
Meeting Type City Council – Regular Meeting
Meeting Date September 3, 2025

Agenda Request Form
City of Cape Coral

Title
Ordinance 53-25 Set Public Hearing for September 17, 2025 

Ordinances and Resolutions
An Ordinance of the Mayor and City Council of the City of Cape Coral, Florida, amending the City of 
Cape Coral, Florida, Code of Ordinances, Chapter 12, “Offenses and Miscellaneous Provisions”, 
Article XIV, “Residential Rental Property”, Section 12-129, “Residential Rental Property Registration”, 
regarding the requirement to register residential rental property with the City; providing for codification 
and resolution of conflicting laws; providing for severability and an effective date. (Brought forward 
by Councilmember Lastra)

Requested Action Introduction

Summary Explanation and Background
The Mayor and City Council provided direction to the City Attorney and City Administration, during 
the August 13, 2025 Committee of the Whole meeting, to prepare an ordinance regarding the 
requirements for property owners to register their long-term residential rental property and short-term 
residential rental property with the City, and provides for enforcement and penalties for failure to 
comply with Section 12-129 of the City’s Code of Ordinances.   

Strategic Plan Alignment

Is this a Strategic Decision?  NO
If No, will it harm the intent or success of the Strategic Plan? NO
If Yes, Priority Goals Supported are listed below:

☐ CITY SERVICES AND AMENITIES: DELIVER EXCEPTIONAL CITY SERVICES AND HIGH-
QUALITY AMENITIES

☐ COMMUNICATION: CULTIVATE AN ENGAGED AND INFORMED COMMUNITY AND
WORKFORCE

☐ ECONOMY, EDUCATION, AND WORKFORCE: CREATE A COMMUNITY OF PROSPEROUS
RESIDENTS, THRIVING NEIGHBORHOODS, AND SUCCESSFUL BUSINESSES

☐ FISCAL SUSTAINABILITY: MAINTAIN A FINANCIALLY SOUND GOVERNMENT AND HIGH-
PERFORMING ORGANIZATION

☐ INFRASTRUCTURE: INVEST IN RESILIENT INFRASTRUCTURE

☐ ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY: PRESERVE CAPE CORAL'S NATURAL RESOURCES
FOR CURRENT AND FUTURE GENERATIONS

Is this a Consultant recommendation?     NO
Is this contained in a Master Plan?     NO
If yes to either question, please provide details of the name of Consultant or name of the 
Master Plan when applicable:
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Recommendations

Source of Additional Information

Fiscal Impact/Funding Sources(s)/Budget Consideration

Will this action result in a Budget Amendment? NO

Prepared By
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Business Impact Estimate 

Proposed ordinance’s title/reference: Ordinance 53-25. An Ordinance of the Mayor and 
City Council of the City of Cape Coral, Florida, amending the City of Cape Coral, Florida, 
Code of Ordinances, Chapter 12, “Offenses and Miscellaneous Provisions”, Article XIV, 
“Residential Rental Property”, Section 12-129, “Residential Rental Property Registration”; 
regarding the requirement to register residential rental property with the City; providing 
for codification and resolution of conflicting laws; providing for severability and an effective 
date. 
 
This Business Impact Estimate is provided in accordance with section 166.041(4), Florida 
Statutes.   

In accordance with the provisions of controlling law, even notwithstanding the fact that 
an exemption noted above may apply, the City of Cape Coral hereby publishes the 
following information: 
 
1. Summary of the proposed ordinance (must include a statement of the public purpose, 
such as serving the public health, safety, morals and welfare):  
The purpose of the proposed ordinance is to amend the requirements for property owners 
to register their residential rental property with the City and establishes enforcement and 
penalties if an owner fails to comply with Section 12-129 of the City of Cape Coral, Florida, 
Code of Ordinances.  
 
2. An estimate of the direct economic impact of the proposed ordinance on private, for-
profit businesses in the City of Cape Coral, if any: 
(a) An estimate of direct compliance costs that businesses may reasonably incur; 
Residential rental property owners will pay an annual registration fee for the residential 
rental property as established by resolution of the City Council. There will be an economic 
impact to a private, for-profit business if that business is the owner of a residential rental 
property and fails to comply with Section 12-129, will be subject to penalties and 
enforcement.  
 
(b) Any new charge or fee imposed by the proposed ordinance or for which businesses 
will be financially responsible; and 
 
Residential rental property owners will pay an annual registration fee for the residential 
rental property as established by resolution of the City Council 
 
A private, for-profit business will be subject to a civil penalty under this Ordinance if such 
business fails to comply with the requirements set forth in Section 12-129 of the City of 
Cape Coral, Florida, Code of Ordinances, as follows:  
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i) If a private, for-profit business, registers their residential rental property as a long-term 
residential rental property, and are found to be operating as a short-term residential rental 
property shall be subject to a $1,000 civil penalty for their first offense, and for a second, 
or subsequent offense within a 36-month period, shall be subject to a $2,000 civil penalty. 
  
ii) If a private, for-profit business, fails to renew its long-term residential rental property 
registration with the City and are found to be in violation of Section 12-129 of the City’s 
Code, shall be subject to a $250 civil penalty, plus the late fee as established by resolution 
and approved by the City Council, and for a second, or subsequent offense within a 36-
month period, shall be subject to a $500 civil penalty, plus the late fee as established by 
resolution and approved by the City Council. If a private, for-profit business, fails to renew 
its short-term residential rental property registration with the City and are found to be in 
violation of Section 12-129 of the City’s Code, shall be subject to a $500 civil penalty, plus 
the late fee as established by resolution and approved by the City Council and for a 
second, or subsequent offense within a 36-month period, shall be subject to $1,000 civil 
penalty, plus the late fee as established by resolution and approved by the City Council.  
  
iii) Except as provided in Sections 2(b)(i) and (ii) above, if a private, for-profit business, is 
found in violation of Section 12-129 of the City’s Code of Ordinances, a long-term 
residential rental property owner shall be subject to a civil violation in the amount of $500 
and for a second and subsequent violation within a 36-month period, the owner shall be 
subject to a civil penalty in the amount of $1,000.  
If a private, for-profit business, is found in violation of Section 12-129 of the City’s Code 
of Ordinances, a short-term residential rental property owner shall be subject to a $1,000 
civil penalty, and for a second, or subsequent offense within a 36-month period, shall be 
subject to $2,000 civil penalty.    
 
(c) An estimate of the City of Cape Coral’s regulatory costs, including estimated revenues 
from any new charges or fees to cover such costs. 
There will be an indeterminate impact on the City with respect to the staff and resources 
necessary to administer the program and enforce the number of violations issued.  
 
3. Good faith estimate of the number of businesses likely to be impacted by the proposed 
ordinance: The City estimates that there are 8,000 to 10,000 residential rental properties 
in the City. A business will be further impacted by this ordinance if such business fails to 
comply with the rental registration requirements as set forth in Section 12-129 of the City’s 
Code Ordinances.   
 
 
4. Additional information the governing body deems useful (if any): 
N/A 
 


