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Summary 

 
AT THE JOINT CITY/COUNTY MEETING STAFF WAS ASKED TO PLACE THE 
ALCOHOL ORDINANCE OPTIONS ON THE AGENDA FOR THE JUNE 26, 2025, 
COMMISSION MEETING.     
 
             
 
ATTACHMENTS: ALCOHOL ORDINANCE, TIMELINES, 20 YEAR 
HISTORY OF ALCOHOL ORDINANCE, MAP.  
REVIEWED BY CITY MANAGER: ___________________ 









GOAL: Get on November 4, 2025 General Election Ballot 

Step 1: City Commission Must Pass a Resolution 

According to the Charter: 

• If the City Commission does not adopt the ordinance after signature verification, it must 
pass a resolution calling for a referendum at the next general election that occurs at 
least 45 days later. 

Latest Possible Date for Commission to Pass Referendum Resolution 

• November 4, 2025 minus 45 days = September 20, 2025 

So the Commission must act by September 20, 2025  

Step 2: Commission Gets 60 Days to Act After Verification 

• So, counting 60 days backward from September 20, 2025: to place it on that ballot 
(which our Commission Meeting is Scheduled for Sept. 11, 2025 or we could hold a 
Special Meeting for the Resolution). If the Resolution is Heard on September 11, 2025, 
We have to have two readings of the Ordinance first, which would be August 14, 2025 
and August 28, 2025.  (if we did it right when we received the signature verification (we 
would need the Ordinance with the signature verification from the SOE by August 6, 
2025 to go out in the agenda packet for the August 14, 2025 meeting and to properly 
public notice on the County Website for the second reading). 

���� Signature Verification must be completed by: August 5, 2025 (in order to get to the City 
for agenda packet and advertising).  

Step 3: Supervisor Has 45 Days to Verify Signatures 

• So, counting 45 days backward from August 5, 2025: 

���� Signatures must be submitted to Supervisor of Elections by: June 21, 2025 

 

Final Cutoff Dates (Per Ordinance Timing) 

Milestone Deadline 
Latest date to submit signatures for verification June 21, 2025 
Latest date Supervisor can finish verifying signatures August 5, 2025 
Latest date City Commission can call referendum September 20, 2025 



Milestone Deadline 
Target ballot date November 4, 2025 
 



OFFICIAL TIMELINE 
Start: Petition Form Approved by City Clerk – March 17, 2025 (Received March 13, 2025) 
(Date the petition drive legally begins) 

 

�� PHASE 1: SIGNATURE COLLECTION (180 Days) 

Step Date 
Day 1 – Petition Drive Begins March 17, 2025 
Last Day to Collect and Submit Signatures September 13, 2025 

������ Sponsor has exactly 180 days from approval to collect valid signatures totaling 10% of 
registered voters (from the most recent general election). 
��������� Signed and dated petition forms must be submitted to the Supervisor of Elections with 
applicable fees by this deadline. 

 

�� PHASE 2: SIGNATURE VERIFICATION (45 Days) 

Step Date 
Deadline for Supervisor of Elections to Verify Signatures October 28, 2025 

��� The Supervisor of Elections has 45 days from submission to verify the signatures and report 
the results to the City Commission. 

 

�� PHASE 3: CITY COMMISSION REVIEW (60 Days) 

Step Date 
City Commission Must Hold Public Hearing and Vote by December 27, 2025 

��� The City Commission has 60 days from receipt of verified signatures to hold a public 
hearing and vote on the proposed ordinance. 
� If adopted: the ordinance becomes law. 
� If not adopted: a referendum must be scheduled at the next general election at least 45 days 
away. 

 



�� PHASE 4: IF REFERENDUM IS REQUIRED 

Scenario Outcome 
Next General Election Occurring at Least 45 
Days After City Vote Example: November 2026 

If Approved by Voters Ordinance enacted via resolution by the City 
Commission 

Effective Date As specified in the ordinance, or January 1, 
2027 (if not specified) 

 

��� Summary of All Legal Deadlines: 

Milestone Date 
Petition Approved by Clerk March 17, 2025 
180-Day Signature Deadline September 13, 2025 
45-Day Signature Verification Deadline October 28, 2025 
60-Day City Commission Hearing Deadline December 27, 2025 
Referendum (if required) Next general election (Nov 2026 or later) 
 



Timeline: City of High Springs Alcohol Ordinance 

2005 

• Ordinance 2005-17 
o Changed the minimum distance required between establishments selling alcoholic 

beverages and churches from 600 feet to 500 feet. 
o Distance measured in a straight line from the main entrance of the establishment 

to the main entrance of the church building. 

2008 

• Ordinance 2008-34 
o Amended Sunday alcohol sales hours. 
o Allowed packaged sales (off-premises) of malt beverages and unfortified wine 

only from 1:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. on Sundays. 
o Allowed on-premises sales for businesses deriving at least 51% of gross revenue 

from food and nonalcoholic beverages between 1:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m. on 
Sundays (only malt beverages and unfortified wine). 

o Businesses with less than 51% food/non-alcohol revenue could not sell on 
Sundays. 

2011 

• Ordinance 2011-07 
o Introduced an exception to the distance restriction: 

 Allowed on-premises consumption of alcoholic beverages within 500 
feet of a church for restaurants meeting the following: 

 At least 51% gross revenue from food and nonalcoholic 
beverages. 

 Must have cooking facilities and kitchen equipment for 60 food 
customers. 

 Must maintain place settings and seating for 60 customers. 
 Must offer full-course meals; at least 50% of menu selections 

must be non-alcoholic multiple course meals. 
• Ordinance 2011-26 

o Repealed provisions of Ordinance 2011-07 (i.e., removed the exception allowing 
restaurants to be within 500 feet of churches). 

2015 

• Ordinance 2015-03 
o Changed Sunday alcohol sales rules again. 
o Allowed businesses with at least 51% gross revenue from food/nonalcoholic 

beverages to sell all types of alcoholic beverages (not limited to malt 
beverages/unfortified wine) from 1:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. on Sundays. 



2018 

• Ordinance 2018-01 
o Proposal to allow alcohol at the Civic Center. 
o Did not pass. 

2023 

• Discussion only 
o Consideration of allowing businesses with less than 51% food/nonalcoholic 

beverage revenue to open on Sundays for alcohol sales. 

2024 

• Ordinance 2024-03 
o Approved alcohol sales on Sundays for businesses with less than 51% 

food/nonalcoholic revenue, but only with an approved special event permit. 

 
Key Events: 

• 2005-17: Reduced distance for alcohol sales near churches from 600 to 500 feet. 
• 2008-34: Allowed limited Sunday alcohol sales (malt beverages and unfortified wine) under 

specific conditions. 
• 2011-07: Permitted on-premises alcohol sales near churches for restaurants meeting strict food 

service criteria. 
• 2011-26: Repealed the provisions of Ordinance 2011-07. 
• 2015-03: Expanded Sunday alcohol sales for qualifying businesses without beverage type 

restrictions. 
• 2018-01: Failed ordinance to allow alcohol at the civic center. 
• 2023: Discussion on allowing broader Sunday alcohol sales for businesses with less than 51% 

food revenue. 
 






