
9. A

To: The Honorable Mayor and City Commissioners

From: Barbara Lipscomb, City Manager

Date: May 9, 2011

Subject: Public Hearing: First Reading of Ordinance 11-1350 - Moratorium on Internet Cafes and 
Similar Uses

Introduction:  Ordinance 11-1350 provides for consideration on first reading to impose a 180-day 
moratorium on issuance of City permits or approvals for various game rooms within the City limits. 

Background:  Ordinance 11-1350 puts into abeyance the issuance of any official document that may 
enable the location of a new arcade, internet café, sweepstakes redemption center, or similar indoor 
entertainment and amusement activities within the City.  Adoption of this ordinance provides time for 
the resolution of the injunction on the Seminole County legislation prohibiting the use of simulated 
gambling devices within the County.  The Seminole County legislation included the municipalities 
within the County.  Should the injunction be lifted, businesses within the County will be prohibited 
from using machines that provide a casino-like experience.  If that should occur, the City will not need 
to take further action.  Additionally, the State legislature is proposing action relative to the State’s 
gambling requirements to address simulated gambling devices.  Based on these potential actions, staff 
is requesting this moratorium.  

The current moratorium expired on May 4, 2011.  The City Commission directed staff to initiate this 
legislation at their April 25, 2011 meeting.  This first reading and public hearing was advertised in 
the Orlando Sentinel on April 28, 2011 for the May 9, 2011 meeting.

Discussion The moratorium will prohibit staff from issuing any permits or approvals for businesses 
that include arcades, internet cafés, sweepstakes redemption centers, or similar indoor entertainment 
and amusement activities.  Exceptions to the moratorium are provided if an applicant can show with 
substantial competent evidence that deferral of action on an application for permit, business tax 
receipt, development order, or other official action of the City for the duration of the moratorium 
would impose an extraordinary hardship on a landowner or petitioner. 

If approved, the public hearing and second reading for Ordinance 11-1350 will occur on June 13, 
2011.  This moratorium, if adopted, will be in effect until December 10, 2011.  Staff will provide 
options to the Commission prior to the expiration of the moratorium should the legality of the 
Seminole County ordinance be overturned or still be unresolved at that time. 

Budget Impact:  There is no impact to the City’s budget.
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Recommendation:  The City Manager and the Community Development Director recommend 
approval of Ordinance 11-1350.

Prepared by:  Sandra J. Smith, AICP, Chief Planner

Reviewed by:  Donald Martin, AICP, Community Development Director

Attachments:  Ordinance 11-1350
                         














