for 
additional information is made, the forty-five (45) day period to issue a written determination 
shall no longer be applicable, and the County Administrator, or designee, shall issue a written 
determination with[in] thirty (30) days after receipt of the additional information. If the 
requesting party fails to provide the requested additional information within said fifteen (15) 
day period, the County Administrator, or designee, shall issue a written notice advising that 
the requesting party had failed to timely submit the additional information and therefore the 
request for reasonable accommodation shall be deemed abandoned and/or withdrawn and no 
further action by the County with regard to said reasonable accommodation request shall be 
required. 

5. In determining whether the reasonable accommodation request shall be granted or denied, the 
requesting party shall be required to establish that they are protected under the FHA and/or 
ADA by demonstrating that they are handicapped or disabled, as defined in the FHA and/or 
ADA. Although the definition of disability is subject to judicial interpretation, for purposes 
of this section, the disabled individual must show: (i) a physical or mental impairment which 
substantially limits one (1) or more major life activities; (ii) a record of having such 
impairment; or (iii) that they are regarded as having such impairment. Next, the requesting 
party will have to demonstrate that the proposed accommodations being sought are reasonable 
and necessary to afford handicapped/disabled persons equal opportunity to use and enjoy 
housing. The foregoing (as interpreted by the Courts) shall be the basis for a decision upon a 
reasonable accommodation request made by the County Administrator, or designee, or by the 
Board of County Commissioners in the event of an appeal.  

6. Within thirty (30) days after the County Administrator's, or designee's, determination on a 
reasonable accommodation request is mailed to the requesting party, such applicant may 
appeal the decision to the Circuit Court. Such appeal shall not be a hearing de novo but shall 
be limited to appellate review of the record created before the County Administrator or 
designee. An appeal shall be filed within thirty (30) days of the execution of the determination  

7. There shall be no fee imposed by the County in connection with a request for reasonable 
accommodation under this section or an appeal of a determination on such request to the 
Board of County Commissioners, and the County shall have no obligation to pay a requesting 
party's (or an appealing party's, as applicable) attorneys' fees or costs in connection with the 
request, or an appeal.  

8. While an application for reasonable accommodation, or appeal of a determination of same, is 
pending before the County, the County will not enforce the subject zoning ordinance, rules, 
policies, and procedures against the applicant. However, should the applicant proceed with 
any property purchase, building, construction, or other work associated with establishing a 
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project or residence housing individuals covered by the Americans with Disabilities Act or 
the Fair Housing Act while an application or appeal for reasonable accommodation is 
pending, the applicant understands that any of these actions are done at the applicant's own 
risk because the application or appeal may be denied.  

9. The following general provisions shall be applicable:  
(a) The County shall display a notice on the County's webpage (and shall maintain copies 

available for review in P&Z, the Building/Permitting Division, and the City Clerk's 
Office) advising the public disabled individuals (and qualifying entities) may request 
reasonable accommodation as provided herein.  

(b) A disabled individual or qualifying entity may apply for a reasonable accommodation 
on his/her/its own behalf or may be represented at all stages of the reasonable 
accommodation process by a person designated by the disabled individual or entity.  

(c) The County shall provide such assistance and accommodation as is required pursuant to 
FHA and ADA in connection with a disabled person's or entity’s request for reasonable 
accommodation, including without limitation, assistance with reading application 
questions, responding to questions, completing the form, filing an appeal, and appearing 
at a hearing, etc., to ensure the process is accessible.  

10. Reasonable Accommodation Request Form:  
1. Name of Applicant (or authorized representative):  

 
 
Telephone Number:  
 
 

2. Address:  
 
 

3. Address and parcel identification number of housing or other location at which 
accommodation is requested:  
 
 

4. Describe qualifying disability or handicap:  
 
 

5. Describe the accommodation being requested and the specific regulation(s) and/or 
procedure(s) from which accommodation is sought:  
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6. Reasons the reasonable accommodation may be necessary for the individual with 

disabilities to use and enjoy the housing or other service:  
 
 

7. Name, address and telephone number of representative, if applicable:  
 
 

8. Other information, which may include details of any proposed site improvements, 
parking needs, transportation protocols, utility facilities, etc., as necessary:  

 
9. Signature of disabled individual or representative, if applicable, or qualifying entity:  

 

PART B.  CONFLICTING PROVISIONS. 
 

Special acts of the Florida legislature applicable only to unincorporated areas of St. Lucie 
County, County ordinances and County resolutions, or parts thereof, in conflict with this ordinance 
are hereby superseded by this ordinance to the extent of such conflict. 
 
 
PART C. SEVERABILITY. 
 

If any portion of this ordinance is for any reason held or declared to be unconstitutional, 
inoperative, or void, such holding shall not affect the remaining portions of this ordinance. If this 
ordinance or any provision thereof shall be held to be inapplicable to any person, property, or 
circumstance, such holding shall not affect its applicability to any other person, property, or 
circumstance. 
 
PART D. APPLICABILITY OF ORDINANCE. 
 

This ordinance shall be applicable throughout St. Lucie County's jurisdiction. 
 
PART E. FILING WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 
 

The Clerk be and is hereby directed forthwith to send a certified copy of this ordinance to 
the Bureau of Administrative Code and Laws, Department of State, The Capitol, Tallahassee, 
Florida 32304.  
 
PART F. EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 

This ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days after the Amendment has been received 
and published by the Florida Building Commission.  
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PART G. ADOPTION. 
 

After motion and second, the vote on this ordinance was as follows: 
 
  Commissioner Jamie Fowler, Chair   XXX 
  Commissioner Larry Leet, Vice-Chair  XXX 
  Commissioner James Clasby    XXX 
  Commissioner Erin Lowry    XXX 
  Commissioner Cathy Townsend   XXX 
 
 
PART H. CODIFICATION. 
 

Provisions of this ordinance shall be incorporated in the St. Lucie Land Development Code, 
and the word "ordinance" may be changed to "section", "article", or other appropriate word, and 
the sections of this ordinance may be renumbered or relettered to accomplish such intention; 
provided, however, that parts B through H shall not be codified. 
  
 
PASSED AND DULY ADOPTED this _____ day of _____________, 2025. 
 
 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
ATTEST:     ST. LUCIE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
 
_____________________________  BY: ________________________________ 
DEPUTY CLERK  CHAIR 
 
       

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND 
      CORRECTNESS: 
 
      BY: ________________________________ 
             INTERIM COUNTY ATTORNEY 
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BUSINESS IMPACT ESTIMATE 

Before the enactment of a proposed ordinance, the County shall prepare or cause to be prepared a 
business impact estimate in accordance with Section 125.66(3), Florida Statutes. 

 
 

BOCC Meeting Dates: Permission to Advertise: 10/7/25, P&Z hearing: 10/16/25, 1st hearing: 11/04/25, 
2nd hearing: 12/2/25 
 

Proposed Ordinance Title/Reference:   
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ST. LUCIE COUNTY LAND 
DEVELOPMENT CODE BY AMENDING SECTION 7.10.30 
REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION PROCEDURES TO PROVIDE 
PROCEDURES FOR REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF CERTIFIED 
RECOVERY RESIDENCE PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTING 
PROVISIONS; BY PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING 
FOR APPLICABILITY; PROVIDING FOR FILING WITH THE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE; 
PROVIDING FOR ADOPTION AND PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION 

 
The Proposed Ordinance ☒ does  ☐ does not fall under one of the following enumerated exceptions:1 

☒ The proposed ordinance is required for compliance with Federal or State law or regulation; 
☐ The proposed ordinance relates to the issuance or refinancing of debt; 
☐ The proposed ordinance relates to the adoption of budgets or budget amendments, including revenue 

sources necessary to fund the budget; 
☐ The proposed ordinance is required to implement a contract or an agreement, including, but not limited to, 

any Federal, State, local, or private grant or other financial assistance accepted by the county government; 
☐ The proposed ordinance is an emergency ordinance; 
☐ The ordinance relates to procurement; or 
☐ The proposed ordinance is enacted to implement the following: 

a. Part II of Chapter 163, Florida Statutes, relating to growth policy, county and municipal planning, 
and land development regulation, including zoning, development orders, development agreements 
and development permits; 

b. Sections 190.005 and 190.046, Florida Statutes, regarding community development districts; 
c. Section 553.73, Florida Statutes, relating to the Florida Building Code; or 
d. Section 633.202, Florida Statutes, relating to the Florida Fire Prevention Code. 

 
A business impact estimate is not required for the above exceptions. 

 

Summary of Proposed Ordinance and Statement of Public Purpose to be Served: 
 

In the 2025 Legislative Session, legislative passed an act relating to certified recovery residences (15)(a) By January 
1, 2026, the governing body of each county or municipality shall adopt an ordinance establishing procedures for the 
review and approval of certified recovery residences within its jurisdiction. The ordinance must include a process 
for requesting reasonable accommodations from any local land use regulation that serves to prohibit the 
establishment of a certified recovery residence. 
 
Estimate of Direct Economic Impact on Private/For Profit Businesses: 
 
a. Estimate of Direct Business Compliance Costs: None, the proposed ordinance clarifies and defines existing 

processes and is intended to reduce uncertainty for applicants. 
 

b. Estimate of Regulatory Costs: No additional regulatory costs.  Staffing levels remain constant for processing 
requests. 

 
1 F.S. 125.66(3)(c)(2023) 
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Good Faith Estimate of Number of Businesses Likely Impacted:  
 
Unknown 
Any Additional Information:  
 
N/A 
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CHAPTER 2025-182

Committee Substitute for Committee Substitute for
Committee Substitute for Senate Bill No. 954

An act relating to certified recovery residences; amending s. 397.487, F.S.;
requiring, by a specified date, the governing body of each county or
municipality to adopt an ordinance to establish procedures for the review
and approval of certified recovery residences; requiring that such
ordinance include a process for requesting reasonable accommodations
from any local land use regulation that serves to prohibit the establish-
ment of a certified recovery residence; specifying criteria for the ordinance;
providing that the ordinance may establish additional requirements for
the review and approval of reasonable accommodation requests; requiring
that such additional requirements be consistent with federal law and not
conflict with the act; prohibiting the ordinance from requiring public
hearings beyond the minimum required by law; providing that the
ordinance may include provisions for revocation of a granted accommoda-
tion for cause, if the accommodation is not reinstated within a specified
timeframe; providing construction; amending s. 397.4871, F.S.; providing
that the personnel-to-resident ratio for a certified recovery residence must
be met only when the residents are at the residence; providing that a
certified recovery residence administrator for Level IV certified recovery
residences which maintains a specified personnel-to-patient ratio has a
limitation on the number of residents it may manage; providing an
effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsections (15) and (16) are added to section 397.487, Florida
Statutes, to read:

397.487 Voluntary certification of recovery residences.—

(15)(a) By January 1, 2026, the governing body of each county or
municipality shall adopt an ordinance establishing procedures for the
review and approval of certified recovery residences within its jurisdiction.
The ordinance must include a process for requesting reasonable accommo-
dations from any local land use regulation that serves to prohibit the
establishment of a certified recovery residence.

(b) At a minimum, the ordinance must:

1. Be consistent with the Fair Housing Amendments Act of 1988, 42
U.S.C. ss. 3601 et seq., and Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, 42
U.S.C. ss. 12131 et seq.

1
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2. Establish a written application process for requesting a reasonable
accommodation for the establishment of a certified recovery residence, which
application must be submitted to the appropriate local government office.

3. Require the local government to date-stamp each application upon
receipt. If additional information is required, the local government must
notify the applicant in writing within the first 30 days after receipt of the
application and allow the applicant at least 30 days to respond.

4. Require the local government to issue a final written determination on
the application within 60 days after receipt of a completed application. The
determination must:

a. Approve the request in whole or in part, with or without conditions; or

b. Deny the request, stating with specificity the objective, evidence-
based reasons for denial and identifying any deficiencies or actions
necessary for reconsideration.

5. Provide that if a final written determination is not issued within 60
days after receipt of a completed application, the request is deemed approved
unless the parties agree in writing to a reasonable extension of time.

6. Require that the application include, at a minimum:

a. The name and contact information of the applicant or the applicant’s
authorized representative;

b. The property address and parcel identification number; and

c. A description of the accommodation requested and the specific
regulation or policy from which relief is sought.

(c) The ordinance may establish additional requirements for the review
or approval of reasonable accommodation requests for establishing a
certified recovery residence, provided such requirements are consistent
with federal law and do not conflict with this subsection.

(d) The ordinance may not require public hearings beyond the minimum
required by law to grant the requested accommodation.

(e) The ordinance may include provisions for the revocation of a granted
accommodation of a certified recovery residence for cause, including, but not
limited to, a violation of the conditions of approval or the lapse, revocation, or
failure to maintain certification or licensure required under this section, if
not reinstated within 180 days.

(f) The ordinance and establishment of a reasonable accommodation
process does not relieve the local government from its obligations under the
Fair Housing Amendments Act of 1988, 42 U.S.C. ss. 3601 et seq., and Title
II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, 42 U.S.C. ss. 12131 et seq. The

Ch. 2025-182 LAWS OF FLORIDA Ch. 2025-182

2
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regulation for which the applicant is seeking a reasonable accommodation
must not facially discriminate against or otherwise disparately impact the
applicant.

(16) The application of this section does not supersede any current or
future declaration or declaration of condominium adopted pursuant to
chapter 718; any cooperative document adopted pursuant to chapter 719; or
any declaration or declaration of covenant adopted pursuant to chapter 720.

Section 2. Paragraph (c) of subsection (8) of section 397.4871, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

397.4871 Recovery residence administrator certification.—

(8)

(c) Notwithstanding paragraph (b), a Level IV certified recovery resi-
dence operating as community housing as defined in s. 397.311(9), which
residence is actively managed by a certified recovery residence adminis-
trator approved for 100 residents under this section and is wholly owned or
controlled by a licensed service provider, may:

1. Actively manage up to 150 residents so long as the licensed service
provider maintains a service provider personnel-to-patient ratio of 1 to 8 and
maintains onsite supervision at the residence during times when residents
are at the residence 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, with a personnel-to-
resident ratio of 1 to 10.

2. Actively manage up to 300 residents, so long as the licensed service
provider maintains a service provider personnel-to-patient ratio of 1 to 8 and
maintains onsite supervision at the residence during times when residents
are at the residence with a personnel-to-resident ratio of 1 to 6.

A certified recovery residence administrator who has been removed by a
certified recovery residence due to termination, resignation, or any other
reason may not continue to actively manage more than 50 residents for
another service provider or certified recovery residence without being
approved by the credentialing entity.

Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2025.

Approved by the Governor June 25, 2025.

Filed in Office Secretary of State June 25, 2025.

Ch. 2025-182 LAWS OF FLORIDA Ch. 2025-182
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ST. LUCIE COUNTY 
BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS 
PUBLIC HEARING AGENDA 

November 4, 2025
NOTICE OF A PROPOSED TEXT AMENDMENT TO THE 
LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE
The St. Lucie County Board of County Commissioners 
proposes to consider the adoption of the following by 
ordinance:

ORDINANCE NO. 25-XXX
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ST. LUCIE 
COUNTY LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE BY 
AMENDING SECTION 7.10.30 REASONABLE 
ACCOMMODATION PROCEDURES TO PROVIDE 
PROCEDURES FOR REVIEW AND APPROVAL 
OF CERTIFIED RECOVERY RESIDENCE 
PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTING PROVISIONS; 
BY PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING 
FOR APPLICABILITY; PROVIDING FOR FILING 
WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE; PROVIDING 
FOR AN EFFECTIVE; PROVIDING FOR ADOPTION 
AND PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION

This is the first public hearing on the proposed ordinance. 
The hearing will be held before the St. Lucie County Board 
of County Commissioners on Tuesday, November 4, 2025 
at 6:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter may be 
heard, in the St. Lucie County Commission Chambers at the 
St. Lucie County Administration Building Annex, Third Floor, 
2300 Virginia Avenue, Fort Pierce, Florida. Matters affecting 
your personal and property rights may be heard and acted 
upon.  
All interested persons may appear at the meeting and be 
heard with respect to the proposed ordinance. Written 
comments received in advance of the public hearing will also 
be considered. The draft ordinance is available for review at 
the St Lucie County Attorney’s Office located at the St. Lucie 
County Administration Annex at 2300 Virginia Avenue, 3rd 
Floor, Fort Pierce, Florida, during regular business hours (8:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday). Please call (772) 
462-2822 or TDD (772) 462-1428 if you have any questions 
or require additional information about this ordinance.
The St. Lucie County Board of County Commissioners has 
the power to review, adopt, amend or repeal any ordinance. 
If it becomes necessary, a public hearing may be continued 
to a date certain. Amendments to the proposed ordinance 
may be made at the public hearing.  
The proceedings of the Board of County Commissioners are 
electronically recorded. PURSUANT TO SECTION 286.0105, 
FLORIDA STATUTES, if a person decides to appeal any 
decision made with respect to any matter considered at the 
meetings or hearings of any board, committee, commission, 
agency, council or advisory group, that person will need a 
record of the proceedings. For such purpose, that person 
may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings 
is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence 
upon which the appeal is to be based. 
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, 
anyone with a disability requiring accommodation to 
attend this meeting should contact the Human Resources 
Department at (772) 462-1546, HumanResources@stlucieco.org, 
or T.D.D. (772) 462-1428, at least forty-eight (48) hours prior 
to the meeting.
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
ST. LUCIE COUNTY, FLORIDA
/S/ Jamie Fowler, Chair
PUBLISH DATE:  October 24, 2025 

TR-42776574
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ST. LUCIE COUNTY
BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS

PUBLIC HEARING AGENDA
November 4, 2025

NOTICE OF A PROPOSED TEXT AMENDMENT TO THE
LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE
The St. Lucie County Board of County Commissioners
proposes to consider the adoption of the following by
ordinance:

ORDINANCE NO. 25-XXX
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ST. LUCIE
COUNTY LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE BY
AMENDING SECTION 7.10.30 REASONABLE
ACCOMMODATION PROCEDURES TO PROVIDE
PROCEDURES FOR REVIEW AND APPROVAL
OF CERTIFIED RECOVERY RESIDENCE
PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTING PROVISIONS;
BY PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING
FOR APPLICABILITY; PROVIDING FOR FILING
WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE; PROVIDING
FORANEFFECTIVE;PROVIDINGFORADOPTION
AND PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION

This is the first public hearing on the proposed ordinance.
The hearing will be held before the St. Lucie County Board
of County Commissioners on Tuesday, November 4, 2025
at 6:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter may be
heard, in the St. Lucie County Commission Chambers at the
St. Lucie County Administration Building Annex, Third Floor,
2300 Virginia Avenue, Fort Pierce, Florida. Matters affecting
your personal and property rights may be heard and acted
upon.
All interested persons may appear at the meeting and be
heard with respect to the proposed ordinance. Written
comments received in advance of the public hearing will also
be considered. The draft ordinance is available for review at
the St Lucie County Attorney’s Office located at the St. Lucie
County Administration Annex at 2300 Virginia Avenue, 3rd
Floor, Fort Pierce, Florida, during regular business hours (8:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday). Please call (772)
462-2822 or TDD (772) 462-1428 if you have any questions
or require additional information about this ordinance.
The St. Lucie County Board of County Commissioners has
the power to review, adopt, amend or repeal any ordinance.
If it becomes necessary, a public hearing may be continued
to a date certain. Amendments to the proposed ordinance
may be made at the public hearing.
The proceedings of the Board of County Commissioners are
electronically recorded.PURSUANTTOSECTION286.0105,
FLORIDA STATUTES, if a person decides to appeal any
decision made with respect to any matter considered at the
meetings or hearings of any board, committee, commission,
agency, council or advisory group, that person will need a
record of the proceedings. For such purpose, that person
may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings
is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence
upon which the appeal is to be based.
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act,
anyone with a disability requiring accommodation to
attend this meeting should contact the Human Resources
Department at (772) 462-1546, HumanResources@stlucieco.org,
or T.D.D. (772) 462-1428, at least forty-eight (48) hours prior
to the meeting.
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
ST. LUCIE COUNTY, FLORIDA
/S/ Jamie Fowler, Chair
PUBLISH DATE: October 24, 2025

TR-42776574

NOTICE

There will be a Special Meeting of the CITY OF PORT ST. LUCIE COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY (CRA)
on Monday, November 4, 2025, at 5:00 p.m., held at Port St. Lucie City Hall, 121 SW Port St. Lucie Boulevard, Port
St. Lucie, Florida.

AGENDA

1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER

2. ROLL CALL AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

4. ADDITIONS AND DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA AND APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

5. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA
a. Approval of minutes from September 22, 2025 and October 13, 2025 CRA Meetings

6. PUBLIC TO BE HEARD

7. NEW BUSINESS
a. Resolution 25-CRA-05 A Resolution of the City of Port St. Lucie Community Redevelopment

Agency, authorizing the President, or her designee, to execute and enter into a Stadium
Operating Agreement with the City Of Port St. Lucie and Ebenezer Stadium Operations, LLC, for
the operation of a stadium on a portion of real property located within Walton & One; Providing
For Conflict; Providing For Severability; And Providing An Effective Date.

b. Resolution 25-CRA-06 A Resolution of the City of Port St. Lucie Community Redevelopment
Agency, authorizing the President, or her designee, to execute and enter into a Non-Relocation
Agreement with the City of Port St. Lucie and Ebenezer Partnership, LLC, regarding the continued
team operations at a stadium in Port St. Lucie, Florida; Providing For Conflict; Providing For
Severability; And Providing An Effective Date.

8. OTHER ISSUES BY BOARD MEMBERS

9. ADJOURN

NOTICE: No stenographic record by a certified court reporter will be made of the foregoing meeting. Accordingly,
any person who may seek to appeal any decisions involving the matters noticed herein will be responsible for
making a verbatim record of the testimony and evidence of said meeting upon which any appeal is to be based.

NOTICE: Public and Press are invited to review all the backup for Meetings. Copies are available in the City Clerk’s
Office and the Communication Department on Thursday, Friday, and Monday before Meetings. On Meeting nights,
a copy of backup material is available in the Reception Area for public review. PLEASE LEAVE THE AGENDA
BACKUP MATERIAL IN GOOD ORDER FOR OTHERS TO REVIEW.

NOTICE: Anyone wishing to speak during Public to be Heard is asked to fill out a yellow Participation Card and
submit it to the City Clerk. Anyone wishing to speak on any Agenda Item is asked to fill out a green Participation
Card and submit it to the City Clerk. Participation Cards are available on the lectern in the Council Chambers, at the
Reception Desk in City Hall lobby, and in the City Clerk’s office.

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, persons needing special accommodation to
participate in this proceeding should contact the City Clerk’s Office at 772-871-5157.

AS A COURTESY TO THE PEOPLE RECORDING THE MEETING, PLEASE TURN ALL CELL PHONES TO SILENT.

ST. LUCIE COUNTY
BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS

PUBLIC HEARING AGENDA
November 4, 2025

NOTICE OF A PROPOSED TEXT AMENDMENT TO THE LAND
DEVELOPMENT CODE

The St. Lucie County Board of County Commissioners proposes
to consider the adoption of the following by ordinance:

ORDINANCE NO. 2025-XXX
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS OF ST. LUCIE COUNTY, FLORIDA,
AMENDINGTHETEXTOFTHELANDDEVELOPMENTCODE,
6.00.03. NOTICE OF VEGETATION REMOVAL REQUIRED;
SECTION 6.00.04 EXEMPTIONS; AND 6.00.05. CRITERIA
GOVERNING APPROVAL OF VEGETATION REMOVAL
PERMIT; TO CLARIFY A VEGETATION REMOVAL PERMIT
FROMAVEGETATIONREMOVALEXEMPTION, TOPROVIDE
FOR MITIGATION EXEMPTIONS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION
OF CERTAIN NON-SITE RELATED ROADWAYS, AN
EXEMPTION FOR ROAD CONSTRUCTION WITHIN
EXISTING COUNTY RIGHT-OF-WAY, AN EXEMPTION FOR
WATER CONTROL DISTRICT SYSTEM FOR DRAINAGE
PURPOSES, AND AN EXEMPTION FOR RESIDENTIAL
PROPERTIES THAT MEET THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION
163.045, F.S., AND TO UPDATE OBSOLETE DEPARTMENT
NAMES AND TITLES; PROVIDING FOR EXEMPTIONS;
PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTING PROVISIONS; PROVIDING
FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR APPLICABILITY;
PROVIDING FOR FILING WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF
STATE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE; PROVIDING FOR
ADOPTION; AND PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION.

This is the first public hearing on the proposed ordinance. The hearing will
be held before the St. Lucie County Board of County Commissioners on
Tuesday, November 4, 2025 at 6:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the
matter may be heard, in the St. Lucie County Commission Chambers at the
St. Lucie County Administration Building Annex, Third Floor, 2300 Virginia
Avenue, Fort Pierce, Florida. Matters affecting your personal and property
rights may be heard and acted upon.

All interested persons may appear at the meeting and be heard with
respect to the proposed ordinance. Written comments received in
advance of the public hearing will also be considered. The draft ordinance
is available for review at the St Lucie County Attorney’s Office located
at the St. Lucie County Administration Annex at 2300 Virginia Avenue,
3rd Floor, Fort Pierce, Florida, during regular business hours (8:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday). Please call (772) 462-2822 or TDD
(772) 462-1428 if you have any questions or require additional information
about this ordinance.

The St. Lucie County Board of County Commissioners has the power to
review, adopt, amend or repeal any ordinance. If it becomes necessary,
a public hearing may be continued to a date certain. Amendments to the
proposed ordinance may be made at the public hearing.

The proceedings of the Board of County Commissioners are electronically
recorded. PURSUANT TO SECTION 286.0105, FLORIDA STATUTES,
if a person decides to appeal any decision made with respect to any
matter considered at the meetings or hearings of any board, committee,
commission, agency, council or advisory group, that person will need a
record of the proceedings. For such purpose, that person may need to
ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be
based.

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, anyone with a
disability requiring accommodation to attend this meeting should contact
the Human Resources Department at (772) 462-1546, HumanResources@
stlucieco.org, or T.D.D. (772) 462-1428, at least forty-eight (48) hours prior
to the meeting.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
ST. LUCIE COUNTY, FLORIDA
/S/ Jamie Fowler, Chair

PUBLISH DATE: October 24, 2025
TR-42797760

The robbers came about half an hour
after the museum opened.

Since a brazen heist on the morning
of Oct. 19, French offi�cials have de-
scribed a dramatic scene that unfolded
at the world’s most-visitedmuseum: As
visitors poured into the Louvre, a group
of robbers found another way in.

The suspects drove a truck up to the
museum, part of which was originally
built as a castle. They stopped on a road
near the Seine River on the south side.

Two of them climbed a ladder to a
second-fl�oor balcony carrying tools
they used to break through a window

leading to the gilded Gallery of Apollo,
home to the French Crown Jewels. Once
inside, they smashed glass display
cases and snatched nine pieces of his-
toric jewelry as the alarms sounded and
the museum staff� evacuated panicked
tourists.

Less than seven minutes after the
brazen robbery began, they escaped on
motorbikes in broad daylight. Despite
several missteps – including dropping a
diamond and emerald-encrusted gold
crown on their way out, leaving behind
forensic evidence and being caught on
security footage – the robbers and the
jewels still haven’t been found.

The key diff�erence between real
heists and their fi�ctional counterparts is

the level of security the thieves must
conquer, according to Robert Wittman,
a retired FBI agent who founded the bu-
reau’s international art crime team.

“There’s no laser beams that these
guys had to dance around like Catherine
Zeta-Jones in the movie ‘Entrapment’
and there was no walls coming together
like Pierce Brosnan had with ‘The
Thomas Crown Aff�air,’ ” said Wittman,
author of “Priceless: How IWentUnder-
cover toRescue theWorld’s StolenTrea-
sures.”

“None of that’s real.”
Instead, museums are notoriously

hard to protect. That means the robbers
in Paris may not have been elite crimi-
nals, as the movies would suggest.

“This is sort of likeOcean’s11, but a lot
sloppier ... This was an elite smash and
grab,” said Christopher A. Marinello,
founder of Art Recovery International,
which has helped return about
$600 million worth of stolen art. “It
wasn’t the heist of the century, but it
certainly, so far, could be the heist of the
decade.”

Someof themost notorious art heists
in history have involved the kind of sub-
terfuge seen in the movies.

In 1990, for example, two robbers
dressed as Boston police offi�cers talked
theirway into the IsabellaStewartGard-
ner Museum, restrained the guards and
made off� with 13 pieces of artwork 81

minutes later. Around 2,000 artifacts
were stolen from The British Museum
over a long period in what the institu-
tiondescribed in2023as an “inside job.”

But theft is a known risk for mu-
seums, which struggle to balance secu-
rity with providing public access to na-
tional treasures, particularly in old
buildings like the Louvre, according to
Erin Thompson, a professor who stud-
ies art crime at the John Jay College of
Criminal Justice.

She noted the stolen jewels were dis-
played in a gallery with big windows
looking out onto a busy street, rather
than deeper inside the building where
they might have been harder to steal.
Contributing: Karissa Waddick, USA

TODAY; Reuters

Theft expert calls Paris heist ‘smash and grab’
N’dea Yancey-Bragg
USA TODAY

A window believed to have been used
in a robbery at the Louvre museum
Oct. 19 in Paris. GONZALO FUENTES/REUTERS

Billionaire Elon Musk
took to name-calling in a
series of social media
posts against the head of
NASA amid news that the
U.S. space agency may
consider companies oth-
er than SpaceX to build
landers to transport as-

tronauts to the moon’s
surface.

Musk, the world’s
richestman aswell as the
founder and CEO of Spa-
ceX, posted insults
Oct. 21 on his social
media site X aimedat act-
ing NASA Administrator
Sean Duff�y, who’s also
the U.S. transportation
secretary.

He responded to re-
ports that Duff�y is push-
ing for NASA to be folded
into the Transportation
Department by saying,
“Sean Dummy is trying to
kill NASA!”

In another post, Musk
shared a poll asking,
“Should someone whose
biggest claim to fame is
climbing trees be running
America’s space pro-
gram?” The poll appears
to be a reference to Duf-
fy’s being a lumberjack
sports champion from
Hayward, Wisconsin.

The insults came after
Duff�y made a series of
public appearances to
proclaim NASA’s inten-
tion to reopen its moon-
landing contract with
SpaceX, now worth
$4.4 billion, to other bid-
ders for its upcoming Ar-
temis III mission.

The lucrative contract
was for SpaceX to devel-
op its Starship, the
world’s largest rocket, to
meet astronauts in orbit
to transport them to the
lunar surface. Starship,
standing more than
400 feet tall when fully
stacked, is also critical to
Musk’s dream of humans
reaching Mars.

Duff�y did not immedi-
ately addressMusk’s per-
sonal attacks publicly,
but he did respond to an
earlier post from Musk
claiming, “SpaceX is
moving like lightning
compared to the rest of

the space industry.”
“Starship will end up

doing the whole moon
mission,” Musk said.
“Mark my words.”

In response,Duff�ysaid
in his own post on X,
“Love the passion. The
race to the Moon is ON.”

“Great companies
shouldn’t be afraid of a
challenge,” Duff�y con-
tinued. “When our inno-
vators competewith each
other, America wins!”

NASA had previously
awarded the contract to
SpaceX to develop its
Starship to ferry Artemis
III astronauts to the lunar
surface before the decade
is out.

But Duff�y has recently
publicized in a series of
network news appear-
ances that NASA is look-
ing for new ideas for
moon landers from Spa-
ceX rivals like Blue Origin
and Lockheed Martin.
The move comes as pro-
gress for Starship has
come slower than hoped
– even following its two
most successful tests of
2025 in South Texas.

Amid a space racewith
China, President Donald
Trump also reportedly
wants to see a U.S. lunar
landing take place before
his White House term
ends in January 2029,
Reuters reported.

Musk’s insults also
come amid a search for
NASA’s next long-term
leader during Trump’s
second term.

Jared Isaacman, a bil-
lionaire who has fl�own to
space twice under private
missions he funded and
commanded, has long
beenMusk’s favored can-
didate for the job. But
Trump pulled Isaacman’s
nomination at the end of
May.
Contributing: Reuters

Musk taunts NASA head
about SpaceX contract
Eric Lagatta
USA TODAY

Elon Musk, founder and CEO of SpaceX, posted
insults Oct. 21 on his social media site X aimed at
acting NASA Administrator Sean Duffy.
DANIEL COLE/REUTERS FILE
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