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SAFETY HARBOR CITY COMMISSION        PUBLIC HEARING # 1   
DATE:  DECEMBER 20, 2021 
 

 
SUBJECT:                      Adoption of Ordinance No. 2021-18, upon second reading, to 

amend the tree ordinance and add grand tree regulations   
 
ACTION REQUESTED:                  Adoption/Denial of Ordinance No. 2021-18, upon second  

reading. 
     
REQUESTED BY:   Marcie Stenmark, AICP, Community Development Director 
 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS:    Yes 

 
 

SUMMARY 
 

As part of their goal setting in 2020, the City Commission requested a discussion regarding 
adding a grand tree ordinance back into the Land Development Code.  A summary of 
ordinances and actions related to trees since 2007 is below:  

• On November 19, 2007, the City Commission adopted a grand tree ordinance (2007-22). 
City staff oversaw enforcement of the grand tree ordinance.  Pinellas County oversaw 
tree permitting for protected trees other than grand trees within the city. 

• On March 16, 2015, the City Commission, adopted a series of ordinances (Ord. No. 
2015-02 through Ord. No. 2015-07) that constituted the “Tree Ordinance”.   The grand 
tree ordinance was repealed.  

• In March of 2015, the city hired a City Arborist. 

• On May 4, 2015, the City Commission adopted Ordinance No. 2015-09 which 
established lower tree replacement feed for properties with a homestead exemption. 

• On August 20, 2018, the City Commission adopted Ordinance No. 2018-13.  This 
amendment was recommended by staff to improve the functionality of the ordinance.   

• In July of 2019, Section 163.045, Florida Statutes became effective to prohibit local 
governments from requiring notices, applications, approvals, permits, fees, or mitigation 
for the pruning, trimming, or removal of trees on residential property if a property 
owner obtains documentation from a certified arborist or licensed landscape architect 
that the tree presents a danger to persons or property.  

• On December 7, 2020, the City Arborist presented a list of recommended amendments 
to improve the functionality of the ordinance.   

 
The draft ordinance: 

1) Updates tree and shrub size requirements for consistency with industry standards.  
2) Modifies pruning standards for consistency with industry standards. 
3) Establishes deadlines for replants and payments into the tree fund. 
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4) Expands tree protection plan requirements during construction to include all protected 
trees on a property and within 25 feet of a property.   

5) Updates the ornamental tree list to add the Japanese Blueberry tree species.   
6) Adds grand tree regulations.  

 
A City Commission workshop was held on June 7, 2021 to discuss a potential ordinance and a 
City Commission discussion was held on September 20, 2021 to review the draft ordinance 
language.   The agenda back up includes the prior grand tree ordinance (repealed) and the 
proposed grand tree ordinance.   
 
The Planning and Zoning Board reviewed the draft ordinance on November 10, 2021 and 
recommended approval.   
 
Staff finds the ordinance meets the standards for review of amendments in Land Development 
Code Section 226.03 and recommends adoption of Ordinance No. 2021-18, upon second 
reading.   
 
Legal Ad:  A legal ad is required prior to second reading. A legal ad was published in the Tampa 
Bay Times on December 8, 2021. 
 
To view legal ads, visit: 
http://fl-safetyharbor3.civicplus.com/59/Legal-NoticesElections    
 
To sign up for legal ad reminder e-mails, visit  
http://www.cityofsafetyharbor.com/list.aspx 
 

http://fl-safetyharbor3.civicplus.com/59/Legal-NoticesElections
http://www.cityofsafetyharbor.com/list.aspx

































