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Leon County Board of County Commissioners 
Agenda Item #17 

November 14, 2023 

To: Honorable Chairman and Members of the Board 

From: Vincent S. Long, County Administrator 

Title: Request to Schedule the First and Only Public Hearing Regarding Intent to 
Use the Uniform Method for the Levy, Collection, and Enforcement of 
Non-Ad Valorem Assessments for the Purpose of Collecting the Full Amount 
of all Charges Related to Sewer Service Imposed on Certain Real Property 
Located on Susie B. Lane, for December 12, 2023 

Review and Approval: Vincent S. Long, County Administrator 

Department/ Division 
Review: 

Alan Rosenzweig, Deputy County Administrator 
Ken Morris, Assistant County Administrator 
Ben Pingree, Assistant County Administrator 
Brent Pell, Director, Public Works 
Charles Wu, Director, Engineering Services 

Lead Staff/ Project 
Team: 

Anna Padilla, Stormwater Management Coordinator 

Statement of Issue: 
This item requests Board approval to schedule the first and only public hearing regarding the 
County’s intent to utilize the Uniform Method of Collection for the levy, collection, and 
enforcement of non-ad valorem assessments for the purpose of collecting the full amount of all 
charges related to Sewer Service imposed on certain real property located on Susan B. Lane, for 
December 12, 2023. 

Fiscal Impact: 
This item has no fiscal impact. 

Staff Recommendation: 
Option #1: Schedule the first and only public hearing regarding the County’s intent to utilize 

the Uniform Method for the levy, collection, and enforcement of Non-Ad Valorem 
Assessments for the purposes of collecting the full amount of all charges related to 
Sewer Service imposed on certain real property located on Susie B. Lane for 
December 12, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. 
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Report and Discussion 
 
Background: 
This item seeks Board approval to schedule the first and only public hearing regarding the 
County’s intent to utilize the uniform method of collection for the levy, collection, and 
enforcement of non-ad valorem assessments for the purpose of collecting the full amount of all 
charges related to sewer service imposed on certain real property located on Susie B. Lane, for 
December 12, 2023.  The non-ad valorem assessment will be utilized for one parcel that does not 
currently have a metered City utility account.  
 
Through Leon County’s Belair/Annawood septic-to-sewer project, property owners were able to 
connect to sanitary sewer at no cost, a savings of over $10,000 per property.  Upon completion of 
the project and transfer of the system to the City of Tallahassee, any fees for the use and 
maintenance of sewer service become the responsibility of the property owner from that point 
forward.  The assessment will collect a readiness to serve charge for the City, which is intended to 
cover a portion of the City’s costs of operating and maintaining the sewer system and other costs 
incurred to ensure the sewer system is ready to serve when customers choose to connect. 
 
Per Section 5 of the Interlocal Agreement, if a property has a City utility account for a metered 
service (e.g., water or electrical service) the City shall bill the recurring sewer service charges in 
the Belair/Annawood area through the customer’s City utility account.  However, if a property 
does not have a metered service City utility account, the County shall collect and remit to the City, 
on a recurring annual basis, the full amount of all charges related to sewer service through a non-
ad valorem assessment on the property owner’s annual property tax bill.  One undeveloped 
residential property in the Belair Phase II system area is vacant and does not have a metered service 
City utility account. 
 
The Belair/Annawood Wastewater Retrofit Project is one of the three active septic-to-sewer 
projects undertaken by the County in southern Leon County, in coordination with the Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) and the City of Tallahassee.  Based on the shared 
desire to enhance water quality in our region through nitrogen reduction projects, Leon County 
and the FDEP jointly adopted the Leon County Water Quality and Springs Protection 
Infrastructure Improvement Plan in fiscal year 2018.  This first of its kind multi-year agreement 
between the State and a county was the result of Leon County’s strong commitment to reducing 
nitrogen levels in the primary springs protection zone and FDEP’s willingness to provide a dollar-
for-dollar match toward projects in Leon County, including the Belair/Annawood Wastewater 
Retrofit Project.  This significant investment by the County and the funding support from FDEP 
provides not only a momentous public benefit through protection of our waterbodies, but also 
minimizes costs to private property owners who wish to connect to sanitary sewer. 
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On March 20, 2019, the County and City entered into an Interlocal Agreement for the Provision 
of Sewer Service to Belair/Annawood Area (the “Interlocal Agreement”) (Attachment #1), 
whereby the County and City agreed to their respective roles and responsibilities to support the 
construction and transfer of the sewer system.  The County committed to the design, engineering, 
permitting, property acquisition, and construction for the Project, which was funded in part through 
a Springs Restoration Grant from the FDEP and American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds.  The 
City agreed to accept all property and easements for ownership, operation, maintenance, repair, 
and replacement of the sewer system.  
 
Analysis: 
Pursuant to Section 197.3632(9), Florida Statutes, special assessments levied pursuant to a local 
government resolution may be placed on the annual property tax bill as a non-ad valorem 
assessment.  This assessment will collect the sanitary sewer user fees associated with the 
Belair/Annawood Wastewater Retrofit Project for the one property without a metered City utility 
account.  The amount of the assessment imposed will be payable to the Tax Collector.  After 
collection, the County shall remit the full amount to the City as outlined in the Interlocal 
Agreement. 
 
The Belair/Annawood Wastewater Retrofit Project is aimed at protecting our waterbodies and 
natural resources by reducing nitrogen levels in the primary springs protection zone, but also 
provided an opportunity for property owners to abandoned existing septic systems and connect to 
the City’s sanitary sewer system at no cost, a savings of over $10,000 per property.  The 
construction of the Belair Phase II sanitary sewer system is complete, and the City of Tallahassee 
is finalizing acceptance of the system.  Upon acceptance of the sanitary sewer system by the City, 
from that point forward the property owners will be response for the rates associated with use and 
maintenance of the sewer service, which include readiness-to-serve charges and sewer service 
charges.  For all properties within Belair, except one, these fees will be included on the monthly 
utility bills to properties which have metered utility accounts. 
 
One property in the Belair Phase II project area is currently vacant and does not have a City 
metered utility account.  In order to recover the readiness-to-serve charges, a flat amount will be 
assessed to the property owner on the annual tax bill.  The readiness-to-serve charge is a fixed 
charge imposed on all properties in the service area, pursuant to Section 21-402(b), Tallahassee 
Code of Ordinances.  The charge is intended to cover a portion of the City’s costs of operating and 
maintaining the sewer system and other costs incurred to ensure the sewer system is ready to serve 
when customers choose to connect.  The City charges an additional surcharge for service outside 
of the City limits that will be included in the assessment amount. 
 
The first assessment covers the period from City acceptance and the first full year of service, which 
is calculated on a fiscal year basis, and property owners will first be assessed on their 
November 2024 tax bill.  A Resolution of Intent to Use the Uniform Method of Levy, Collection, 
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and Enforcement of Non-Ad Valorem Assessments must be adopted at a public hearing prior to 
January 1 when a local government, authorized to impose a non-ad valorem assessment, elects to 
use this method for the following year.  This item seeks Board approval to schedule a public 
hearing to receive comments regarding adoption of the Resolution of Intent for the project.  Public 
Notice of the hearing will be published in the local paper for four consecutive weeks, as required 
by Section 197.3632, Florida Statutes. 
 
Options:  
1. Schedule the first and only public hearing regarding the County’s intent to utilize the Uniform 

Method for the levy, collection, and enforcement of Non-Ad Valorem Assessments for the 
purposes of collecting the full amount of all charges related to Sewer Service imposed on 
certain real property located on Susie B. Lane for December 12, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. 

2. Do not schedule a public hearing regarding the County’s intent to utilize the Uniform Method 
for the levy, collection, and enforcement of Non-Ad Valorem Assessments for the purposes of 
collecting the full amount of all charges related to Sewer Service imposed on certain real 
property located on Susie B. Lane. 

3. Board direction. 
 
Recommendation: 
Option #1 
 
Attachments:  
1. Interlocal Agreement for the Provision of Sewer Service to Belair/Annawood Area 
2. Belair/Annawood Wastewater Retrofit Project Location Map 
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This product has been compiled from the most accurate source data from Leon
County, the City of Tallahassee, and the Leon County Property Appraiser's Office.
However, this product is for reference purposes only and is not to be construed as a
legal document or survey instrument. Any reliance on the information contained
herein is at the user's own risk. Leon County, the City of Tallahassee, and the Leon
County Property Appraiser's Office assume no responsibility for any use of the
information contained herein or any loss resulting therefrom.
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