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ATTORNEY 
AGENDA REQUEST DATE: 3/22/2024 

  *RESOLUTION ITEM - BOARD 
APPROVAL 

  QUASI-JUDICIAL ITEM? NO 
  

     
    
TO: Board of County Commissioners 
    
PRESENTED BY: Daniel McIntyre, County Attorney 
    
SUBMITTED BY: County Attorney 
    
SUBJECT: Referendum Election at the Direction of the School Board of St. Lucie County to 

Continue the Levy of a One-Half Percent (0.5%) Discretionary School Capital Outlay 
Surtax 

     
BACKGROUND: 
  
The School Board of St. Lucie County adopted a resolution requesting that the Board of County 
Commissioners call a referendum election on November 5, 2024 to determine if the electors of the School 
District approve continuing the levy of a one-half percent (0.5%) discretionary school capital outlay sales 
surtax for a period of ten (10) years.  A copy of the February 13, 2024 School District Resolution is attached. 
 
The School District resolution: 

• Made certain findings and determinations explaining why continuing the levy of a the one-half 
percent (0.5%) discretionary school capital outlay sales surtax is needed (see Section 2) 

• Directed the Board of County Commissioners to call a referendum election to be held at the general 
election on November 5, 2024 (see Section 5) 

• Authorized appropriate notice of the referendum election (see Section 5) 
• Made certain provisions for and required determinations regarding the referendum election (see 

Sections 6,7,9,10,11, and 12) 
• Adopted a form of ballot for the referendum (see Section 8) 

 
The School District Attorney has drafted the attached Resolution for the Board of County Commissioners 
which, if adopted, would call a referendum election to be held on November 5, 2024 as directed by the School 
Board. 
  
PREVIOUS ACTION: 
  
N/A 
  
FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
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N/A 
  
RECOMMENDATION: 
  
Staff recommends that the Board adopt the resolution as drafted by the School District Attorney and 
authorize the Chair to sign the resolution. 
  
COMMISSION ACTION: 
  
 RESULT:  

 MOVER: None 
 SECONDER: None 
 AYES: None  
 NAYS: None 
 EXCUSED: None 

  
Coordination/Signatures  

 

  

Date: February 27, 2024  
Daniel McIntyre, County Attorney   

 

  

Date: February 29, 2024  
George Landry, County Administrator   
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RESOLUTION NO. 2024-049

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF ST. LUCIE COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
CALLING A REFERENDUM ELECTION ON NOVEMBER 5, 2024, 
AT THE DIRECTION OF THE SCHOOL BOARD OF ST. LUCIE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA, TO DETERMINE IF THE ELECTORS OF 
THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF ST. LUCIE COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
APPROVE CONTINUING THE LEVY OF A ONE-HALF 
PERCENT (0.5%) DISCRETIONARY SCHOOL CAPITAL 
OUTLAY SALES SURTAX TO FINANCE ACQUIRING, 
CONSTRUCTING, RECONSTRUCTING, AND RENOVATING 
EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES, PROCURING AND 
MAINTAINING SCHOOL BUSES, CAPTIAL IMPROVEMENTS, 
SAFETY AND SECURITY IMPROVEMENTS, AND 
TECHNOLOGY IMPROVEMENTS; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of St. Lucie County, Florida 
(“Board”), has made the following determinations:

1. This Resolution is adopted pursuant to Section 212.055(6) and (10), Florida 
Statutes, and other applicable provisions of law.

2. On February 13, 2024, The School Board of St. Lucie County, Florida (“School 
Board”), adopted a Resolution requesting that this Board call a referendum election on the ballot 
of the general election to be held on November 5, 2024, to determine if the electors of The 
School District of St. Lucie County, Florida (“School District”) approve continuing the levy of a 
one-half percent (0.5%) discretionary school capital outlay sales surtax (“Sales Surtax”) to 
finance acquiring, constructing, reconstructing, and renovating educational facilities, procuring 
and maintaining school buses, captial improvements, safety and security improvements, and 
technology improvements for a period of ten (10) years.  A copy of the School Board Resolution 
is attached to this Resolution as Exhibit “A.”

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of 
St. Lucie County, Florida:

1. REFERENDUM ELECTION CALLED.  As provided in Section 212.055(6) 
and (10), Florida Statutes, this Board calls a referendum election in the School District on the 
ballot of the general election to be held on November 5, 2024, to determine whether or not the 
School Board may continue the levy of the Sales Surtax for an additional ten (10) years.

2. NOTICE OF REFERENDUM ELECTION.  The Superintendent of The 
School District will place a notice of the referendum election in a newspaper of general 
circulation published in the District.  The publication shall be made at least thirty (30) days prior 
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to the referendum and shall be made at least twice, once in the fifth week and once in the third 
week prior to the week in which the referendum is deemed to be held.

3. OFFICIAL BALLOT.  As required by Section 212.055(6)(b), Florida Statutes, 
the ballots to be used in the referendum election shall contain a statement that provides a brief 
and general description of the school capital outlay projects to be funded by the Sales Surtax, 
shall contain a statement that the revenues collected must be shared with eligible charter schools 
based on their proportionate share of the total school district enrollment, and shall be in 
substantially the following form:

OFFICIAL BALLOT

School District of St. Lucie County, Florida
Referendum Election—November 5, 2024

REFERENDUM TO CONTINUE SCHOOL DISTRICT SALES SURTAX TO FUND
EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES, TECHNOLOGY, AND SCHOOL SAFETY

Shall the St. Lucie County School District continue levying a one-half cent 
sales surtax for a period of ten years, with eligible charter schools receiving a 
proportionate share of revenues based on total school district enrollment, to 
finance school and facility construction, reconstruction, and renovation, safety 
and security improvements, school technology improvements, procuring and 
maintaining school buses, land acquisition and improvement?

    FOR CONTINUING ONE-HALF CENT TAX

    AGAINST CONTINUING ONE-HALF CENT TAX

4. PRINTING OF BALLOTS.  The Supervisor of Elections of St. Lucie County is 
authorized and directed to have printed on plain white paper a sufficient number of the ballots for 
use of vote-by-mail voters entitled to cast ballots in the referendum election; and shall also have 
printed sample ballots and deliver the sample ballots to the inspectors and clerks on or before the 
date and time for opening of the polls for the referendum election, and, further is authorized and 
directed to make appropriate arrangements for the conduct of the election at the polling places 
specified.

5. REFERENDUM ELECTION PROCEDURE.  The Supervisor of Elections of 
St. Lucie County shall hold, administer, and conduct the referendum election in the manner 
prescribed by the Florida Election Code and other applicable law for holding elections in St. 
Lucie County.  Returns shall show the number of qualified electors who voted at the referendum 
election on the proposition and the number of votes cast respectively for and against approval of 
the proposition.  The returns shall be canvassed in accordance with law.
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6. SEVERABILITY.  In the event that any word, phrase, clause, sentence, or 
paragraph of this Resolution shall be held invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, such 
holding shall not affect any other word, clause, phrase, sentence, or paragraph.

7. EFFECTIVE DATE.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its 
adoption.

8. COPIES.  Upon adoption, the County Administrator is directed to provide a copy 
of this Resolution to the Supervisor of Elections of St. Lucie County and the Superintendent of 
the School District.

After motion and second, the vote on this resolution was as follows:

Cathy Townsend, Chair XXX

Chris Dzadovsky, Vice-Chair XXX

Larry Leet, Commissioner XXX

Linda Bartz, Commissioner XXX

Jamie Fowler, Commissioner XXX

PASSED AND DULY ADOPTED this ____ day of ___________________, 2024.

BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS OF ST. LUCIE

ATTEST: COUNTY, FLORIDA

__________________________________ By: 
Deputy Clerk        Chair

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND 
CORRECTNESS:

By: 
       County Attorney
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EXHIBIT “A”

School Board Resolution
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