
    11.B.2.  
  ORD-2023-17 
  PUBLIC HEARINGS - 

PLANNING & 
DEVELOPMENT 
SERVICES 

AGENDA REQUEST DATE: 12/5/2023 
  *ORDINANCE ITEM - 

LAND DEVELOPMENT 
CODE TEXT 
AMENDMENT 

  QUASI-JUDICIAL ITEM? 
NO 

 

     
    
TO: Board of County Commissioners 
    
PRESENTED BY: Benjamin Balcer, Planning & Development Services Director 
    
SUBMITTED BY: Planning & Development Services 
    
SUBJECT: County Initiated Land Development Code Text Amendment to Backyard Chickens 
     
BACKGROUND: 
  
On October 6, 2020, St. Lucie Board of County Commissioners adopted Ordinance 2020-26, establishing a 
Backyard Chicken Registration program. The adopted Ordinance established specific standards for owners 
within residential zoning districts desiring to keep up to five (5) hen chickens. One of these standards includes 
a 6ft. tall opaque fence or wall located on the property line, between the registered chicken coop and any 
adjacent properties and rights-of-way. 
 
At an informal Board of County Commissioners meeting on May 9, 2023, the Board guided staff to draft a 
County initiated Land Development Code Text Amendment to expand the permitted chicken coop buffering to 
include vegetative hedge material with specific height and spacing requirements. The requirements for 
vegetative screening of the chicken coop include the planting of evergreen shrubs measuring a minimum of 
four (4) feet in height, planted three (3) feet on center, which can be expected to reach and be maintained at 
six (6) feet in height within 18 months. 
 
Additionally, the proposed language shifts the requirement from placing the opaque buffer on the property 
line, to other areas of the yard between the property line and the registered chicken coop. 
  
PREVIOUS ACTION: 
  
On February 11, 2020, a proposed Ordinance establishing a Backyard Chicken Registration Program was 
discussed at an informal Board of County Commissioners meeting. 
 
On March 17, 2020, the Board of County Commissioners authorized permission to advertise public hearings 
before the Planning and Zoning Commission and two (2) public hearings before the Board of County 
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Commissioners to establish the Backyard Chicken Registration Program.   
 
On October 6, 2020, the Board of County Commissioners approved Ordinance 2020-26, establishing the 
Backyard Chicken Registration Program. 
 
On May 9, 2023, at an informal Board meeting, the Board guided staff to draft a County initiated Land 
Development Code Text Amendment to expand the permitted chicken coop buffering to include vegetative 
hedge material and eliminate the requirement for the required buffer to be located on the property line, 
allowing buffer to be placed elsewhere on the lot between the chicken coop and the adjacent parcels and 
rights-of-way. 
 
On August 9, 2023, the Board of County Commissioners authorized permission to advertise public hearings 
before the Planning & Zoning Commission and  two (2) public hearings before the Board of County 
Commissioners to hear the proposed changes to the Backyard Chicken Registration Program. 
 
On September 28, 2023, the Planning & Zoning Commission voted unanimously to recommend the Board of 
County Commissioners approve the proposed text amendment. 
 
On November 7, 2023, the Board of County Commissioners voted unanimously to schedule the adoption 
hearing for the proposed Ordinance on December 5, 2023, beginning at 6:00PM or as soon thereafter as may 
be heard. 
  
FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
  
N/A 
  
RECOMMENDATION: 
  
Staff recommends the Board vote to approve Ordinance No. 2023-17 and have the Chair sign documents as 
approved by the County Attorney. 
  
COMMISSION ACTION: 
  
 RESULT:  

 MOVER: None 
 SECONDER: None 
 AYES: None  
 NAYS: None 
 EXCUSED: None 

  
Coordination/Signatures  

 

  

Date: November 22, 2023  
Benjamin Balcer, Planning & Development Services Director   
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Date: November 24, 2023  
Daniel McIntyre, County Attorney   

 

  

Date: November 25, 2023  
Mayte Santamaria, Deputy County Administrator   
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Planning and Development 
Services Department 

Planning Division 
M E M O R A N D U M

TO: St. Lucie County Board of County Commissioners

FROM: Ben Balcer, AICP, Planning & Development Services Director 

DATE: November 8, 2023

SUBJECT: Text Amendment to the Land Development Code (LDC)
Backyard Chicken Buffering
TLDC-2308-000026

The St. Lucie County Planning & Development Services Department is proposing a County initiated Land 
Development Code text amendment to Section 7.10.03, Animals in Residential Zoning Districts, specifically 
subsection D. Backyard Chicken Keeping One-time Registration Holder Program, to allow for vegetative 
screening to serve as an eligible buffer between registered chicken coops and adjacent rights-of-way and 
neighboring parcels. Additionally, the proposed amendment seeks to remove the requirement for the opaque 
buffer to be located on the property line, allowing the opaque buffer to be located between the registered chicken 
coop and the property line. 

BACKGROUND:

In 2020, the St. Lucie County Board of County Commissioners adopted regulations pertaining to the Backyard 
Chicken Registration program. The Ordinance approved the ability for citizens to incorporate fresher products 
into diets; a lifestyle which is supported by allowing residents to raise chickens on their single-family residential 
properties for the purpose of producing eggs for personal consumption. 

Presently, the Planning & Development Services Department is proposing a County initiated Land Development 
Code Text Amendment to address and clarify provisions for opaque screening between registered chicken coops 
within residential zoning districts. The current regulations within Land Development Code Section 7.10.03.D 
require chicken coops to be completely screened from adjacent roadways and neighboring parcels by a 6ft. tall 
opaque fence or wall erected on the property line. The proposal seeks to add the option of installing a vegetative 
hedge, subject to certain height and spacing standards, in lieu of an opaque fence or wall. As proposed, the 
vegetative screening shall consist of evergreen shrubs that are a minimum of 4ft. tall at the time of planting, 
planted 3ft. on center, that can be expected to reach and be maintained at a minimum height of 6ft. within 18 
months. Additionally, the proposed language shifts the requirement from placing the opaque buffer on the 
property line, to other areas of the yard between the property line and the registered chicken coop. 

TEXT AMENDMENT STANDARDS OF REVIEW
AS SET FORTH IN SECTION 11.06.03,

ST. LUCIE COUNTY LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE

Pursuant to St. Lucie County Land Development Code (LDC) Section 11.06.03, the Development Review 
Committee (DRC) has reviewed the proposed Text Amendment to LDC Sections, as noted above, and found it 
to meet the technical requirements and standards of review. In reviewing this application for a text amendment 
to the LDC, the Planning and Zoning Commission shall consider and make the following determinations:

A. Whether the proposed amendment is in conflict with any applicable portions of the St. Lucie County 
Land Development Code;
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Project Name: LDC Text Amendment 
Backyard Chicken Buffering

File No.: TLDC-2308-000026

2

The proposed amendments are internally consistent with the Land Development Code. The amendments 
provide flexibility in the type of opaque buffer utilized to screen registered chicken coops. Applicants for the 
Registered Backyard Chicken program would have the added option of using a planted hedge that meets the 
specifications of the code, as well as the current option of an opaque fence or wall. Additionally, the Planning 
& Development Services Department has received complaints from citizens applying for the Backyard 
Chicken Program because of the strict language in the LDC requiring the opaque buffer to be located on the 
property line. This amendment aims to provide added flexibility, allowing the required buffer to be placed 
elsewhere in the yard, if the overall intent of the Code is met.

B. Whether the proposed amendment is in conflict with all elements of the St. Lucie County 
Comprehensive Plan;

The proposed amendments are consistent with the St. Lucie County Comprehensive Plan. The following 
specific goals, objectives, and policies from the Comprehensive Plan support the proposed Land 
Development Code Text Amendment: 

Goal 1.1:  Ensure the highest quality living environment possible, through a mixture of land uses 
reflecting the needs and desires of the local residents and how they want their community to develop. The 
goal shall be implemented by strictly enforced building, zoning and development codes based on 
objectives and policies that will enhance St. Lucie County's natural and man-made resources while 
minimizing any damage or threat of degradation to the health, safety and welfare of the county's citizens, 
native wildlife and environment, through incompatible land uses.

Objective 1.1.4: Implementing Land Development Code. Review and amend, as required, the County's 
Land Development Code which support the implementation of the Future Land Use Element, and the 
other components of the St. Lucie County Comprehensive Plan.

Policy 1.1.4.1:  The Land Development Code shall maintain the specific and detailed provisions 
necessary to implement the adopted Comprehensive Plan, and which at as a minimum include the 
following: 
a. Regulate the subdivision of land; 
b. Regulate the use of land, air, and water consistent with all elements of the St. Lucie County 
Comprehensive Plan, to ensure the compatibility of adjacent land uses and provide for adequate open 
space; 
c. Protect those areas designated for conservation purposes or that contain other special 
environmental habitat as identified in the Future Land Use and other elements of the St. Lucie County 
Comprehensive Plan; 
d. Regulate areas subject to seasonal and periodic flooding and provide for drainage and stormwater 
management; 
e. Protect potable water wellfields and aquifer recharge areas; 
f. Regulate signage; 
g. Provide minimum landscaping standards for all development that encourages the use and 
protection of native and drought tolerant species in lieu of exotic and water consumptive plants; 
h. Ensure safe and convenient on-site traffic flow and vehicle parking needs; 
i. Provide that development orders and development permits shall not be issued which result in a 
reduction of the levels of service for the affected public facilities below the level of service standards 
adopted in this and other elements of the St. Lucie County Comprehensive Plan; 
j. Provide for procedures and time schedules for acceptance of amendments to the St. Lucie County 
Comprehensive Plan in accordance with the provisions of Section 163.3187, F.S.; and 
k. Minimize noise and light pollution.

Objective 1.1.9: Residential Areas. Property owners' investments, their quality of life and the single-
family neighborhood, as a defined residential area, shall be protected from the encroachment of 
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Project Name: LDC Text Amendment 
Backyard Chicken Buffering

File No.: TLDC-2308-000026

3

commercial and/or other inappropriate land uses through consistent and predictable application of the 
Land Development Code.

Policy 1.1.10.2:  Require effective visual and light diffusion barriers between residential and non- 
residential uses. Standards and requirements for such barriers are to be included in the landscaping 
and screening regulations of the St. Lucie County Land Development Code.

C. Whether and the extent to which the proposed amendment is inconsistent with the existing and 
proposed land uses;

The proposed text amendment is consistent with existing or proposed land uses. The proposed Land 
Development Code Text Amendment allows for vegetative screening to serve as an eligible buffer between 
registered chicken coops and adjacent rights-of-way and neighboring parcels. Additionally, the proposed 
amendment seeks to remove the requirement for an opaque buffer to be located on the property line, allowing 
the location of the opaque buffer to be located between the registered chicken coop and the property line. 

D. Whether there have been changed conditions that require an amendment;

Chickens are not generally recognized as household pets. County residents desired to have the ability to keep 
backyard chickens and were the motivation for adopting the Backyard Chicken Registration Program in 2020.  
The current societal trend incorporates fresh food products into diets; a lifestyle which is supported by 
allowing residents to keep and raise chickens on their single-family residential properties for the purpose of 
producing eggs for personal consumption. Many communities around the Country have integrated backyard 
chickens into urban and suburban residential settings. This amendment provides additional flexibility on the 
buffering of the chicken coops from adjacent uses.

E. Whether and the extent to which the proposed amendment would result in demands on public facilities, 
and whether or to the extent to which the proposed amendment would exceed the capacity of such 
public facilities, including but not limited to transportation facilities, sewage facilities, water supply, 
parks, drainage, schools, solid waste, mass transit, and emergency medical facilities;

The proposed text amendment will not result in additional demands on public facilities. Site specific impacts 
are addressed at the time of development permit application.

F. Whether and the extent to which the proposed amendment would result in significant adverse impacts 
on the natural environment;

The proposed text amendment would not result in adverse impacts on the natural environment.  The proposed 
text amendment is not expected to increase development pressures on natural areas and does not modify or 
exempt improvements from any of the County’s natural resource protection standards.

G. Whether and the extent to which the proposed amendment would adversely affect the property values 
in the area;

The proposed amendment is not anticipated to have an adverse impact on property values in the area. 

H. Whether and the extent to which the proposed amendment would result in an orderly and logical 
development pattern specifically identifying any negative effects of such patterns;

The proposed changes will maintain an orderly and logical development pattern and does not influence the 
need for an opaque screen between registered chicken coops and adjacent properties and rights-of-way. The 
proposed language provides flexibility and will not negatively affect the surrounding area.  

I. Whether the proposed amendment would be in conflict with the public interest, and is in harmony 
with the purpose and intent of this code;
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Project Name: LDC Text Amendment 
Backyard Chicken Buffering

File No.: TLDC-2308-000026

4

The proposed amendment is not in conflict with the public interest and is in harmony with the purpose and 
intent of this code. 

J. Any other matters that may be deemed appropriate by the Planning and Zoning Commission or the 
Board of County Commissioners, in review and consideration of the proposed amendment.

The Planning and Zoning Commission and the Board of County Commissioners may raise other matters 
regarding the proposed Land Development Code Text Amendment.

PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION

The Planning & Zoning Commission heard this petition at their September 28, 2023, regularly scheduled meeting, 
voting unanimously to recommend approval of the proposed County initiated Land Development Code Text 
Amendment. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff finds this County initiated text amendment to meet the standards of review as set forth in Section 11.06.03 
of the St. Lucie County Land Development Code, and is not in conflict with the goals, objectives, and policies of 
the St. Lucie County Comprehensive Plan. 

Staff recommends the Board of County Commissioners vote to approve the proposed Ordinance. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2023-17
FILE NO.: TLDC-2308-000026

AN ORDINANCE BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF ST. 
LUCIE COUNTY, FLORIDA, AMENDING LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE 
SECTION 7.10.03, ANIMALS IN RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICTS, 
ALLOWING FOR THE ADDITION OF A VEGETATED VISUAL BARRIER 
TO SERVE AS AN OPTION TO BUFFER REGISTERED CHICKEN COOPS 
FROM ADJACENT ROADWAYS AND NEIGHBORING PARCELS, 
PROVIDING STANDARDS FOR THE VEGETATED MATERIAL, AND 
REMOVES THE REQUIREMENT FOR AN OPAQUE FENCE OR WALL TO 
BE LOCATED ON THE PROPERTY LINE; PROVIDING FOR 
CONFLICTING PROVISIONS; PROVIDING FOR APPLICABILITY AND 
SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR FILING WITH THE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; 
PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; AND PROVIDING FOR ADOPTION.

______________________________________________________________________________

WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Florida has, in Chapter 125 – County 
Government, Florida Statutes, conferred upon local governments the authority to adopt regulations 
designed to promote the public health, safety, and general welfare of its citizenry; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Article 8 of the Florida Constitution and Section 125.66, Florida 
Statutes, St. Lucie County possesses the police powers to enact ordinances in order to protect the 
health, safety, and welfare of the County’s citizens; and

WHEREAS, this Ordinance is not subject to a business impact estimate pursuant to Section 
125.66(3), Florida Statutes; and 

WHEREAS, on August 1, 1990, the Board of County Commissioners adopted the St. Lucie 
County Land Development Code; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners is authorized by Section 125.01(1)(h), 
Florida Statutes, to establish, coordinate and enforce zoning and such business regulations as are 
necessary for the protection of the public; and

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners is authorized by Section 125.01(1)(t), 
Florida Statues, to adopt ordinances and resolutions necessary for the exercise of its powers and to 
prescribe fines and penalties for the violations of ordinances in accordance with law; and 

WHEREAS, on September 28, 2023, the Planning and Zoning Commission held a public 
hearing on the proposed ordinance, after publishing due notice in the St. Lucie News Tribune on 
September 17, 2023.  The Planning and Zoning Commission recommended to the Board to 
approve/deny the proposed text amendment to the St. Lucie County Land Development Code; and

WHEREAS, on November 7, 2023, the Board of County Commissioners held its first public 
hearing on the proposed ordinance, after publishing due notice in the St. Lucie News Tribune on 
October 19, 2023; and
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WHEREAS, on December 5, 2023, the Board of County Commissioners held its second 
Public Hearing on the proposed ordinance, after publishing due notice in the St. Lucie News Tribune 
on November 22, 2023; and

WHEREAS, the Board has determined that the proposed amendments to the St. Lucie County 
Land Development Code are consistent with the general purpose, goals, objectives, and standards of 
the County’s Comprehensive Plan, and are in the best interest of the health, safety, and public welfare 
of the citizens of the County.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the St. Lucie County Board of County 
Commissioners that the St. Lucie County Land Development is amended as set forth in the following 
amendments, as shown in strikethrough and underline format in Section 2.

SECTION 1. RATIFICATION OF RECITALS. The foregoing recitals are hereby 
ratified and confirmed as true and correct and are hereby made a part of this Ordinance.

SECTION 2. This ordinance specifically amends St. Lucie County Land Development 
Code, as follows:

Section 7.10.03. – ANIMALS IN RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS

* * * * *

D. Backyard Chicken-keeping One-time Registration Holder Program:

* * * * *

3. Location and requirements for chicken coops and enclosures. Backyard chicken-keeping shall be 
permitted as an accessory use within single-family residential zoning districts, where the lot or parcel 
is developed and occupied by a single-family detached residence. Chickens shall not be kept on 
residential property with mobile home/manufactured home parks, duplexes, triplexes, townhomes, 
and apartments or other multi-family properties. 

a. Permission for backyard chicken-keeping shall be subject to the following standards and 
conditions: 
(1) The maximum size of the coop and enclosure area shall be one hundred and twenty-five 

(125) square feet. The coop may be movable so long as it meets the required setbacks in 
this ordinance. 

(2) The space per bird in the coop shall be not less than four (4) square feet. 
(3) The coop and enclosure shall be set back a minimum of ten (10) feet from the side and 

rear lot lines and a minimum of twenty (20) feet from any side street, so long as the coop 
and enclosure area shall be at least twenty-five (25) feet, from any residential structure on 
an adjoining lot. The coop and enclosure must be kept in the rear backyard of the 
residence. 

Words in strike through type are deletions from existing text.
Words in underlined type are additions to existing text.

Asterisks (***) indicate existing text not shown.
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(4) A building permit from the building department shall not be required for the coop. The 
registration for keeping backyard chickens shall list the construction material methods as 
well as anchoring methods, such as tie-downs. Prefabricated mobile coops may be exempt 
from the requirement to obtain a building permit. 

(5) The coop and enclosure area shall be located in the rear yard of the developed and 
occupied single-family detached residential property. 

(6) Nothing in this section shall prevent the construction of a coop and enclosure from 
abutting the rear of an applicant's house, so long as it otherwise meets the requirements of 
this Code. 

(7) The maximum height of a coop and the enclosure area fence around the coop shall be six 
(6) feet, as measured from the existing grade to the highest part of the coop or fence. 

(8) Chicken coops and enclosures shall be completely screened from adjacent roadways and 
neighboring parcels by a six (6) foot-tall opaque fence, or wall erected on the property 
line., or vegetated barrier consisting of evergreen shrubs that at the time of planting shall 
be a minimum of four (4) feet in height, planted 3 ft. on center, that can be expected to 
reach and be maintained at a minimum of six (6) feet in height within 18 months. Required 
buffers shall be erected or installed between the coop and the property line. A chain-link 
fence, chain-link fence with slats, or similar fence shall not constitute an opaque fence or 
wall. A building permit may be required to erect an enclosure area fence in accordance to 
Section 8.00.04 of the St. Lucie County Land Development Code.

(9) Chicken coops shall be covered and ventilated, and a fenced enclosure/run is required. 
The coop and enclosure must be constructed in a way that establishes a clean, safe, and 
pleasant environment free of odor, vermin, noise, and disease. 

(10) All enclosures for the keeping of chickens shall be so constructed and maintained as to 
prevent rodents or other pests. Chicken coops must be impermeable to rodents, wild birds, 
predators and weather, including all openings, ventilation holes, doors, and gates. 
Enclosures shall be kept in clean and neat conditions, including the provision of clean, dry 
bedding materials and regular removal of waste materials, not to create an odor. 

(11) All chicken feed shall be kept in a secured and covered metal container, or otherwise 
protected to prevent rodents and other pests from gaining access to it. 

(12) Chicken coops shall not be permitted within any protected St. Lucie River shorelines and 
adjacent upland areas along with water bodies such as the Indian River Lagoon, St. Lucie 
River, and its tributaries. Refer to Section 6.02.02 Riverine Shoreline Protection for buffer 
requirements. 

SECTION 3. CONFLICTING PROVISIONS. Special acts of the Florida legislature 
applicable only to unincorporated areas of St. Lucie County, and adopted prior to January 1, 1969, 
County ordinances and County resolutions, or parts thereof, in conflict with this ordinance are hereby 
superseded by this ordinance to the extent of such conflict.

SECTION 4. SEVERABILITY AND APPLICABILITY. If any portion of this ordinance 
is for any reason held or declared to be unconstitutional, inoperative, or void, such holding shall not 
affect the remaining portions of this ordinance.  If this ordinance or any provision thereof shall be 
held to be inapplicable to any person, property, or circumstance, such holding shall not affect its 
applicability to any other person, property, or circumstance.

SECTION 5. FILING WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE. The Clerk is hereby 
directed forthwith to send a certified copy of this ordinance to the Department of State.
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SECTION 6. EFFECTIVE DATE. A certified copy of this ordinance shall be filed with the 
Department of State by the Clerk of the Board of County Commissioners of St. Lucie County within 
ten days after enactment by the Board, and this ordinance shall take effect upon filing with the 
Department of State.

SECTION 7.  CODIFICATION. Provisions of this ordinance shall be incorporated in the 
St. Lucie County Land Development Code, and the word “ordinance” may be changed to “section”, 
“article”, or other appropriate word, and the sections of this ordinance may be renumbered or re-
lettered to accomplish such intention.

SECTION 8.  ADOPTION. After motion and second, the vote on this ordinance was as 
follows:

Cathy Townsend, Chair XXX
Chris Dzadovsky, Vice Chair XXX
Linda Bartz, Commissioner XXX
Larry Leet, Commissioner XXX
Jamie Fowler, Commissioner XXX

PASSED AND DULY ADOPTED this 5th day of December, 2023.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
ATTEST: ST. LUCIE COUNTY, FLORIDA

_________________________ BY: _____________________________
Deputy Clerk Chair

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND
CORRECTNESS:

BY: _____________________________
County Attorney
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
The Martin County Local Planning Agency and the Board of 
County Commissioners will conduct public hearings on the 
following item:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF MARTIN COUNTY, FLORIDA 
AMENDING ARTICLE 10 AND ARTICLE 12 CONCERNING 
CLARIFICATION OF DEVLOPMENT REVIEW PROCEDURE, 
SITE PLANNING EXEMPTIONS AND RESPONSIBILTY 
OF REVIEW, LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS, 
MARTIN COUNTY CODE; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTING 
PROVISIONS; SEVERABILITY; APPLICABILITY; FILING 
WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE; EFFECTIVE DATE; AND 
CODIFICATION. 

Public Hearing: Local Planning Agency
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2023
Time 7 PM or as soon thereafter as the item may be heard

Public Hearing: Board of County Commissioners
Date: Tuesday, December 12, 2023
Time: 9 AM or as soon thereafter as the item may be heard

All interested persons are invited to attend and be heard.  The 
meeting will be held in the Commission Chambers on the 
first floor of the Martin County Administrative Center, 2401 
S.E. Monterey Road, Stuart, Florida.  Written comments may 
be mailed to: Paul Schilling, Director, Martin County Growth 
Management Department, 2401 S.E. Monterey Road, Stuart, 
Florida 34996. Copies of the items will be available from the 
Growth Management Department. For more information, 
contact, Peter Walden, AICP, CNU-A, Deputy Growth 
Management Department Director at (772) 219-4923.

Persons with disabilities who need an accommodation in 
order to participate in this proceeding are entitled, at no cost, 
to the provision of certain assistance.  This does not include 
transportation to and from the meeting.  Please contact the 
Office of the ADA Coordinator at (772) 320-3131, or the Office 
of the County Administrator at (772) 288-5400, or in writing to 
2401 SE Monterey Road, Stuart, FL, 34996, no later than three 
days before the hearing date.  Persons using a TTY device, 
please call 711 Florida Relay Services.

If any person decides to appeal any decision made with 
respect to any matter considered at the meetings or hearings 
of any board, committee, agency, council, or advisory group, 
that person will need a record of the proceedings and, for 
such purpose, may need to ensure that a verbatim record of 
the proceedings is made, which record should include the 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Board of County Commissioners will conduct a public hearing 

on Tuesday, December 12, 2023, beginning at 9:00 A.M., or as 

soon thereafter as the items may be heard, to consider adoption 

of the following ordinances:

AN ORDINANCE OF MARTIN COUNTY, FLORIDA, REGARDING 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT 22-09, AMENDING THE 
TEXT OF CHAPTER 18, CHAPTER 2, AND CHAPTER 4, OF THE 
MARTIN COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE GROWTH MANAGEMENT 
PLAN; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTING PROVISIONS, 
SEVERABILITY, AND APPLICABILITY; PROVIDING FOR FILING 
WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, CODIFICATION AND AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE.

The Martin County Board of County Commissioners has initiated 

an amendment to Chapter 18, Community Redevelopment 

Element. The proposed changes provide clarity and predictable 

standards regarding density, open space and preserve areas and 

updates to be consistent with state statutes regarding water and 

wastewater systems.

AN ORDINANCE OF MARTIN COUNTY, FLORIDA AMENDING 
ARTICLE 12 CONCERNING CLARIFICATION OF DENSITY 
PROVISIONS; OPEN SPACE ALLOCATION; NATIVE UPLAND 
HABITAT, LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS, MARTIN 
COUNTY CODE; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTING PROVISIONS; 
SEVERABILITY; APPLICABILITY; FILING WITH THE DEPARTMENT 
OF STATE; EFFECTIVE DATE; AND CODIFICATION.

The proposed changes to Article 12, Community Redevelopment 

Code, are in conjunction with changes made to Chapter 18, 

Comprehensive Growth Management Plan. Changes provide 

clarity and predictable development standards regarding density, 

open space and preserve areas.

All interested persons are invited to attend and be heard. The 
meeting will be held in the Commission Chambers on the first 
floor of the Martin County Administrative Center, 2401 S.E. 
Monterey Road, Stuart, Florida. Written comments may be mailed 
to: Paul Schilling, Director, Martin County Growth Management 
Department, 2401 S.E. Monterey Road, Stuart, Florida 34996. For 
further information, including copies of the original application 
documents or agenda items, contact Peter Walden, Deputy 
Growth Management Director, Growth Management Department 
at (772) 288-5495.

Persons with disabilities who need an accommodation in 
order to participate in this proceeding are entitled, at no cost, 
to the provision of certain assistance. This does not include 
transportation to and from the meeting. Please contact the Office 
of the ADA Coordinator at (772) 320-3131, or the Office of the 
County Administrator at (772) 288-5400, or in writing to 2401 SE 
Monterey Road, Stuart, FL, 34996, no later than three days before 
the hearing date. Persons using a TTY device, please call 711 
Florida Relay Services.

If any person decides to appeal any decision made with respect 
to any matter considered at the meetings or hearings of any 
board, committee, agency, council, or advisory group, that 
person will need a record of the proceedings and, for such 
purpose, may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the 
proceedings is made, which record should include the testimony 
and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.

ST. LUCIE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

PUBLIC HEARING AGENDA

Tuesday, December 5, 2023

NOTICE OF AN ADOPTION HEARING FOR A PROPOSED LAND 

DEVELOPMENT CODE TEXT AMENDMENT 

The Board of County Commissioners of St. Lucie County, Florida is 

scheduled to review and consider the following County initiated proposal 

for adoption by Ordinance:

ORDINANCE NO. 

FILE NO: TLDC-2308-000026

AN ORDINANCE BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF ST. 

LUCIE COUNTY, FLORIDA, AMENDING LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE SECTION 

7.10.03, ANIMALS IN RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICTS, ALLOWING FOR 

THE ADDITION OF A VEGETATED VISUAL BARRIER TO SERVE AS AN 

OPTION TO BUFFER REGISTERED CHICKEN COOPS FROM ADJACENT 

ROADWAYS AND NEIGHBORING PARCELS, PROVIDING STANDARDS 

FOR THE VEGETATED MATERIAL, AND REMOVES THE REQUIREMENT 

FOR AN OPAQUE FENCE OR WALL TO BE LOCATED ON THE PROPERTY 

LINE; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTING PROVISIONS; PROVIDING FOR 

APPLICABILITY AND SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR FILING WITH 

THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; 

PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; AND PROVIDING FOR ADOPTION.

APPLICANT:  ST. LUCIE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

PURPOSE:  A County initiated Text Amendment to the Land Development Code 

to update the chicken coop buffering requirements within Section 7.10.03, 

Animals in Residential Zoning Districts, specifically allowing for existing or 

planted vegetation to serve as a buffer between registered chicken coops and 

adjacent rights-of-way and neighboring parcels. Additionally, the amendment 

would allow the required visual buffer to be located between the registered 

chicken coop and the property line.

The PUBLIC HEARING on this item will be held in the Commission Chambers, 

Roger Poitras Annex, 3rd Floor, St. Lucie County on Tuesday, December 5, 

2023, beginning at 6:00 pm or as soon thereafter as possible.  

All interested persons will be given an opportunity to be heard. Written 

comments received in advance of the public hearing will also be considered. 

Written comments to the Board should be received by the Planning and 

Development Services Department - Planning Division or Public Works 

Department at least three (3) days prior to the scheduled hearing. Comments 

will be distributed to the Board in advance of the meeting and included in the 

record provided the comments comply with the County’s rules. The petition 

files are available for review at the Planning and Development Services 

Department – Planning offices located at 2300 Virginia Avenue, Fort Pierce, 

Florida during regular business hours. Please call (772) 462-2822 or TDD 

(772) 462-1428 if you have any questions or require additional information 

about this petition.

The St. Lucie County Board of County Commissioners has the power to review 

and enact land development code regulations within St. Lucie County’s 

jurisdiction. 

The proceedings of the Board of County Commissioners are electronically 

recorded. PURSUANT TO Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes, if a person 

decides to appeal any decision made by the Board of County Commissioners 

with respect to any matter considered at a meeting or hearing, he or she will 

need a record of the proceedings. For such purpose, he or she may need 

to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record 

includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. 

Upon the request of any party to the proceeding, individuals testifying during 

a hearing will be sworn in. Any party to the proceeding will be granted an 

opportunity to cross-examine any individual testifying during a hearing upon 

request. If it becomes necessary, a public hearing may be continued to a date 

certain. 

Anyone with a disability requiring accommodation to attend this meeting 

should contact the St. Lucie County Community Risk Manager at least 

forty-eight (48) hours prior to the meeting at (772) 462-1546 or T.D.D. 

(772) 462-1428. Any questions about this agenda may be referred to St. Lucie 

County Planning Division at (772) 462-2822.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS/

ST. LUCIE COUNTY, FLORIDA

/S/ CATHY TOWNSEND, CHAIR

PUBLISH DATE: Wednesday, November 22, 2023 TR-37901365TR-37936869

CITY OF PORT ST. LUCIE
PLANNING AND ZONING DEPARTMENT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

A Public and Virtual Meeting will be conducted before the PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD of the City of Port St. Lucie on Tuesday, December 5, 
2023 at 6:00 pm. on the following:

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

A. P22-059 CITY OF PORT ST. LUCIE – TITLE XV, LAND USAGE, CHAPTER 155, SIGN CODE AND    
  CHAPTER 153, DEFINITIONS, TEXT AMENDMENT

This is a City initiated Text Amendment to add Section 155.08 (I) Institutional Zoning Districts Freestanding Signs permitting 
the addition of electronic message board signs to the permitted freestanding monument signs in the Institutional Districts 
of the City

B. P23-130 CHICK-FIL-A @ SLW – VARIANCE 
  Property Location: The property is located at 1611 NW St Lucie West Boulevard.
  Legal Description: SLW Plat 194, Lot 1.

This is a request to grant a variance of a reduction of parking spaces from the existing 65 parking spaces to 57 total parking 
spaces. The Zoning Code requires a minimum 1 space per 75 SF of gross floor area.

C. P23-139 ST. LUCIE TRAIL – PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT (PUD) ZONING AMENDMENT
Location: The property is located on the west side of SW Country Club Drive and south of SW St. Lucie West Boulevard.
Legal Description: SLW Plat No. 32, Parcels 1-4, Tract “S”.
This is a request to amend the following: 1) allow for the construction of a 12-unit, 2-story condominium, and 2) allow the 
construction of an 11,436 square foot, 2-story fitness building with associated site improvements. 

D. P23-178 KRISTEN CAPPETELLI – REZONING
  Property Location: The property is located at the southeast corner of Port St. 

Lucie Boulevard and SW McCall Road.
  Legal Description: Port St. Lucie Section 21, Block. 2084 Lots 1-3.

This is a request to rezone a 0.76-acre parcel from Institutional (I) zoning district to Multiple-Family Residential (RM-5) zoning 
district to be consistent with the City’s Comprehensive Plan.

E P23-194 SOUTHERN GROVE – BARON SHOPPES TRADITION – CELL TOWER
  SPECIAL EXCEPTION USE
  Location: The property is located south of SW Tradition Parkway, west of SW 

Village Commons, and east of SW Community Boulevard.
  Legal Description: Southern Grove Plat No. 28, Parcel 3.

This is a request to allow a 150-foot-tall monopole tower in the Master Planned Unit Development (MPUD) Zoning District, 
with a Mixed Use Area designation, per Section 2.C.1. of the Southern Grove MPUD Regulation Book and Section 158.213 of 
the Zoning Ordinances. 

F. P23-196 NICOLE BUSH – VARIANCE
  Location: The property is located at 2756 SW Casella Street.
  Legal Description: Port St Lucie-Section 31, Block 1706, Lot 15.

This is a request to grant a variance of 10.27 feet to allow a 14.73-foot setback from the rear property line for a existing 
multi-story CBS building. The property is zoned CS (Service Commercial). Per Section 158.126(J) Setback Requirements and 
Landscaping, a rear setback of twenty-five (25) feet shall be required when a building abuts a residential future land use 
category or public right-of-way.

G. P23-197 NICOLE BUSH – REZONE
Location: The property is located south of SW Gatlin Boulevard, on the west side of SW Casella Street.
Legal Description: Port St. Lucie Section 31, Block. 1706, Lot 13.
This is a request to rezone a .23-acre parcel from Single-Family Residential (RS-2) zoning district to Service Commercial (CS) 
zoning district to be consistent with the City’s Comprehensive Plan. 

H. P23-202 City of Port St. Lucie Zoning Text Amendment – Chapter 158 – Zoning Code, 
Article X – Planned Unit Development (PUD) Zoning District, Section 158.177 – Changes in Conceptual Plans, and Chapter 
158 – Zoning Code, Article X.5 – Master Planned Unit Development (MPUD) Zoning District, Section 158.192 – Changes in 
Conceptual Plans.
This is a City initiated Text Amendment amending Section 158.177 and Section 158.192 Changes in Conceptual Plans, of the 
City of Port St. Lucie Code of Ordinances. This amendment will amend Sections 158.177 & 158.192 to expedite and streamline 
the administrative amendment approval process for minor changes.

I. P23-204 VERANO SOUTH POD B PUD 1 AMENDMENT #2 – PLANNED UNIT 
DEVELOPMENT (PUD) AMENDMENT
Location: The property is located south of the C-24 Canal, east of Range Line Road, west of I-95 and north of the Crosstown 
Parkway.
Legal Description: A parcel of land lying within Sections 28, 29, 31,32,33, and 34, Township 36 South, Range 39 East, and 
Sections 4, 5 & 6, Township 37 South, Range 39 East.
This is a request to amend the Planned Unit Development (PUD) document and concept plan for Verano South POD B PUD 1.
The proposed amendment will reduce the maximum number of dwelling units permitted.

J. P23-205 VERANO SOUTH POD C PUD 1 AMENDMENT #2 – PLANNED UNIT 
DEVELOPMENT (PUD) AMENDMENT
Location: The property is located south of the C-24 Canal, east of Range Line Road, west of I-95 and north of the Crosstown 
Parkway.
Legal Description: A parcel of land lying within Sections 28, 29, 31,32,33, and 34, Township 36 South, Range 39 East, and 
Sections 4, 5 & 6, Township 37 South, Range 39 East.
This is a request to amend the Planned Unit Development (PUD) document and concept plan for Verano South POD C PUD 1. 
The proposed amendment will reduce the maximum number of dwelling units permitted.

K. P23-209 VERANO SOUTH POD E AMENDMENT #4 – PLANNED UNIT 
DEVELOPMENT (PUD) AMENDMENT
Location: The property is located south of the C-24 Canal, east of Range Line Road, west of I-95 and north of the Crosstown 
Parkway.
Legal Description: Being A Portion Of Tract “CA6”, Verano South – P.U.D. 1 Pod C – Plat No. 1, According To The Plat Thereof 
Recorded In Plat Book 78, Pages 24 Through 31, As Recorded In The Public Records Of St. Lucie County, Florida, And Being 
Portions Of Sections 33, Township 36 South, Range 39 East And Section 4, Township 37 South, Range 39 East, St. Lucie 
County, Florida.
This is a request to amend the Planned Unit Development (PUD) document and concept plan for Verano South POD E. The 
proposed amendment will reduce the maximum number of dwelling units permitted.

L. P23-210 VERANO PUD 1 AMENDMENT #11 – PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT 
(PUD) AMENDMENT
Location: The property is located south of the C-24 Canal, east of Range Line Road, west of I-95 and north of the Crosstown 
Parkway.
Legal Description: A parcel of land lying in Sections 31 and 32, Township 36 South, Range 39 East, and Sections 5 and 6, 
Township 37 South, Range 39 East, St. Lucie County, Florida and being a portion of Sections 28, 29, 32, Township 36 South, 
Range 39 East, St. Lucie County, Florida.
This is a request to amend the Planned Unit Development (PUD) document and concept plan for Verano PUD 1. The proposed 
amendment will reduce the maximum number of dwelling units permitted.

M. P23-211 VERANO SOUTH POD A PUD 1 AMENDMENT #3 – PLANNED UNIT 
DEVELOPMENT (PUD) AMENDMENT
Location: The property is located south of the C-24 Canal, east of Range Line Road, west of I-95 and north of the Crosstown 
Parkway.
Legal Description: A portion of parcels 3 and 4, Verano Master Plat, according to the Plat thereof, as recorded in Plat Book 57, 
Page 25, of the public records of St. Lucie County, Florida.
This is a request to amend the Planned Unit Development (PUD) document and concept plan for Verano South POD A PUD 1. 
The proposed amendment will reduce the maximum number of dwelling units permitted.

N. P23-212 CITY OF PORT ST. LUCIE ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT – CHAPTER 156 – 
SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS, ARTICLE III – STANDARD PROCEDURES, AND CHAPTER 156 – SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS, 
ARTICLE V – OF-SITE IMPROVEMENTS.
This is a City initiated Text Amendment amending Chapter 156 to expedite and streamline the Plat approval process.

O. P23-215 CITY OF PORT ST. LUCIE - FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT – 
  COMPREHENSIVE PLAN TEXT AMENDMENT/LARGE SCALE

This is a City initiated Text Amendment to the Future Land Use Element of the City of Port St. Lucie Comprehensive Plan to 
support the maximum building height increase for the Institutional zoning district. 

P. P23-216 CITY OF PORT ST. LUCIE – CHAPTER 158 – ZONING CODE, ARTICLE VII- 
  INSTITUTIONAL DISTRICTS - ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT

This is a City initiated Text Amendment amending Section 158.110 of the City of Port St. Lucie Code of Ordinances. This 
amendment would increase the maximum building height for publicly owned or operated buildings or uses, hospitals, and 
free-standing emergency departments in the Institutional zoning district. 

· You may attend the meeting in person and express your views. If you do not wish to attend, you may file any comments you desire in 
writing or via email. The Planning and Zoning Board and the City Council will consider your comments.

· If you would like to speak on the item at the meeting and do not desire to attend in person, please contact the Clerk’s Office at 
772-871-5157 and TDD Number 772-873-6340 by 11:00 a.m. on the day of the meeting and a staff member will provide you with the 
required call-in information.

NOTICE: No stenographic record by a certified court reporter will be made of the foregoing meeting. Accordingly, if a person decides to appeal any 
decision made by the City Council, board, agency, or commission with respect to any matter considered at such meeting or hearing, he or she will 
need a record of the proceedings, and that, for such purpose, he or she may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which 
record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. (F.S. 286.0105)

NOTICE: Public and Press are invited to review all the backup for meetings. Copies are available in the City Clerk’s Office.

NOTICE: In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, persons needing special accommodation to participate in this proceeding 
should contact the City Clerk’s Office at 772-871-5157.

AS A COURTESY TO THE PEOPLE RECORDING THE MEETING, PLEASE TURN ALL CELL PHONES TO SILENT.     
Revised: 11/16/2023  11:35 PM

For most of her life, Claudia Stearns dreaded
Thanksgiving. As a person who struggled with obesity
since childhood, Stearns hated the annual turmoil of
obsessing about what she ate – and the guilt of overin-
dulging on a holiday built around food. 

Now, after losing nearly 100 pounds using medica-

tions including Wegovy, a powerful new anti-obesity
drug, Stearns says the “food noise” in her head has
gone very, very quiet.

“Last year, it felt so lovely to just be able to enjoy my
meal, to focus on being with friends and family, to fo-
cus on the joy of the day,” says Stearns, 65, of Somer-
ville, Massachusetts. “That was a whole new experi-
ence.”

As millions of Americans struggling with obesity
gain access to a new generation of weight-loss drugs,
Stearns’ experience is becoming more common – and
more noticeable at the times of year when cooking,
eating and a sense of abundance can define and
heighten gatherings of loved ones and friends. Medical
experts and consumers say the drugs are shifting not
only what users eat, but also the way they think about
food. For some, it means greater mental control over
their meals. Others say it saps the enjoyment from so-
cial situations, including traditionally food-centric
holidays like Thanksgiving, Passover and Christmas.

“It’s something that really changes a lot of things in
their life,” says Dr. Daniel Bessesen, chief of endocri-
nology at Denver Health, who treats patients with
obesity. “They go from food being a central focus to it’s
just not.”

Undermining the festivities? 

The new obesity drugs, originally designed to treat
diabetes, include semaglutide, used in Ozempic and
Wegovy, and tirzepatide, used in Mounjaro and re-
cently approved as Zepbound. Now aimed at weight
loss, too, the drugs delivered as weekly injections work
far differently than any diet. They mimic powerful hor-
mones that kick in after people eat to regulate appetite
and the feeling of fullness communicated between the
gut and the brain. Users can lose as much as 15% to
25% of their body weight, studies show. 

“That’s how it works – it reduces the rewarding as-
pects of food,” explains Dr. Michael Schwartz, an ex-
pert in metabolism, diabetes and obesity at the Uni-
versity of Washington in Seattle. 

For Stearns, who started treatment in 2020, using
the weight-loss medications means she can take a few
bites of her favorite Thanksgiving pies – and then stop. 

“I would not feel full,” she says, “but I would feel sat-
isfied.”

Yet such a shift can have broader implications, both
religious and cultural, because it alters the experience
of festive and religious holidays that are often built
around interactions with food – and lots of it. 

“I’m Italian. For us, it’s like going to church, going to
a table,” says Joe Sapone, 64, a retiree from Atlantic
Highlands, New Jersey, who lost about 
100 pounds with dieting and Mounjaro. He no longer
needs what he called “the food orgy” of a holiday, but
he acknowledges it was an adjustment.

“Part of succeeding at this is disconnecting a good

time with what you eat,” he says. “Am I still going to
have fun if I don’t eat that much?”

Changes in enjoyment

Many users welcome what they say is greater con-
trol over what they eat, even during the emotionally
charged holiday season.

“I may be more selective of the items I put on my
plate,” says Tara Rothenhoefer, 48, of Trinity, Florida.
She lost more than 200 pounds after joining a clinical
trial testing Mounjaro for weight loss in 2020. “I don’t
care about the bread as much. I still eat what I enjoy.”

But others on the drugs lose their appetites entirely
or suffer side effects – nausea, vomiting, diarrhea –
that undermine the pleasure of any food. 

“I’ve had a handful of patients over the years who
were really miserable because they didn’t enjoy food in
the same way,” says Dr. Katherine Saunders, an obesi-
ty expert at Weill Cornell Medicine and co-founder of
Intellihealth, a clinical and software company that fo-
cuses on obesity treatment.

But, she added, most people who have turned to
weight-loss medications have spent years struggling
with the physical and mental burdens of chronic obe-
sity and are relieved to discover a decreased desire for
food – and grateful to shed pounds. 

When people stop taking the drugs, their appetites
return and they regain weight, often faster than they
lost it, studies show. One early analysis found that
two-thirds of patients who started taking weight-loss
drugs were no longer using them a year later.

Part of that may be due to high cost and ongoing
supply shortages. 

But the larger question of what it means to alter a
basic human drive like appetite needs to be considered
as well, says Dr. Jens Juul Holst of the University of
Copenhagen. 

No more overindulging at Thanksgiving?
New obesity medications change
how users think of holiday meals

Jonel Aleccia ASSOCIATED PRESS

Some people on weight loss drugs such as Wegovy
have a hard time adjusting to experiencing
food-centric holidays in a new way. 
NOVO NORDISK VIA AP
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